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I ntroduction

The - Government of Newfoundland and Labrador has made a commitment to develop a
provincial strategic plan for early childhood learning, The Departmentiof Education is the
identified lead for this strategy on behalf of partner departments which “ate.membets of the
ministerial council. These include the Department of Health andiGommunity Setvices; the

Department of Child, Youth and Family Services; the DepaltmegtgéTﬁJ 1an Resources, Labour
and Employment; and the Depaﬂment of Lablador and Abeﬁgmal’""“'
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chlldhood learning opportunities, support pa1ental mvolvement and clqgt 'E_f‘nooth fransition to
school f01 all children. A wcil~plam1ed eatly chlldhood leammg env Adronment that is supportive

)esis critical,

The Minister of Education is responsible for all aspects, of‘ ‘the K- 12 ifid. post-secondaty
education systems in the province. In 2005, this role was*btoadefied to incliideilearning in the
eatly years before the age of five. In January 2005, ifie Division of Early Chi hopd Leatning
was cxeated to focus on the leammg needs of g “}(mdelgartg;l children, Iis mﬁl{dﬂtekxs to
w‘aﬂy childiood learning, It alstaprovides

gﬁwﬁ‘f:'h sis chaired by th&Minister
iimiihity Services; Child Youth and
mentand Labrador and Aboriginal

Family Services; Human Resources, d
Affairs, >

govemment depauments and agencies that®

focus

throughout theff 11w
of how children leat

opportunit'@ s
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throughout the province from September 7 - November 26, 2010
consultation sessions was to seek input from stakeholders and the ge
vision, mission and principle statements, and three proposed compong

proposed provincial early childhood learning strategy.

1al public on the draft
that form the basis of a

also available for feedback purposes, The followin
participation:

Totals R 552

Wiittten Submissions®

Each consui@ﬁgn sessiofifbegan with a short plesentatlon and overview oft key research;
proposed franiework cofmiponents and rationale; and vision, mission and principle statoments.
Foliowmg this shofigtesentation, select questions were posed for feedback specific to the draft
mission, vision ana’;}})?linciple statements and proposed strategy components, There was ample
opportunity for question and answers, and general feedback. Reference was made to the on-line
discussion guide and consultation questions for those wishing to review again at their leisure

and/or provide written feedback,

! Meetings were held in June 2010 with school district personnel to inform them of the proposed early childhood

learning strategy,
2 Pive were general e-mail submissions related to the proposed early childhood learning strategy and 28 were written

submissions in response to the consultation questions.

75




The foIlowmg section summarizes the views, ideas and opinions of cgfisultation participants
concerning the proposed early childhood learning strategy. This feedhahk Téea culmination of
what was heatd through public meetings, focus groups and written sﬁbmlssmns This input will

be instrumental in helping inform the development and implementd »the proposed srategy.

This section is organized according o categories of qpeshogs that W
Discussion Guide; the order of presentation does not feﬁeﬁt e ﬁequencyﬁ
priotity. =

Draft Vision Statement

Questions:
In your opinion, is the vi

ensure that all E‘Bple undelstand its meanings (i.¢., plain language)
o *“A?ggesmblhty tq’jp‘logmms and services for all children and their families may be
conjg_mm:sed feSpecxally in rural communities where tlansportatlon can be an issue.
o Consideratiofi needs to be given to the cost of programs and services offered to
chlldlé_*ﬁﬁﬂ their families; free programming is optimal,
=

%
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Draft Mission Statement

Questions:
In your opinion, is the draft mission statement:

¢ Comprehensive enough? Why or why not?
e Specific enough? Why or why not?

¢ Achievable in your community? Why or why not?
s Do you have any other suggestions or commenis?i-

Feedback.

speaking, the statetnent was found to be SpeCIﬁG and ¢
following important points were emphasized:
o Consideration needs to be given to the lltelacy levé fzwmdmg in the statement to
ensure that ali people undelst@vj 1ts meantngs (i.e., pTainlanguage)

Questions:
When considering the draft guiding principle statements:

¢ Do you feel they are comprehensive enough? Why or why not.
o Are there any key principles that are missing from these statements?
Please explain,
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¢ Do you feel that any of these statements need further clarification?
Please explain,

¢ Do you have any other suggestions or comments?
Please explain,

Teedback:
Consultation participants supported and agreed with the draft principle statements, Generally
speaking, the statements were found to be comprehensive and inclusive ofi a;LLkey principles. In
addition, the following important points were emphasized:
¢ Consideration needs to be given to the 11te1acy level of word
ensure that all people understand their meanings (i.e., p;g,m n@gge)
¢ Programs and services should be inclusive and cultur ﬁjﬁ) diver se(&i‘lvmfed need to
ensure that this becomes reality and not empty pmn:use
¢ Concetn that accessibility to programs and sery,
needs to be addressed.
¢ Partnerships should include families sz
happen with then famxhes

g in the statements to

of the ploglams/selvices?
s Some questzon whether govefy ument funding will suppgikonly government programs
and services. Community pmgl_" sand services shoulds L“Isgbeneﬁt

° Suggesnon that early chlldhood‘fg E"ﬁ"ﬁﬁghagiean ly defined=saimat people do not equate

B

E;iff_childl'en is crucial.

wF =

e
Questi’_fs; =
t*‘As a parent/gyardian what type(s) of information and/or programs and resources on

E@z«_h{ldhooé Hfearning do you find helpful o you? Please explain,
OR==

é_’ssional who works with young children and families, what type(s) of
mfmmaﬂon and/or programs and resources on eatly childhood learning do you find
helpful to you? Please explain.

e Are there key times between children’s birth to age three years when you would like
to have this information available to support early childhood learning? Please explain,

¢ What would be the best way(s) for you to get information and/or programs and
resources on early childhood learning? Please explain,
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Feedback:

]
®

Provide universal support to parents of children birth to age three years
Important for Public Health to recognize the prenatal period as essential in supporting
parents and, subsequently, the eatly learning needs of children,
Enhance suppott for parents by streamlining and coordinating programs and services
that already exist, and increasing participant engagement,
Consider how to engage families who have barriers to pa1t£c1pat'on
Provide better family support and parental leave.
Encourage family friendly work policies and practices.
Develop and implement an awareness campaign with key,
o The importance of the early years =
o The important role that parents play in chlld :
Provide information to families concerning;
o Developmental milestones
o Importance of play in early learni
Provide information via many avenues,s
Deliver information, resources and early le n? '
professionals.
Highlight need for consistent messaging across plo s§sionals,

=5

Use ﬂexzble models and r%ﬁdcs of dehvely whwhg_pgmdel the changing family

Develop sustainable partner sth*s‘*
Consider the unique needs of famili
implementing early leamlng oppoﬂupltaes(
Addwss tmy;;y"’*’”‘

nmg oppertumtnes for four year olds (eg. story tlme
i libraries, carly literacy programmmg ¥e ulated child.

set*viceg?andIOL' supports for all four year old children? Please explain,

Ate thére any challenges and/or barriers to implementing early childhood learning
opportunities for all four year old children? Please explain.

How might the Provincial Government enhance the transition to school for all
children?
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Feedback:

* o

Recognize there Is limited programs for four years olds,
Consider recruitment and retention of early childhood educators.

Enhance programming for four year olds (e.g., through public libraries, child care
services and family resource programs),

Ensure programming for four years olds is developmentally appropriate,

Consider regulated child care as integral to enhanced early learning oppor tunity
Consider a degree program that would build capacity an igadelshlp in the early
childhood sector.

Consider a junior Kindergarten model,
Enhance KinderStart (e.g., more frequent sessions an
Address transportation challenges. &
Develop sustainable pattnerships at the commmﬁ? Ieve‘!

o Suggested:sojution W&S’to phase—m the Iength of full-day Kmdm garten (1 €., begm

with half-d&gin Septr mber and phase-in full-day beginning In Qctober)

~£_’ ‘Lqmote develoifﬁentally appropriate practice (e.g., play-based),

@le the system:
o nitastrugtiife

GERIT
studéﬁt support pelsonnel)
o} PIa'j'r-based materials
o Assessment approach
Review space, professional development, staff allocation, support staff, class size,
multi-age classroom teaching,
Consider transition for children who have not been previously engaged in other social
groups.
Consider long school days and bus rides for young children (rural),
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Other Feedback:

Concerns were raised regarding:

*

Consider phase-in process of full-day Kindergatten (i.c., demonstration sites).
Consider possible role for eatly childhood educators in classrooms,

Review/revise the Schools Act, 1999,

Consider impact of full-day Kindergarten on intensive applied behavioural analysis
(ABA) for Kindergarten children diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Eligibility for intensive ABA for Kindergarten childrg
Spectrum Disorder, .
Extensive waitlists for existing programs and services stich as occup
speech language pathology and early mtewex}iion ser vices.
Quality and lack of child care (especiall
Parents’ choice of early learning activifies/o
(some parents would like to have that choice
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This consultation has drawn upon the ideas, opinions, and expettise of many:people including

but not limited to:

* @ * & . & & o

¢ & & 9

©
L

® & ¢ o & ¢ @ o

Aboriginal Women’s Network
Association of New Canadians
Coalition of Child Care Advocates
College ef the North Atlannc (Eaﬂy Chﬂdhood Edygt fost: ngtam)

s

Depaztment of Education (i.e., Student Suppcn
Curriculum Development)
Department of Health and Community Setvices

Poverty Reduction Strategy)
Depattment of Labrador and Aborigima
Depar{ment of Municipal Affairs
Disability Policy Office
Ear iy chlldhoo_c}:

Memoﬁgl;gmvelsity of Newfoundland (Faculty of Education, research interest in early
childhoods]; .l*gtéf‘“y development)

Miawpukek =First Nation

Mushuau fanu First Nation

Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labour

Newfoundland and Labrador Library Association

Newfoundland and Labrador Teachers’ Association (NL'TA)

Nunatsiavut Government

Office of Immigration and Multiculturalism

Parents of young children and their families
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Private Colleges
Provincial Advisory Council for the Status of Women

Provincial Association of Family Resource Programs

Regional health authorities (e.g., public health/community health nurses; parent child
health coordinators; child management specialists; child care services consultants; social
workers; managers/directors responsible for public health programs and services, family
resource programs/child care services/early intervention) .

Rural Secretariat N
School district representatives, boards, councils and administraées =~
School teachers (Kindergarten and grade one teachers particiilaily)
Sheshatshui Tnnu First Nation

Single Parents Association

The Women’s Centre

Voluntary and Non-Profit Secretariat
Women'’s Policy Office

11
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What We Heard repotis on the consultation on early childhood learning in.Newfoundland and
Labrador. It summarizes the opinions and feedback provided by key stak@holﬂms and the public

es and thanks the many
be instrumental in
hildhood learning

who participated in the consultation process, This document acknm_;yl‘
stakeholders, organizations and individuals that provided this i inpugasi;

helping inform the development and implementation of the propgsed ea
strategy,

=k
i —-_L

Some feedback was of a regional perspective, ldentlfymé'umque concetns to specific: ,xegxons of
the provinge, Howevel, more often feedback conﬁmﬁd that most.( concems are comm i:to many

f alI consultatton dlscussions
tal need to better address the
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