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Program Name In Out McLuhan Quote

'Oracle of the 
Electric Age'

02:15 02:31 This need for safety is a sudden 
awareness that things have effects. 
Now my writing has for years been 
concerned with the effects of 
things, not their impact but their 
consequences after impact.

03:15 03:26 Television gave the old electric 
circuitry that was already here, 
gave it huge extra push in the 
direction of involvement and 
inwardness.

03:27 03:33 You see the circuit doesn't just 
push things out for inspection it 
pushes you in to the circuit, it 
involves you.

05:21 06:01 Instead of going out and buying a 
package, book of which there have 
been five thousand copies printed, 
you will go to the telephone, 
describe your interests, your 
needs, your problems, and say I'm 
working now on the history of 
Egyptian arithmetic, I know a bit of 
Sanskrit, I'm qualified in German 
and I am a good mathematician, 
they say it'll be right over and they 
at once xerox with the help of 
computers in the libraries of the 
world, all the latest material just for 
you, personally. Not as something 
to be put out on the bookshelf. 
They send you the  package as a 
direct personal service. This is 
where we are heading under 
electronic information conditions, 
products are increasingly becoming 
services.

06:07 06:16 I'd rather be in any period at all as 
long as people are going to leave it 
alone for a while, just let go, just 
leave it now.



06:29 06:40 I am resolutely opposed to all 
innovation, all change, but I am 
determined to understand what's 
happening because I don't choose 
just to sit and let the juggernaut roll 
over me

06:47 06:57 Anything I talk about is almost 
certainly to be something I am 
resolutely against. And it seems to 
me that the best way of opposing it 
is to understand it, and then you 
know where to turn off the button. 


