Learning English with CBC

Listening Lessons for Intermediate Students
Based on CBC Manitoba Radio Broadcasts
February 5, 2009

Lesson 40: Self Study Edition

Level:
           Intermediate/Advanced: CLB 6 and up

Topic:

Religious Beliefs and Human Rights
Language Skills and Functions:           Listening – listening to a short interview for detail 


Speaking – expressing opinions; giving advice


Reading – scanning a text to find specific information; reading a chart


Language Competencies:
Vocabulary, Pronunciation, Listening and Speaking Strategies, Sociocultural/sociolinguistic Competence


Language Tasks:    
Think about attitudes toward homosexuality in different countries

                                   Listen for detail and inference in a radio interview with Arthur Schafer, professor and ethics consultant


Think about the impact a doctor’s religious views may have on the rights of patients

Read a chart on which demographic groups support same sex marriage and answer questions


Scan a newspaper article to find specific information about how stakeholders view the story


Read statements about homosexuality and decide if they are myth or fact

                                   Read scenarios about situations where cultures clash and give advice to parents

Essential Skills:
Reading text, reading a chart, thinking skills, oral communication
Appendices:

Transcript of the podcast

Winnipeg Free Press article: Lesbians a Mystery to City MD



Answers to worksheets

Attention students:  You will need to print the lesson to be able to complete the activities.




Manitoba Memo

     The election of Barack Obama as President of the United States has been hailed as an example of change on many levels.  But perhaps more than anything else, his election shows how much attitudes can change and evolve from one generation to the next.

     We’ve seen this kind of change in Canada as well.  In 1975, only 55 percent of Canadians approved of interracial marriage.  By 2004, 94 percent approved.  In 1975, only 28 percent of Canadians approved of same sex relationships.  By 2004, just under two-thirds of Canadians approved.   

      In 1987, Manitoba was the third province in Canada to amend its Charter of Rights and Freedoms to prohibit discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation.  In 1996, this provision was included in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  In 2001, the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act was amended to recognize same sex partners.  And in 2005, Canada became the third country in the world to openly recognize gay and lesbian marriages.

     Some religious organizations and faiths do not accept the views of the majority of Canadians on homosexuality.  They may view homosexuality as an aberration or a choice, or they may see it to be in conflict with the teachings of their faith.  

     It may be that some people’s views on homosexuality will never be completely reconciled with those of the mainstream of the Canadian population. But whether one accepts homosexuality or not, Canadians are expected to respect the rights of gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgendered people in the same way as they respect the rights of women, of people of different races, ethnicities and faiths, and of people with disabilities. All Canadians enjoy the rights and freedoms set out in our Charters of Rights and Freedoms, provided these rights and freedoms are within legal and reasonable limits.

Background

1. 
Before you listen, think about the following questions 

Here are some background questions on today’s topic.  Remember that thinking about the topic before you listen to the radio broadcast will provide a context for what you are about to hear.   

· What is the situation in your country?  What are people’s attitudes toward same sex relationships and homosexuality?  How are these attitudes similar/different to attitudes in Manitoba/Canada?
· What about the rights of homosexual people in your country? Are they protected by law from discrimination? 
· In your country, are doctors expected to treat all patients who come to them for care?  Or, for example, could a doctor turn away a patient of a different faith or political view?  

· Are there situations you can think of where the faith or religious beliefs of doctors could affect their ability to care for a patient?  In these cases, should a doctor have the right to suggest the patient find another doctor or should they put their views aside and care for the patient?
2.  Words you need to know

Here are some words you need to know to understand the story.  After you have read the definitions, see if you can complete the next activity and group the vocabulary by category.  Only refer back to this list if you need to.


Vocabulary

lesbian
A woman who is sexually attracted to other women.

sexual orientation
Sexual orientation describes what gender you are attracted to for intimate emotional and sexual relationships.  Someone’s sexual orientation may be homosexual (they are attracted to the same gender), heterosexual (a male / female relationship) or bisexual (they are sexually attracted to both men and women).

ethics
Moral rules or principles of behaviour that help someone decide what is right or wrong.

spurious
An argument or thought that is not based on fact.

homosexuality
When someone is attracted to someone of the same gender.
the kiss off
An idiom that means to send someone away or break up a relationship.  For example, “Her boyfriend ended the relationship and gave her the kiss off so she was very upset.”

indirect
If you say something indirectly, you don’t say it clearly or directly.  You hint at it.  For example, “His comments were an indirect way of blaming me for our break-up, but he never came right out and said directly that it was my fault.”
subtle
You are being subtle when you use indirect language to hide your actions or intentions.  For example, “He was very subtle about it.  He just said no-one was at fault.”

reject
To refuse to accept someone or something.

undignified
Behaving in a manner that others may see as embarrassing or silly.
unethical
Behaving in a way that isn’t ethical or may be considered as morally wrong.

unprofessional
Behaviour that is not seen as appropriate for your profession.

fabricated
To make up a story or a reason for something.  For example, “He fabricated a story about why we broke up because he didn’t want to tell anyone the real reason.”

discrimination
When someone is treated unfairly or unreasonably.

 physician
Another word for a medical doctor.

pathologist
A doctor who specializes in the study of the causes and effects of illnesses.

encounter
To meet someone you had not planned to meet or to face a situation that you are not prepared for. 
3.  Use your new vocabulary!

Sometimes it helps us to remember the meaning of words if we think about them in the context of other words on the same topic or with similar meanings.  Read the list of vocabulary words from the radio interview.  Can you fit the vocabulary words from the box below into one of the categories?  Keep in mind that one or more words may fit into any category. The first one is completed for you as an example.

lesbian           sexual orientation          undignified          subtle        reject       ethics

spurious         unethical         physician           fabricated          discrimination      encounter
pathologist        indirect        the kiss off         unprofessional         homosexuality

 Medical personnel
physician       pathologist

Sexuality
Misleading or false information
The opposite of saying something clearly or directly
Human rights terms

Inappropriate types of behaviour in a workplace situation

To send someone away or to refuse to accept them

4. Listen to the podcast

In this story, Terry McLeod interviews Arthur Schafer, a professor who specializes in ethics, for his reaction to a recent news story about a human rights complaint that has been made against a local doctor.  The doctor is alleged to have discriminated against a lesbian couple by saying that homosexuality is against her religion and it would be better if they found a different doctor.  What do you think Arthur Schafer will have to say about the case?  For example: 

I think he’ll side with the doctor because…freedom of religion is part of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

I think he’ll side with the couple because….they should not face discrimination because of their sexual orientation.

I think he will be objective.  He’ll explain…both sides of the issue.

I don’t think he will take either side.

5.
Get ready to listen
 

     In this podcast, you will hear several speakers.  You will hear:
Marcy Markusa – host

Terry McLeod – interviewer

Arthur Schafer - professor and health care ethics consultant

Play the podcast for the first time.  

6.
Listen for reductions

When you listen this time, listen for reductions.  Reductions are words in spoken English that are shortened.  In more formal or written English, the words are not reduced.  Can you hear the examples of reductions that are in the chart below?  Try saying them aloud to see how they sound.

	Speaker
	Reduction
	Written Form
	Line

	Terry
	whadda (you)
	what do (you)
	13

	Arthur
	y’know
	you know
	28

	Arthur
	gonna
	going to 
	43



7.   Listen for detail

Sometimes when we listen, we are listening for very specific details like a number or a set of instructions.  Other times, we are listening for important details that help us to understand a situation.  Read the following questions and the choices of answers.  When you listen to the interview this time, listen for details and circle the best answer.

a) Why did the doctor decline to accept the lesbian couple as patients?

1. The doctor doesn’t have the training needed to deal with their medical problems.

2.  The couple’s sexual orientation is in conflict with the doctor’s religion.

3. The doctor has a full patient load.

b) What does Arthur Schafer think of the medical reasons the doctor gave for not accepting the lesbian couple as patients?

1. He doesn’t think they are important in this case.

2. He doesn’t think another physician could provide better care.

3. He thinks that she is misinformed about lesbian health issues.

c) Why does Arthur Schafer think the doctor’s behaviour is unethical?

1.  There are no other family doctors available to the couple.

2.  Doctors should not be able to turn away patients because of their sexual orientation.

2.  The doctor’s reason for not accepting the patients is not based on medical fact.

d) What does Arthur Schafer say Canadian law guarantees?

1. That all patients are to be treated with respect and dignity.

2. That doctors coming from different cultures can practice medicine differently.

3. That all doctors in Canada have to practice medicine the same way. 

e] What does Arthur Schafer suggest for doctors who are not comfortable treating    

     homosexual patients?

1. They should go into medical work where there is no direct contact with patients.

2. They should have their licence revoked.

3. They should be able to freely decide who they will provide with medical treatment.


8.
Doctor’s rights versus patient’s rights
Ethical issues can be complicated and complex.  There can often be two or more sides to an issue and what you believe is often related to your own values.

Think about the following statements.

1. If homosexuality conflicts with a doctor’s religious beliefs, a doctor should   have the right to recommend to a lesbian or gay patient that they seek care from another doctor.

2. A doctor’s religious beliefs should not be part of their medical practice.  Doctors should not have the right to recommend to a lesbian or gay patient that they seek care from another doctor.

Think about which statement you agree with and why.  What affect does a doctor’s assertion of their religious rights (#1) have on the rights of their patients to medical care (#2)?   Here are some ways you could start sentences to talk about your views:

I agree/disagree with statement #1/#2 because…

If I were a doctor in this situation, I would/wouldn’t…

After you listen


a) Review your pre-listening predictions

Quickly review your pre-listening predictions.  Were you able to predict Arthur Schafer’s position?


b) Read a chart and answer the questions
People’s attitudes on current issues are often reported in the news.  Public opinion research surveys are used to understand people’s views and to see how opinions differ by demographic group.  Here are the results of a survey on same-sex marriage.  It shows what percentage of different demographics groups approved of same-sex marriage in 2004.  Can you find the information on the chart to answer the questions below?

Approval of Same-Sex Marriages by Age and Gender: 2004

	Demographic Group
	Canada
	United States

	National Results
	47%
	35%

	18-34
	60%
	50%

	35-54
	48%
	43%

	55+
	33%
	20%

	Female
	51%
	39%

	Male
	43%
	34%


Questions 

1.  Which country has a higher level of approval of same-sex marriage? (Circle the correct answer)
a) Canada

b) United States

2. Which age group in both countries is most likely to approve of same-sex marriage?  (Circle the correct answer)
a) 18-34

b) 35-54

c) 55+

3. Which gender in both countries is most likely to approve of same-sex marriage? (Circle the correct answer)
a) Female

b) Male

4.  What percentage of Canadians between the ages of 18 and 34 approve?   ___ %

5.  What percentage of Canadians between the ages of 18 and 34 do not approve or didn’t give a response?   ___% (You’ll need to do the math!)

6.  Looking at how the poll results for Canada breakdown by age group, do you think approval for same-sex marriage is likely to increase or decrease over the next 30 years?  Why do you think that?

c) Scan a text to find specific information

If we are looking for some very specific information, we can often scan a text and find that information without having to read the entire text.  Sometimes we want to know what the stakeholders think about an issue that is in the news.  The stakeholders are the people or organizations who are most involved in an issue and may be affected by the outcome.

In Appendix 2 you’ll find the Winnipeg Free Press article on the same story you heard on the CBC interview.  Scan the article and see if you find the following information on the position of the stakeholders.  The first one is completed for you as an example.

1. What does Shelley Smith, director of the Rainbow Resource Centre, say about the rates of sexually transmitted infections among lesbians? (Note: the Rainbow Resource Centre provides health and other services to the gay and lesbian community)

She says that lesbians have lower rates of sexually transmitted infections than men.

2. What does Dianna Scarth, executive director of the Manitoba Human Rights Commission, say about the responsibility of health care professionals?

3. What does Bill Pope, the registrar of the Manitoba College of Physicians and Surgeons, say is the problem in this case? 

4. What does Bill Pope think needs to be done to assist foreign-trained doctors?


d) Is a myth or is it a fact?

Sometimes our views on people or on things that happen in our society are based on myths.  Myths are ideas that people may think are true, but which are not supported by the facts.  Read the following statements about homosexuality.  Decide whether each statement is a myth or a fact.  The first one is completed for you as an example.

	1.
	There are no homosexuals in some countries in the world.  

	Myth
	Fact

	2. 
	Homosexuality is abnormal and sick.


	Myth
	Fact

	3. 
	There are homosexual people in all ethnic and economic groups.


	Myth
	Fact

	4.
	Gay men are more likely to be child abusers.


	Myth
	Fact

	5.
	Homosexuality is a choice people make.


	Myth
	Fact

	6.
	There is no scientific evidence that homosexuality is an illness which requires treatment.


	Myth
	Fact

	7.
	In the majority of cases of child abuse, a male heterosexual family member is the abuser.


	Myth
	Fact

	8.
	HIV/AIDS is a gay disease.


	Myth
	Fact

	9.
	Homosexual people can change their sexual orientation if they really want to.


	Myth
	Fact

	10.
	Gay men are effeminate and lesbians are masculine.


	Myth
	Fact



e) Giving advice on culture clash scenarios

Sometimes it can be difficult to adapt to the expectations of a different culture, especially when the beliefs and practices of that culture are very different from our own.  Read the following scenarios and decide what advice you would give to the newcomer in each scenario on how to best handle the situation.  Think about why you are giving that advice.

Scenario 1

Rasheed’s twelve year old daughter Raina has made several new friends at her school.  Raina’s friend Jana has invited her to her birthday party.  When Rasheed asks her daughter about Jana’s family, Raina says that Jana doesn’t have a Dad, but she has two Moms.  Seeing her Mom’s surprised look, Raina says, “But don’t worry.  I’ve met both her Moms at school and they’re very nice.”

Rasheed’s religion doesn’t approve of same-sex relationships.  Should she let her daughter go to the party?  What should she say to her daughter in this situation?  Why?

Your advice:

Scenario 2

Maria and Osman have a son in grade 5.  Yesterday, their son brought home information about the family life program in the school.  Maria and Osman were shocked to find out that their son would be learning about human sexuality. In their culture, parents don’t discuss such topics with children until they are older.

Maria and Osman find it hard to believe that these topics would be discussed in the classroom at such a young age.  But their son doesn’t want them to sign the form that would let him opt out of some of the classes.  What should they do?  What should they tell their son? Why?

Your advice:


Want to know more… 

The information for the myths and facts came from the Manitoba website Helping Out, which is designed to help educators deal with homosexuality and homophobia. 

http://www.helpingout.ca/educators/aboutsexuality.html
General information on Canadian Human Rights can be found at:

http://www.homophobiaday.org/default.aspx?scheme=3106
The following news stories are related to the topic:

http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/samesexrights/
http://www.cbc.ca/sunday/polls/nov10.pdf same sex marriage 2002
http://www.macleans.ca/article.jsp?content=20060701_130104_130104
The Manitoba Human Rights Commission website is:

http://www.gov.mb.ca/hrc/english/index.html
You can find the Canadian Medical Association Code of Ethics at:

http://policybase.cma.ca/PolicyPDF/PD04-06.pdf
(Note: CBC does not endorse and is not responsible for the content of external websites)


Appendix 1: Transcript 

	
	February 5, 2009 
	

	Speaker
	Podcast
	Line

	Marcy
	Hi I'm Marcy Markusa and you're listening to Learning English with CBC.  To what extent can one person’s religious beliefs affect another person’s rights?  A lesbian couple has filed a human rights complaint against a local doctor.  They say that she said their sexual orientation was against her religious beliefs and would affect her ability to care for them as patients.   The doctor says she informed the couple of her religious views in order to be as open and honest as possible.  In this interview, Terry McLeod asks Arthur Schafer, an ethics consultant, what he thinks of the doctor’s position.
	5

10

	Terry 
	Good morning Arthur Schafer.
	

	Arthur
	Good morning.
	

	Terry
	So whadda you think of this?
	

	Arthur

Schafer 


	No doctor Terry has the right to refuse to treat patients on grounds of their race, their religion, their ethnicity, their sex or their sexual orientation, so what, what was done in this case was clearly and unmistakeably wrong.  Now I realize that the doctor later offered reasons that I think most people will find spurious, ah claiming for example that ah ah she wasn’t, claiming falsely that lesbians have more infections and claiming that she wasn’t competent to treat infections.  
	15

20

	Terry

 
	What if a doctor genuinely feels that a patient would be better off with a physician who’s more comfortable with homosexuality and therefore might provide a better level of care?
	





	Dr. Schafer
	Well ah that would be an indirect way of giving a patient the kiss-off.  You don’t say I refuse to accept you as a patient, what you say is, y’know, you might be more comfortable given that your skin is black and that I have a low opinion of black people, or that you’re a Jew or a Catholic or ahm you might feel more comfortable seeking ah attention from another doctor.  That’s an indirect way ah not so subtle either I would say of ah of rejecting a patient.  It’s undignified, it violates the dignity of a patient and if used, it’s unethical, it’s illegal, and it’s unprofessional, either directly or through these ah fabricated reasons to re refuse health care to a patient in Manitoba and in every other province of Canada and I don’t see ah why this hasn’t been made clear to every new physician practicing, whether the physician comes from a different culture or from our own culture. Ah if you don’t feel comfortable treating patients without discrimination then I think ah if you want to go into medicine you should become a pathologist and do blood tests or read x-rays.
	25

30

35

40

	Terry
	You mean don’t encounter patients?
	

	Arthur Schafer


	Where you don’t encounter patients, but if you’re gonna encounter patients, ah we have guaranteed through law, I think the overwhelming majority of Canadians would agree, that this is also morally required that every patient be treated respectfully.
	45





Appendix 2

Lesbians a mystery to city MD

Couple alleges doctor refused to take them as patients

By: Jen Skerritt 

27/01/2009 1:00 AM 

	A same-sex couple has filed a human rights complaint against a south Winnipeg doctor, claiming she refused to take them as patients and told them she doesn't know how to treat lesbians.

Andrea and Ginette Markowski, who recently moved to Winnipeg from Yellowknife, were stunned last week when a family doctor at Lakewood Medical Centre suggested the couple look for another physician since homosexuality violates her religious beliefs.

The legally married couple also claim the doctor said she has no experience treating lesbians.

Andrea Markowski said she and her partner of 18 years made an appointment with Dr. Kamelia Elias after they heard she was accepting new patients. She said Elias started to take the couple's medical history and asked how long the women had been together -- at which point, the doctor told them she's never treated lesbians before.

Markowski said she asked Elias whether treating a same-sex couple was a problem for her, and alleges Elias said yes.

Elias told the Free Press she has no experience treating lesbians and gays who sometimes have "sexual problems" and other diseases. Elias practised medicine in Egypt before spending four years in Steinbach and said she's never treated gays or lesbians in her two decades as a physician.

"They get a lot of diseases and infections," Elias said during a phone interview. "I didn't refuse to treat them, I said it's better to find someone who has experience and will take this type of patients. There (are) some doctors who can treat them."

Shelly Smith, executive director of Rainbow Resource Centre, said lesbians actually have lower rates of sexually transmitted infections, which are more commonly transmitted by men. However, she said gynecological health is still important for women in same-sex relationships and that rates of breast cancer tend to be higher among lesbians since they may not bear children.

The couple has filed a complaint with the Manitoba Human Rights Commission and the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba.

"We were so shocked," Andrea said. "It's kind of ironic. We came to the big city to get discriminated against."

Manitoba doctors can accept or refuse a patient based on their current patient load, but can't discriminate based on race, gender, sexual orientation or anything else enshrined in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Dianna Scarth, executive director of the Manitoba Human Rights Commission, would not confirm a complaint had been filed. But she maintained doctors and other health-care providers can't refuse to treat people based on their sexual orientation under the human rights code.

Andrea said she and Ginette were upset at Elias's reaction to their sexual orientation and told Elias that she should pursue further education. The couple received an apologetic phone call from a Lakewood Medical Centre director over the weekend, and said the clinic offered to link them with another physician.

"We just decided we don't feel comfortable going back there," Markowski said. "They've got a pretty serious problem on their hands with this doctor."

College registrar Bill Pope said the orientation process for international medical graduates has been recently extended from one week to four weeks, to ensure that foreign-trained doctors learn about Canadian culture and codes of conduct.

In some cases, Pope said some physicians have never performed pelvic exams on women, since it's not allowed in certain cultures.

He said an increasing number of physicians coming to Manitoba are from the Middle East and southeast Asia, where cultural barriers may hinder their understanding of Canadian norms.

"It was becoming clear that we're getting people from cultures that are very different from (ours), and you can't blame someone when your culture teaches you one thing, you can't understand what the expectations are in Canada," Pope said.
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Appendix 3: Answers to Worksheets

Vocabulary by Categories

Medical personnel:  physician, pathologist

Sexuality: lesbian, sexual orientation, homosexuality

Misleading or false information: spurious, fabricated,

The opposite of saying something clearly or directly: subtle, indirect

Human rights terms: discrimination, sexual orientation, ethics 

Inappropriate types of behaviour in a workplace situation: undignified, unprofessional, unethical

To send someone away or to refuse to accept them: the kiss off, reject
The word encounter does not fit in any category.

Listen for Detail

a) 2

b) 3

c) 2

d) 1

e) 1

Read a Chart and Answer Questions

1. a) Canada

2. a) 18-34

3. a) female

4. 60%

5. 40%

6. Since the highest support is in younger age groups, it is likely that support will increase over time.  The more supportive attitudes of those who are now 18-34 will be passed on to their children in the next generation.


Myths and Facts

	1.
	There are no homosexuals in some countries in the world.  

Myth: Although homosexuality may not be out in the open in some countries in the world, there are homosexuals in all ethnic and economic groups.

	2. 
	Homosexuality is abnormal and sick.

Myth: It is no more abnormal to be homosexual than to be left-handed.  Psychologists do not consider homosexuality an illness.

	3. 
	There are homosexual people in all ethnic and economic groups.

Fact:  See #1.

	4.
	Gay men are more likely to be child abusers.

Myth: Studies and statistics show that the abuser in most instances of child abuse is a heterosexual male family member. 

	5.
	Homosexuality is a choice people make.

Myth: Just as heterosexual people don’t choose their feelings of sexual attraction, gays and lesbians do not choose theirs.  The only choice homosexuals have is whether they live a full life as a gay or lesbian person, or whether they suppress their feelings of same-sex attraction.

	6.
	There is no scientific evidence that homosexuality is an illness which requires treatment.

Fact: See #2.

	7.
	In the majority of cases of child abuse, a male heterosexual family member is the abuser.

Fact: See #4.

	8.
	HIV/AIDS is a gay disease.

Myth: HIV/AIDS affects everyone.  Around the world, men, women and children are all affected.  It is sexual behaviour and unsafe sex, not sexual orientation, which puts people at risk of infection.

	9.
	Homosexual people can change their sexual orientation if they really want to.

Myth: See #5.

	10.
	Gay men are effeminate and lesbians are masculine.

Myth: Gay and lesbian people, like all people, come in different shapes, colours and degrees of masculinity and feminity.
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� From a paper by Professor Reginald Bibby of the University of Lethbridge titled Ethos versus Ethics, page 11.  The link is from this website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.homophobiaday.org/default.aspx?scheme=1410" ��http://www.homophobiaday.org/default.aspx?scheme=1410�.  The polling data is from Ipsos Reid (Canadian data) and Gallup (US data).
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