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Depth Perception Introduction

General Questions for Discussion
What are the implications and/or ramifications of the following information? How does it
contribute to our awareness of the nature of this television series?

• Canada: A People’s History begins more than 15 000 years ago.
• It is a joint production of the English and French networks of the CBC.
• The History project includes two companion books, home video/DVD and educational

(public performance) videos of the 17-episode series, a series of eight children’s books, and
a multi-media Web site.

• The project has been called “the personal mission” of Mark Starowicz who is its Executive
Producer. Starowicz is known as the creator of CBC programs such as As It Happens and
as Executive Producer of The Journal, the award-winning CBC current affairs show with
Barbara Frum.

• Well-known author and historian Ramsay Cook (general editor of the Dictionary of
Canadian Biography and retired history professor at York University), was one of the key
advisors on the series.

• According to Senior Producer Hubert Gendron, the producers approached the project as
journalists.

• Another advisor, Jean-Claude Robert, head of the History Department at the Université
du Québec à Montréal, said that there are at least three versions of Canadian history:
that of the English, that of the French, and that of the Native peoples.

• Former CBC president Perrin Beatty called the project “the first genuine history of
Canada in the electronic era.”

• More than 100 organizations (libraries, universities, archives, museums, and historical
societies) were consulted during the research phase of the project.

• The first five episodes of this television series take place well before the photographic era.
• In later episodes, authentic, archival, visual documents (photographs, film footage, etc.)

are integrated into original production and dramatic re-creations.
• The history of Native peoples for thousands of years was an oral history. Written records

were not kept.
• Canada: A People’s History has been referred to as “a narrative” and uses “direct

testimony” from sources such as letters and personal journals.
• Two people—well-known stage actresses—were carefully chosen to narrate the entire

series, Maggie Huculak for the English version, and Marie Tifo for the French.
• The series incorporates historical re-enactments. The 200 “hobbyists” from more than 20

organizations across the country who played in these scenes are referred to as re-enac-
tors. Digital compositing (computer technology) was used in these scenes to multiply the
number of characters seen.

• More than 200 actors from across the country played major roles in the series.
• Six photographers (primarily documentary film-makers) spent two years shooting the se-

quences for the series on location in 10 provinces and two territories. They used digital
cameras allowing for broadcast of the images in the same 16 x 9 aspect ratio as seen in films.

• Seven editors “[wove] the elements together into a narrative form . . . to enhance and
complete the project.” These elements included visual effects, music, sound effects, and
narration.

• The narrative was “built on the stories of the people who made and lived through the
events that shaped our country.” Wherever possible, authentic visual documents such as
paintings, photographs, and moving pictures were used.

• An original musical score was composed for the series that, according to Eric Robertson, one
of the composers, was “big and powerful to signal the importance of the story” but at other
times the score “ called for another treatment” depending on the scene. Reference has been
made to the “tone” of the musical score which changes according to the “tone” of the story.

• Canada: A People’s History was produced as “an enduring national legacy for Canada’s
millennium.”


