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Media Interest:

The Hamilton Spectator

Jehn Ward

Big guns shoot $5.3b at troops; Barrage of cash for new hires, new gear

Afler a decads of complaints that the Liberals ware short-changing the miltary, the
Terles upped the defence ante and promised billions more for people and gear, But
while Finance Minster Jim Flaharty's budget promised 553 bllion in axira defence
spanding over five years -- on top of billons pledged in the kst Liberal budget -- he was
shart on details of what the maney will actually buy. Flaharty said the Tories will phenk
$400 milion info defence this year, in addition to 3600 million in Liberal money, and add
anathar $725 million naxt year above and beyond Gt promises. The other $4.2 billion
will be added in years three, four and five. The mjections should bring B budget 1o
F16.5 bilion in 200704 from 514.6 billion last year. If the plan holds through the five
years, the defence budget would be about 520 billion by 2010 or 20, “I's 3 very Senous
chamk of change,” said Brian MacDonald, a Toronto-based defance anabyst. Without
Giving delails, Flaberty said th Tories will hold fo their camgaign promises far the
milary including:

* Recruiting 13,000 naw soldsers for the regular force and 10,000 reservisis, with no
deadline given, Thare ane now about 55,000 sokfiers and 15,000 reservisls,

* Buying new equipment far the ammy, navy and air force.

* Satling up new inf2ntcy batlalions n owllying regions.

* Increasing miktary capabiities in the Marth,

* Improving base infragtructure and housing.

Diavid Rudd, executive director of the Canadian Institute of Strategic Studies, said the
i big shap is ko decida what to bary and then buy it. Fast, "It's encouraging. On the cne
hand, they're coming through with the cash, but what are their prionties? “What s going
o be on top of the agenda™

Vaneouwer Sun

Mike Blanchfield and Peter O'Neil

Tories plan military units based in BLC.: New regular and resare army units ara to
be stationed in Vancouver

OTTAWA — British Columbla will be getiing regular ammy units for the first time since the
closure of CFB Chiliwack in 1987, Tuesday's Conservative budget gives the miitary
%53 billion exira ower five yaars, with an unapecified amount mtended o meet the
campaign promise o “restare the egular army presence” in B.C. Tory MP's have been
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