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Lesson 46: Trudeau and Aboriginal Rights

Aboriginal Rights Quotations
“We must all be equal under the laws . . . aboriginal rights, this really means saying “we
were here before you . . . we want you to re-open this question . . . ” And our answer . . . is
no. If we think of restoring aboriginal rights to the Indians, well what about the French
who were defeated at the Plains of Abraham? Shouldn’t we restore rights to them? And the
Acadians? And the Japanese Canadians? . . . I can only say as President Kennedy
said . . . We will be just in our time. This is all we can do.”
— Pierre Trudeau

“It was for us in political terms extraordinary. Because you see, up until then you saw
Native leaders in full regalia ONLY when we danced for the Queen. There had never been
a face to face meeting between the country’s Ministers and First Nations leaders. It was a
breakthrough.”
— Harold Cardinal

“Generations of Indians have grown up behind a buckskin curtain of indifference, igno-
rance and, all too often, plain bigotry. Now, at a time when our fellow Canadians consider
the promise of the Just Society, once more the Indians of Canada are betrayed by a
programme which offers nothing better than cultural genocide.”
— Harold Cardinal

“We like the idea of a Canada where all cultures are encouraged to develop in harmony
with one another, to become part of the great mosaic . . . ”
— Harold Cardinal

“If we are to be part of the Canadian mosaic, then we want to be colourful red tiles, taking
our place where red is both needed and appreciated.”
— Harold Cardinal


