
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Season of Heartland begins Sunday 
October 5 at 7:00pm on CBC 

 
Production is well under way on 18 new episodes for the second season of the 
one-hour television series “Heartland,” which will air nationally on CBC 
Television at 7:00pm on Sundays beginning October 5. 
 
The popular family drama series set in the fictional town of Hudson, Alberta, will 
continue to follow the Fleming family – teenager Amy and older sister Lou who, 
along with their grandfather Jack, deal with the challenges of running a ranch 
that has been in the family for generations. But Heartland is not like any other 
ranch – it is a horse ranch with a special mission of healing abused or neglected 
horses and finding them new homes. 
 
The original cast from the first season of “Heartland” is returning for season two. 
Amber Marshall stars as Amy, Michelle Morgan returns as Lou as does 
Shaun Johnston as Jack. Also starring is Chris Potter as Tim, Amy and Lou’s 
estranged father, who is trying hard to be a part of his daughters’ lives. Other 
returning cast members include Graham Wardle as Ty Borden, the stable hand, 
Nathaniel Arcand as Scott Cardinal, the local veterinarian and Jessica Amlee 
as Mallory, the precocious girl from a neighbouring ranch who seems to spend 
more time with her friends at Heartland than at her own home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An important character introduced in the second 
season is the young ranch hand Caleb, played 
by newcomer Kerry James. 
 
The writers on the series are Heather Conkie, 
Leila Basen, David Preston, Mark Haroun, 
Susin Nielsen and Penny Gummerson. 
 
“Heartland” is based on the best-selling series 
of books by Lauren Brooke, and is being 
produced by SEVEN24 Films of Calgary and 
Dynamo Films of Toronto. The executive 
producers are Tom Cox and Jordy Randall 
and Michael Weinberg. The series is produced 
by Tina Grewal with Heather Conkie serving as 
executive producer and head writer.  
 
For additional information on the series, 
including more photos and blogs, and to view 
streaming episodes from season one, go to 
<www.cbc.ca/heartland.ca>.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amy Fleming (Amber Marshall) prepares to ride Spartan in the season 
finale of the CBC family Drama Heartland. Season 2 begins October 5 

 

The Heartland Horse 
Lovers’ Bulletin 

 
We know a lot of the fans of our 
television series are people who 
work with, play with and love 
horses, so this is being sent to the 
horse clubs, various equine groups 
and organizations across Canada. 
 
Inside you will find interviews with 
our star, Amber Marshall, herself 
an avid horseperson, as well as 
some information supplied by the 
writers of the series and the 
wranglers who work with the 
horses that appear on the show 
each week. 
 
We hope you enjoy this and will 
share it with other fans of Heartland. 

SEASON TWO 



A conversation with John Scott 
 
A third generation horse trainer and former rodeo rider, 
Heartland's head wrangler is the legendary John Scott 
from Longview, Alberta. His storied career as a wrangler, 
stunt co-ordinator, talent scout, actor, host, producer 
and promoter has helped numerous film and television 
productions - including four Academy Award winning 
films - safely capture the majesty of horses and the spirit 
of the west on film. We caught up to him on set. 
 
Q: John, how many horses are used during the filming of 
Heartland? 
 
JS: Altogether we have thirty to forty head of horses working off 
and on throughout the series. 
 
Q: What has to be special about a horse in order for it to appear 
in a film or on television? 
 
JS: The horses that work in the motion picture and television 
business have to have a fantastic attitude - they have to be 
around smoke, crowd scenes, sometimes gunshots and a 
variety of loud noises, so it takes a certain kind of horse with the 
right head and mindset to work in this business. On set you 
have to have a horse that is bomb proof - which is an 
expression meaning a bomb could go off beside the horse and it 
would not flinch. Of course that is a slight exaggeration, but it 
does point out what is needed. The truth is there are a lot of people 
- both actors and crew, and a lot of very expensive equipment, and 
so you can't have a horse that is easily excitable, one that is going 
to buck or kick or bite or flip over, because you could hurt so many 
people so quickly and cause a lot of damage. We screen our 
horses very carefully, and we try to bring the right ones to the set 
and make them work. Of course they also have to have a look 
about them so they are attractive on film. 
 
Q: Is there a secret to keeping the horses relaxed on set? 
 
JS: I have found that if you make a horse comfortable, say as 
comfortable as you like to be yourself, you'll find that he or she 
will work well with you on set. 
 
The production company has done a lot to help us when we are 
working inside the Calgary studio, which is located inside a 
large warehouse. They put down a lot of rubber mats so the 
horses have good footing, and the horses are supplied with 
great stalls in the interior set. They are large in size so the 
horses can easily turn around or lay down in comfort. There is 
straw and sawdust laid down over the rubber mats to give the 
horses good cushioning for their feet. 
  
Q: Tell us about the horse that plays Amy Fleming's horse - 
Spartan. 
 
JS: We actually have three horses playing Spartan - we have 
Stormy, we have Rocky and we have Sisko. All three of them 
have a great temperament and they spell each other off, 
depending on what is required. If Spartan is standing around we 
use one horse, and for riding or jumping we use the other 
horses. I own all three horses and during the off season these 
horses stay at my ranch in southern Alberta, and immediately 
after we wrap for the season we let the horses have about two 
months off, then we start to have them work cattle to keep them 
in shape for the upcoming season. 

Q: Over the course of your career you have had to teach a 
countless number of actors how to ride a horse and how to look 
natural at it. What is it like having Amber Marshall - an 
accomplished rider - as Amy? 
 
JS: We are so fortunate to have Amber Marshall working with 
us in the part of Amy, for she is a natural. She has been around 
horses all her life, she has no fear whatsoever and it is always a 
challenge that she relishes to make the horse do better or jump 
higher, and she looks very good on a horse. Her riding skills and 
comfort level on a horse saves us a lot of time - we don't have to 
stunt double her so much, and it just all round makes life easier. 
 
Q: Can you describe one of the difficulties you have had so far 
filming this new season? 
 
JS: In the first episode we had to portray a wild stallion fight. 
This is hard to do because we have to use a lot of liberty 
horses, which is a horse that runs from point A to point B like a 
free spirit, with no bridal or rein. This has not been done very 
much. In 1948 a film called Northwest Stampede was about wild 
horses and they just filmed two horses actually fighting. Today you 
don't do that, so we got three really good trainers and their horses 
working with us. We filmed a lot of footage and when the editors cut 
it all together you are going to be amazed at how it looks. 
 
One of the problems I thought we would have would be trying to 
find a double for the Appaloosa horse that plays the wild horse 
known as Ghost. It is almost impossible to double an Appaloosa 
horse but we located one on the Ponoka Indian reserve and we 
found a second from a horse dealer. Then the makeup 
department was able to apply special effects makeup on the 
horse. It takes up to three hours to make each of the horses 
look like the first horse. Going in I thought it would have been 
impossible, but I bet no one will be able to tell the horses apart.  
 
Q: What is it like working on an 18-episode series that has so 
many scenes with horses? 
 
JS: The producers and the directors are all great and Heartland 
is a very enjoyable place to work, but it is a challenge - this 
whole series is very intense horse work, and sometimes we 
seem to have to find a way to pull rabbits out of a hat to make 
things work. But we do make it work, and I am very proud to be 
associated with this great show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Amy (Amber Marshall) watches the Appaloosa called Ghost. 
The wounds on the horse are makeup that has been applied. 



Writing a hit television series with 
horses in it 

 
Head Writer and Executive Producer Heather Conkie and the 
writing team of Leila Basen and David Preston wrote the first 
season of the award-winning CBC family drama Heartland. This 
year they are hard at it again, writing an eighteen episode 
second season. Added to the team of writers are Mark Haroun, 
Susin Nielsen and Penny Gummerson.   
 
For two time Emmy award winner Heather Conkie, poring 
through the series of books by British author Lauren Brooke 
revealed a host of horse characters and her writing team had to 
decide which horses they would use in the adaptation to the 
television series. 
 
"The Heartland book series is centred around horses," said 
Heather, "and when we started writing the outlines at the start of 
the first season we knew that we wanted a stable of horses that 
would become actual characters in the series, characters that 
the audience would come to recognize, know and love. There 
are so many horses in the books, we had to pick the ones that 
we felt were the absolute best for the ranch." 
 
"First and foremost," said Heather, was Pegasus (pictured on 
this page). "Pegasus was Amy's father's horse when he was a 
rodeo star," she explains, "And he was also the horse that her 
father was riding when they were both badly injured in a rodeo 
event.  Even when the vets wanted to put him down, Marion, 
Amy's mother refused to give up on Pegasus and it was through 
this horse that she discovered she had a talent for healing 
horses, a skill that Amy finds she has inherited.  Her ability to 
carry on Marion's work helped Amy recover from her mother's 
tragic death and has made her who she is today.  So Pegasus 
holds the key to a lot of things in the series.” 
 
And of course, there's Spartan, Amy's horse, who was played 
during season one by three separate horses - one to play the 
calm and gentle Spartan that Amy rides and bonds with, one to 
be the crazy, feisty and traumatised Spartan that was in the 
accident that killed Amy's mom, and a third to be the Spartan 
that Amy rides in the competitions. 
 
The upcoming second season is going to introduce two new 
horses - a wild mustang Appaloosa that Amy names Ghost and 
also Storm - a beautiful jumping horse that Amy's father, Tim 
buys for her for her 16th birthday. However, the fabulous present 
becomes a problem, because with the gift comes great fatherly 
expectations. Amy and her dad are at a point where they are 
just starting to get reacquainted and it puts a world of pressure 
on the relationship.  Amy finds herself - like a lot of kids these 
days - under pressure. She has chores, she has school, she 
has her first love which is taking care of the neglected and 
abused horses and now she has this new horse that her father 
feels will give her the chance to fulfil her potential in show 
jumping.  His expectation and the reality of what Amy can do 
turns into a problem. 
 
Heather says that above all, the horse scenes have to be 
believable for the viewers - and there are many - who are horse 
people.  "We have been on a huge learning curve during the 
 
 
 
 

first season," says Heather. "We received fountains of 
information from John Scott and stunt co-ordinator Tom Eirikson 
and the wranglers. We did our homework. The books are 
detailed and the details are accurate. Because we have a strong 
viewership of horse lovers we have to make the show real. We 
don't want people saying "That would never happen," so we 
work hard at learning about horses so we can make sure 
Heartland is as good and as realistic as it can be." 
 
Luckily, Leila Basen, an accomplished writer who co-wrote "Bon 
Cop, Bad Cop," the top grossing Canadian film of all time, is on 
Heather's team.  Leila has had horses since she was a child. 
She currently has a 9-year Hanoverian thoroughbred cross that 
she has shown on the ‘A’ circuit in Quebec for five years. Her 
horse's name is Memphis, and his grandfather was the 
legendary Secretariat. 
 
Leila says that all her accumulated knowledge has been 
valuable when it comes to scripting all of the horse scenes that 
she and David Preston write for Heartland. 
 
"Much in the same way you couldn't write a medical show and 
make up the medicinal procedures, we feel the same way when 
dealing with our horses. Our show is about characters but they 
are set in a horse context and so it has to be accurate, because 
we understand and appreciate our audience who understands 
horses." 
 
"You can tell we have a large dedicated audience among horse 
lovers," Basen says, adding, "At my barn in Quebec I talk to kids 
who are riders. They only speak French but they still watch 
Heartland in English every Sunday because of the horses.” 
 
Part of the fun on set is watching the horses during the takes. 
"The horses are treated like actors," Heather says, "We have to 
be aware of how many times they can do a stunt.   And, like any 
actor there is a point when they reach their limits. We love these 
horses so much there is nothing we would do to ever overwork 
them. We are always astounded at some of the things they do - 
it is as if they know when the cameras are rolling and they just 
perform beyond what we expect. It is marvellous to watch and to 
be a part of.” 
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A chat with Amber Marshall 
 
For Amber Marshall, landing the role of Amy Fleming on the CBC 
series Heartland was a dream come true. "I absolutely love working 
on Heartland," she says, adding, "Every moment is absolutely 
amazing. Not only do I get to spend a lot of time in a beautiful 
country setting, but I get to work with fabulous horses that makes it 
for me just a dream to be around." 
 
Amber has been riding horses as long as she can remember. 
Her knowledge of them and her comfort factor with them makes 
filming much easier than it would have been had a non-rider 
been cast as Amy. 
 
She loves and respects horses. "Horses are such intelligent, 
powerful creatures that when you work with them you can see 
them always thinking and predicting your movements and it is 
such a nice fluid movement between you and your horse when 
the two of you have a good bond going. It is so great to be in 
sync with the animal.” 
 
Of the scripts, she says, "I think the writers do a great job of 
taking care and attention in isolating different cases of horses –  
stories you can find across Canada and that are current. We 
focus on issues of abused horses or of horses that have had a 
rough past that have now been given a second chance. There 
are a lot of things going on that in reality we might not want to 
know about but these things do happen and Heartland 
focussing on this is wonderful for many reasons. Yes we have 
an entertaining and funny series, but I think it is great how our 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
show also serves to educate viewers about some things about 
horses that they may not have known, and that is a good thing." 
 
Amber says she enjoys working with the acting horses, but is 
very aware that no matter how well you rehearse and cast them 
sometimes it still takes a while to get exactly what is called for in 
the script. "Horses are not machines - you can train them very 
well and still wind up with an unpredictable situation. All of us on 
set have to focus on these horses having the best time they can 
in these situations, but we must always remember that they do 
have strong will power and a mind of their own. Still, we are able 
to make the scenes and the scripts work.” 
 
The best time on set for Amber is when she gets to ride on the 
ranch set of Heartland. Riding is something she enjoys doing 
when not working as well. "I just love being outside and being 
with horses and so on my day off it is the most favourite thing 
for me to do.” 
 
When she has the time Amber works at a veterinary clinic. She has 
done this part time for 5 years. 
 
Amber says she is looking forward to the season premiere of 
Season 2 on Sunday, October 5. "All of us on the show are big 
fans of Heartland, and just like all the fans we are also looking 
forward to watching the new season. 
 
The second season of Heartland premieres Sunday, October 5 
at 7:00pm on CBC. There will be 18 new episodes in Season 2. 
 
 
 


