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Lesson 42: The Asbestos Strike

Asbestos Strike Quotations
“People had always endured working conditions that bordered on slavery, and the
favouring of English workers, who made up about 10% of the work force. Everything was
done in English. The English had all the best jobs. After that, French Canadians were
hired as white Negroes to fill the gaps.”
— Pierre Vallières, White Niggers of America: The Precocious Autobiography of a Quebec
Terrorist

“To hell with the holy water sprinkler and the French Canadian tuque! The reign of our
fear is over. Fear of prejudice, fear of public opinion, of persecution, of general disapproval.
Fear of the established order, fear of absurd laws. Blue fear, red fear, white fear – so many
links to our chains. Make way for magic! Make way for love!”
— Paul Borduas, Refus global

“In the official ideology of the time, there was simply no place for the working class. Fac-
tory workers were seen as intruders. They had the bad taste to exist.”
— Gerard Pelletier, Les annees d’impatience, p. 63

“This is about an admitted attempt, encouraged from outside, to challenge and break the
State’s authority. That is intolerable.”
— Maurice Duplessis

“In 1949, the memorable asbestos strike occurred because the industrial workers of Quebec
were suffocating in a society burdened with inadequate ideologies and oppressive institu-
tions; because the national importance of the working class was out of all proportion to its
low prestige; because its economic aims as a class were accompanied by a loss of social
status (the peasants became proletarians only through sacrificing their social standing as
parishioners, voters patriots, etc.); because our moral and political philosophy of labour did
not take enough notice of the fact that we had become an industrialized people.”
— Pierre Trudeau, Quebec at the Time of the Strike, The Asbestos Strike, p. 66.


