
P roject Plan: Oral Traditions and Culture

Drama/Dance Terms and

Their Definitions
The following drama/dance skills will be used in this project.

Choral speaking, chanting: the reading or reciting of text by a group

This involves experimentation, interpretation, and rehearsal of a piece of

text, such as a poem or quotation. The students experiment with the use of

language, rhythm, volume, and pace.

Corridor of voices: a formation used for exploring the inner life of a 

character in drama

A chosen character moves through the “corridor” (two lines of students fac-

ing each other) which is made up of others who represents his or her

thought or conscience. As the character passes through the corridor, the

voices of those in the corridor express a range of thoughts and feelings.

Moving through a corridor of voices can also be useful in exploring the

thoughts of a character who is facing a difficult task or decision, in which

case the voices are external and give advice and warnings.

Dance drama: a drama enacted through dance

The objective is to interpret a story, theme or piece of music through move-

ment.

Drama anthology: a collection of materials (letters, songs, poems,

speeches, monologues, diaries, photographs) that represents aspects of life

in a certain historical period or aspects of the life of a person, real or fic-

tional.

R o l e - p l a y i n g : a technique in drama that involves the adopting of the point

of view of a character in an imaginary situation. The aim of the exercise is

to try to understand through imagination what that character feels and

how that character thinks. When someone is playng the role of a character,

he or she is said to be speaking or writing “in role.”

Speaking in role is not confined to acting in a dramatic scene, but can be

done out of the scene, that is, someone could still be playing the part of a

character for puposes of study, during a discussion of the motives or person-

ality of that character.
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Soundscape, sound collage: the combination of sounds, which may include

vocal and instrumental sounds, to create a specific atmosphere or to accompany

important moments of a scene.

Tableau: a silent group of people frozen in time to represent a scene, abstract

idea, or theme.

Consider using an overhead projector to create a square of light big enough for

the tableau. Have one group stand in a line in the light and the other group sit

as an audience facing the light. Turn the classroom lights off, ensuring that

there is not complete darkness. Have the students take their positions and

bring the light back on to reveal the tableau.  Ensure that the students prac-

tise taking their positions in the “dark.”

Writing in ro l e : writing as a character from a drama in order to sharpen 

understanding of that character and develop further scenes on the basis of 

this understanding.

Some examples of forms that may be used are diaries, letters, and reports on

specific events that indicate the character’s responses to those events.
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