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Today's ‘fifth
estate’ to focus on
Airbus affair |

By PHILIP MATHIAS

they

will launch an “immediate” libel
action if today's the fifth estate pro-
defames

gnmontbeAu‘buslﬁmr

The fifth estate has already
played a “dubious role” in pro-
moting “suspicions” against Mr.
Mulroney, according to a letter
sent by the Montreal law firm of
McCarthy Tétrault to CBC chair-
man Guylaine Saucier.

The letter warns that “any evi-

dence of ... malice [in tonight's
program ] will result in a lawsuit
seeking ... exemplary and puni-
tive damages.”
Two other Airbus figures —
German businessman Karlheinz
Schreiber and Tory lobbyist
Frank Moores — are already su-
ing the CBC for a total of $70-
million over earlier programs on
the Airbus affair.

The program is expected ta re-
port that the word Britan appears
in banking documents belonging
to Mr. Schreiber, the man at the
centre of the Airbus affair. Britan is

| allegedly close to the word Brian.

That similarity allegedly suggests a
connection between the two men,
thefifth estate is expected to imply.
tan is also similar to the name of a
country, Britain, and a region of
France, Brittany. It is also close to
the name of the Britta water filter
and other commercial products.

Robert Hladun, Mr. Schreiber’s
Edmonton-based lawyer, said jok-
ingly that Britan may be a refer-
ence to Britney Spears, one of the
music stars most admired by the
65-year-old Mr. Schreiber.

Mr. Schreiber is suing the fifth es-
tate for $35-million in connection
w:thlSSSprognms,Mr thun
pointed out. Depending orfits
taxt.thnsevenmg‘sshowcmldm—
crease his claim for damages and
bring in the element of malice, Mr.
Hiladun said.

Mr. Schreiber is in Toronto await-
ing an Oct. 25 court hearing to de-
termine whether he will be extra-
dited to Germany on allegations of
tax evasion and kickbacks. No
charges have been laid.

Both he and Mr. Mulroney have

denied that any money has ever

passed between them. However,
the so-called Airbus affair has gen-
ersted a series of allegations
against Mr. Mulroney, each one fol-
lowed by revelations that prove the
ion to be false.

In 1995, the Department of Jus-
tice sent a letter to the Swiss gov-
ermnment asking to see Mr.
Schreiber’s bank accounts. That
letter alleged Mr. Mulroney had
engaged in criminal activities dur-
ing his entire term of office from
1984 10 1993.

It also alleged Mr. Mulroney re-
ceived $5-million from Mr.

Airbus Industrie S.A. in 1988,
while Mr. Mulroney was in office.

The bank account that allegedly
received the $5-million only ever
held $500, the Financial Post re-
vealed.

Mr. Mulroney sued the govern-
ment for libel and won $2-million
to cover his legal costs plus an apol-
ogy that admitted any conclusions
of wrongdoing by Mr. Mulroney
were “unjustified.”

On Aug 23, a Swiss Justice official
informed McCarthy Tétrault that
none of Mr. Schreiber’s bank
records “involve accounts of Mr.
Mulroneys”

The same bank records were
seized by the German authorities
and then leaked to the media. The
documents contain what appear to
be code words such as Frankfurt,
Maxwell, Master, Stewardess and
Britan.

In a warrant for Mr. Schreiber’s
arrest, German authorities allege
that Frankfurt refers to Frank
Moores, former Newfoundland
premier, who they claim received
some of the Mr. Schreiber’s Airbus

On hearing this allegation, Mr.
Moores told the Post recently: “Je-
my first denial or my 50th. I have
never received any commissions
from the Airbus sale.”

Mr. Moores is also suing the fifth
estate for $35-million over state-
ments in a 1995 program.

The German . arrest warrant
makes no reference to Mr. Mul-
roney and makes no attempt to in-
terpret the word Britan.

Monday’s letter points out that
McCarthy Tétrault has already ad-
vised Mr. Mulroney once, in 1995,
to include the CBC in the $50-mil-

propoe-
al, but only because he did not wish
to sue members of the media at
that time, Monday'’s letter says.
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