
THE WIRE WINS 2005 PRIX ITALIA 
 

October 14, 2005. Vancouver: The Wire, a music series co-produced for CBC 
radio by Paolo Pietropaolo in Vancouver, Chris Brookes in St. John's and Jowi 
Taylor in Toronto, recently won the 2005 Prix Italia radio award in the Best 
Work On Music category.  
 
The Wire is an eight-part series exploring the impact of electricity on music, 
and was chosen by the Prix Italia jury ahead of a dozen finalists from Australia, 
Italy, Ireland, and several other countries.   
 
The Prix Italia is regularly referred to as “the Oscars” or “Booker Prize” of 
global radio production. Founded in 1948, it is the world's oldest and most 
prestigious international radio competition. Since its founding, the Prix Italia 
has been won by only 6 other Canadian radio programmes.  
 
Pietropaolo, the lead producer on the project, said "The electrification of 
music has made an indelible impact on musical culture around the world. 
Imagining music today without electric guitars, recording technology, 
amplifiers and now computers is impossible.”   
 
“We were very happy when CBC first gave us the nod to go ahead and tackle a 
project of such significance and scope. Now it's immensely gratifying to have 
the work recognized by an international jury.” 
 
Pietropaolo also noted the irony of this announcement – the excellence of CBC 
Radio is being recognized abroad just when the national debate about public 
broadcasting seems to have once again reached a fever pitch during the 
recently resolved CBC lockout.   
 
“I hope that in some small way The Wire's success can contribute to the 
ongoing health and vitality of public broadcasting in this country." 
 
“Only CBC Radio or another public broadcaster would ever take the risk of 
presenting such a relevant exploration of music and technology in such an 
innovative way." 
 
Jowi Taylor, co-creator and host of the series, added, "I had the incredible 
privilege of conducting one of the last interviews with Bob Moog, the legendary 
inventor of the synthesizer. I also spoke with Les Paul, the inventor of the 
electric guitar.  He's 90 years old now.  It was a great opportunity for us to 
present a topic reaching across barriers of genre and geography – in all, we 
interviewed some 40 subjects from Canada, the USA, the UK, Germany and 
countries as far away as Ghana and India.” 
 
"Our creative process was actually aided by working out the kinks of how to 



manage a huge amount of data from opposite ends of the country, and how to 
collaborate virtually, as opposed to being in the same studio," said Brookes, for 
whom the Prix Italia caps a celebrated and distinguished career, including 
several other awards this year. 
 
Jennifer McGuire, Program Director of CBC Radio, was delighted with the news: 
“This is a very prestigious award and we are thrilled to see The Wire get this 
well-deserved recognition.  It was an incredible radio experience.  I am 
particularly pleased that our Program Development initiative was able to 
incubate this project.” 
 
The Wire is also being honoured with an award at the Third Coast International 
Audio Festival in Chicago in late October.  A sample of the show may be heard 
online at www.thirdcoastfestival.org/audio_library.asp  
 
The episode honoured by the Prix Italia is Episode 2:  The Change of the Sound. 
The jury said: "(We) chose this program because it succeeded against all the 
odds in educating and entertaining the listener in a very lively, engaging and 
sophisticated way. The production employs specific audio techniques that 
reflect the very development in the history of sound recording and post-
production explored in the broadcast. (We) also applauded a musical plot that 
embraced everything from Karlheinz Stockhausen to the Beatles." 
 
Originally an award only for radio, the Prix Italia added television categories 
soon after its founding, and now also includes web categories.  Notable 
previous winners include luminaries Harold Pinter, Federico Fellini, Samuel 
Beckett and Ingmar Bergman. 
 
The Wire was first broadcast to considerable audience acclaim on CBC Radio 
One in February 2005, and was rebroadcast on CBC Radio Two during the 
summer.  The series will be rebroadcast again on CBC Radio Two on Sundays at 
4:00 pm, 4:30 pm in Newfoundland, beginning on Sunday, October 16th and 
running until Sunday, December 3rd. 
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