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Feature Story 
Objectives 

Remembering the Slave Lake fire 
 

CLB competency 
outcomes  
Listening:  
Reading: 
Speaking: 
Writing: 

L: Identify factual details and some implied meanings in extended 
narration 
R: Follow main ideas, key words and details in a one page authentic 
text in a moderately demanding context of language use 
S: (Global Descriptor) Pronunciation errors rarely impede 
communication 
W: Take simple notes from reference materials 

Language skills 
Vocabulary: Use vocabulary words in context  

Grammar: Understand and use present simple 

Pronunciation: Identifying –ed word ending pronunciation 

Language Activities (in order of appearance in materials) 

 Answering comprehension questions and discussion questions about 
a short background text on the Slave Lake fire 

Completing pre‐listening activities to build vocabulary and prepare 
learners for audio 
Listening to the audio to identify facts and details 
Listening to audio to develop listening transfer skills 
Identifying –ed endings in audio text 
Identifying meanings of simple present forms 
Completing pre‐ reading vocabulary activity 

Identifying details in a reading activity 
Classifying information 
Taking notes from a text 
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Introduction 

Before you read, think about the following questions.  

How long does it take for a community to recover from a natural disaster? What factors 

will lead to a quicker recovery for a community from a disaster like a wildfire or 

earthquake? 

Background Reading: Slave Lake 1 year after the fire: A community rebuilds 

It’s been one year since a wildfire roared through Slave Lake, Alberta. Fuelled by dry grass 

and brush, then propelled by intense winds, the fire moved quickly and consumed 

everything along its path, including 441 homes, businesses and government buildings in the 

town and surrounding area. 

When the smoke cleared, entire neighbourhoods in Slave Lake had been levelled. The 

inferno left only foundations and the burned hulks of cars and trucks in some areas. 

In terms of cost, the fire is second only to the 1998 ice storm that hit Ontario and Quebec. 

Insurance companies estimate the damage at $742 million. The Alberta government 

contributed another $289 million to build temporary shelters for those who lost their 

homes, and to beef up fire safety in the area. 

As the area marks the first year of the rebuilding effort, the landscape still bears scars from 

the fire. Beside new homes rising in the devastated neighbourhoods, there are the 

foundations of homes untouched since the inferno. Empty lots are littered with charred 

debris, hunks of twisted metal, and for sale signs. 

Many who lost their homes are not coming back. 

Others, staying in temporary homes provided by the province, look out on a view of 

blackened forest. One of the two trailer home communities sits directly on the path the fire 

took into the town. But it’s a view they may not have to wake up to much longer. Some of 

the new houses are complete and families are starting to move out of the trailers and back 

into permanent homes. 

By Terry Reith http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2012/05/11/f-slave-lake-rebuilds.html 

Posted: May 14, 2012 

Food for thought 

What emotional effects of the fire might still be felt by the residents of Slave Lake? 
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The Audio 

In this audio, you will hear CBC journalist Adrienne Lamb speaking with residents of Slave 
Lake one year after a devastating fire there destroyed one third of the town. 

CBC file photo 

Before you listen: 

Did you hear about the Slave Lake fire in 2011? What natural disasters do you recall seeing 

most recently in the media? 

Now listen to the audio – the introduction is here to help you get started… 

SPEAKER TITLE:  REMEMBERING THE SLAVE LAKE FIRE TIME 

Rick Harp In May 2011, a wildfire raged through Slave Lake destroying a third of the buildings 

and forcing everyone to leave. Miraculously no lives were lost, but it was the second 

most expensive disaster in our country’s history. And while many houses and 

businesses have now been re-built, the human cost is still being counted. The CBC’s 

Adrienne Lamb reports from Slave Lake. 

0:00 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

Jamie Coutts is fighting a fire. One he set himself. His blue eyes glance down at a 

generator running the water pump. Jamie’s the chief of the Lesser Slave Lake fire 

service and he’s in charge of this prescribed burn. Today they’re torching a field West 

of town, and Jamie Coutts knows what’s at stake. 

0:26 
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Vocabulary 

The words below are from the audio. The definitions are next to the words.   

Read the definitions then complete the sentences. 

 

WORD DEFINITION 

1. raged (verb) a violent action that is out of control 

2. forcing (verb)  to make someone do something 

3.  glance (verb) to look at something or somewhere for a short period of time 

4. prescribed (adjective) an action undertaken because of a government decision 

5. torching (verb) to destroy something by burning it 

6. worst-case scenario (noun 

phrase) 

the worst situation you can imagine 

7. dousing (verb) to throw water on  

8. snaking (verb) to move along with a lot of bends, like a snake 

9. pumpers (noun) a fire truck (with a pump) 

10. equipment (noun) the tools used for a particular purpose 

11. struggles (noun) a long period of time when a person tries to deal with a difficult 

situation 

12. sparking (verb) to cause something to happen 

13. dragged out (verb) to physically pull someone 

14. process (noun) a series of actions to do something 

15. whiff (noun) a smell which you smell only for a short time 
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Use the vocabulary words above to complete the sentences.  

(Answers can be found in the appendix.) 

1. The protesters were ______________________ of the building by the police. 

2. I am going through the ______________________ of becoming an accountant in 

Canada. 

3. I was worried last night because I got a ______________________ of natural gas so I 

called 3-1-1. 

4. We collected donations to buy ______________________ for the animal shelter clinic. 

5. Since I came to Canada, I have experienced some ______________________ to re-start 

my career. 

6. Don’t worry about the exam; the ______________________ is that you might have to 

take it again if you fail. 

7. During the riot some people were seen ______________________ shops and office 

buildings. 

8. The government used a ____________________ burn to get rid of a dangerous amount 

of dead trees in the area. 

9. My boss ______________________ at the clock during our meeting so I knew he 

wanted to leave. 

10. We managed to put the fire out by ______________________  it with water from the 

lake. 

11. The fire at the community centre was put out by several firetrucks and a 

______________________ . 

12. The rent increase was ______________________ many of the tenants to leave the 

building because they could not afford it. 

13. I was shocked when the fire at the grocery store ______________________  all night 

before the fire fighters could get it under control. 

14. The new rules about drinking and driving have been ______________________ a lot of 

calls to the police asking for more explanation. 

15. The river is ______________________ through the valley. 
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Listening for meaning  

Read and answer the following questions.  

1. When did the Slave Lake fire happen? 
 
 
 

2. Why might Jamie Coutts be deliberately setting a fire in this story? 
 
 
 

3. What is the impact on people in the town of the fire Jamie Coutts starts? 
 
 
 

4. Explain the reasons why the Slave Lake fire department has new equipment? 
 
 
 

5. Describe some of the problems Slave Lake residents are still experiencing one year 
after the fire? 
 
 
 

6. What challenges has the Slave Lake fire caused in Courtney Murphy’s life? 
 
 
 

7. What challenges has the Slave Lake fire caused in Trish Dombrowski’s life? 
 
 
 

8. How is Jamie Coutts spending the one year anniversary of the fire? 
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Listening strategies – Who said what? 

Listen to the podcast again 

The goal of the listening strategies section of the monthly feature lesson is to help you to improve your 

listening skills for all listening situations– not just this audio. 

Can you keep track of who said what and who expressed which feelings? What was journalist Adrienne 

Lamb’s opinion and what did fire chief, Jamie Coutts say? Which feelings were expressed by radio station 

employee, Courtney Murphy and which by car dealership employee, Trish Dombrowski? 

Put a check mark in the column for what each person expressed. There may be more than one check mark 

in a row if more than one person expressed the same thing.  

Comment Adrienne Lamb 

– Journalist 

Jamie Coutts – 

Slave Lake 

firefighter 

Courtney Murphy –  

Radio station 

employee 

Trish Dombrowski- 

dealership 

employee 

A black column is smoke is 

rising 

    

The pump and the motor on 

previous fire trucks were 

ruined 

    

A million dollars of new 

equipment has been given 

to the fire department 

    

People are fighting with 

their insurance companies 

    

There is anger about how 

much warning was given 

during the fire 

    

Has not recovered from the 

experience of the fire 

    

Feels guilty about the fire     

Feels angry and impatient 

all the time 

    

Going to the Nickelback 

concert on the fire 

anniversary 
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Building Speaking Skills 

Pronunciation: -ed endings.  

The –ed ending of words is pronounced differently depending on the sound that comes before 

it. The chart below shows the three different pronunciations of –ed.  

/t/  sound /d/  sound /Id/  sound  

helped (sounds like helpt) 

kissed 

kicked 

miffed 

washed 

watched 

planned (sounds like pland) 

followed 

saved 

pleased 

banged 

seated (sounds like seatid) 

stranded 

The following words are all spoken in the podcast. Try to place the words in the correct category 

on the chart. Use the examples to help you.used 

counted prescribed dreamed wrecked 

wanted  passed  killed  dragged 

rushed  started  tired   

required unemployed worried  

Tip: Listen for –ed endings when you are listening to the radio and watching T.V. When you 
are speaking, correct yourself if you make a mistake.  

Shadowing: Now listen to this clip from the podcast again.  (3:22- 4:04) 

Adrienne She rushed to her car, started to phone in reports to their sister station, an hour 
and a half away. But still, guilt and questions about whether she could have 
done more. Now the anniversary. The town once again in the spotlight. And for 
Courtney Murphy, the personal cost of the fire: high. 

Courtney During the fires, my boyfriend of eight years left me because it was too much 
for him to handle. I’m getting really tired and I’ve been getting sick constantly 
and I think it’s just because I’m run down. And again I can’t take that time away 
because I’m worried that something might happen and I won’t be here. 

Practice saying the passage at the same time as Adrienne & Courtney. Try to sound exactly 
like them.  Pay attention to –ed endings.  You can practice as many times as you want! 

Extra Practice: Tell someone you know a story about a time when someone helped 
you with a problem you were having (e.g., your car broke down). While you are 
speaking pay attention to the –ed endings of your past tense verbs! 
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Grammar Activity –  
The simple present tense 

The simple present tense tells us about the immediate fact of our statement. Julia lives in 

Red Deer. It is most common in conversation and academic writing1.  

This tense is describing a fact that is happening now and is not about to change. It can be 

thought of as a complete thought. 

The form of the present simple is: 

 1st and 2nd person singular and 1st, 2nd, & 3rd person plural = 

Subject + verb (base form)  

 3rd person singular = 

Subject + verb (base form) + s 

  

                                                             
1 Biber, D., Johansson, S., Leech, G., Conrad, S. & Finegan, E. (1999). Longman grammar of spoken and 

written English. Essex, England: Pearson Education. 
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Celce Murcia & Larsen Freeman (1999)2 provide the following different uses for the 

simple present: 

 

Use for the simple present Example 

Habitual actions in the present She takes the school bus every morning. 

Timeless truths  Water freezes at zero degrees centigrade. 

To indicate states, using be and stative 

verbs  

The house smells bad when we cook fish. 

In the subordinate clause when the main 

clause contains a future time verb 

After he graduates, he will take a trip 

around the world. 

To describe the future when an event is 

scheduled 

He has a dental appointment on the 25th. 

A demonstration or procedure I add six eggs to the mixture. 

Present speech act – when speaking 

completes the action. 

I resign my position on the Board. 

Narration of past stories “Mr Bean tries to put the turkey in the 

oven but it ends up on his head!” 

There are at least twenty examples of the simple present in the transcript. 

Can you figure out for each example of the present simple in the transcript, which use 

from the table above is correct? Don't forget negatives! Answers can be found in the 

answer key in the Appendix. 

  

                                                             
2 2 Celce-Murcia, M,. & Larsen – Freeman, D. (1999). The grammar book. Heinle & Heinle. Adapted. 
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Reading Activity 

Pre-reading vocabulary 

The following vocabulary activity will help you to understand the reading above. 

Match each word to its correct definition. 

The first one is done for you. (Answers can be found in the appendix.) 

1. facility B A.  small pieces of wood and paper that can 

start a fire  

2. overhanging  B.  a place to be used for a specific activity 

3. scrape  C.  to remove something by dragging across the 

surface with a tool 

4. kindling  D.  a piece of wood or coal that is red and very 

hot that burns after flames have gone 

5. gradually  E.  remove the top of something so that what is 

underneath can be seen 

6. embers  F.  to make certain that something will happen 

7. extinguish  G. to change something by moving it from its 

original position 

8. disturb  H. slowly over time  

9. expose  I.  to stop a fire burning 

10. ensure  J.  when one thing hangs over another 
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Reading activity 
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Reading for meaning 

 

Now read the text more carefully and decide if the following statements are true or false based on the 

information in the brochure.  

 

Check the correct column. 

Statement True False 

Campfire facilities that are provided are specially designed to 

be safe. 

  

It is not a good idea to build a campfire where one has been 

built before. 

  

A fire pit must be more than one metre wide to be safe.   

Grasses and leaves should be placed around the fire pit to 

help the fire burn. 

  

If your fire is difficult to start, use flammable liquid to get it 

going. 

  

Never put loose paper on the fire. It could blow away.   

To put out the fire, you should first add water.   

Place your hand above the ashes to be sure the fire is out.   

 

Answers can be found in the appendix  
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Reading Strategies 

The goal of the reading strategies section of the monthly feature lesson is to help you to become a better reader 

of all reading texts – not just this text. 

Classification activity 

Most information can be classified into groups based on certain qualities. 

The information in the wildfire prevention brochure could be classified into groups of activities to do before you 

leave for your trip/things to do when you build your fire/things to do when your fire is done. 

Can you classify the tips in the brochure according to this classification system? 

 

Think of two other possible ways to classify the information in the brochure. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Suggested answers can be found in the appendix. 
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Writing Activity  

Look at the reading text above. Often when you are doing research in college or university, you will 

need to take notes from a written text. It is important not to copy the text word for word. 

Use the table below to guide your note taking from the camp fire safety text. 

It can also help to use abbreviations when you are taking notes from a text.  

The purpose of campfire stoves, rings, 

and pits 

 

 

Guidelines for selecting a site for a 

campfire when facilities are not provided 

 

 

 

The role of a water source and wind in 

choosing a site 

 

 

 

Equipment for a camp fire  

 

 

How to prepare the site  

 

 

How to start the fire  

 

 

How to extinguish the fire  

 

 

Sample answers in the appendix 
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Links 

Links to the community 

You can find out about the Alberta Government’s most up to date information on wildfires in the 

province by following them on Twitter, https://twitter.com/ABGovWildfire  

If you are going camping and want to find out if there is a fire ban in the area you are visiting, check out 

the latest information on the Alberta Government’s wildfire Facebook page, 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alberta-Wildfire-Info/357885625988?sk=info  

The Government of Alberta’s official website with information about wildfire prevention and more, 

http://srd.alberta.ca/Wildfire/Default.aspx  

Links for language learning 

An online interactive website to help you to improve your pronunciation: 

http://www.englishaccentcoach.com/  

 

BigThink has interesting videos about all sorts of topics and many of the speakers are experts: 

http://bigthink.com/ 

 

This is a great site from the University of Victoria ESL website with information on how to write a 

summary, http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/courses/elc/sample/advanced/wt/wt_31.htm  

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/ABGovWildfire
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alberta-Wildfire-Info/357885625988?sk=info
http://srd.alberta.ca/Wildfire/Default.aspx
http://www.englishaccentcoach.com/
http://bigthink.com/
http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/courses/elc/sample/advanced/wt/wt_31.htm
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Appendix - Answer Keys 

Introduction 

Before you read, think about the following questions.  

Did you hear about the Slave Lake fire in 2011? What natural disasters do you recall seeing most 

recently in the media? 

Answers will vary. 

 

Pre-listening vocabulary 

1. The protesters were dragged of the building by the police. 

2. I am going through the process of becoming an accountant in Canada. 

3. I was worried last night because I got a whiff of natural gas so I called  3-1-1. 

4. We collected donations to buy equipment for the animal shelter vet clinic. 

5. Since I came to Canada, I have experienced some struggles to re-start my career. 

6. Don’t worry about the exam; the worst-case scenario is that you might have to take it again if 

you fail. 

7. During the riot some people were seen torching shops and office buildings. 

8. The government used a prescribed burn to get rid of a dangerous amount of dead trees in 

the area. 

9. My boss glanced at the clock during our meeting so I knew he wanted to leave. 

10. We managed to put the fire out by dousing it with water from the lake. 

11. The fire at the community centre was put out by several firetrucks and a pumper. 

12. The new rent was forcing many of the tenants to leave the building because they could not 

afford it. 

13. I was shocked when the fire at the grocery store raged all night before the fire fighters could 

get it under control. 

14. The new rules about drinking and driving have been sparking a lot of calls to the police asking 

for more explanation. 

15. The river is snaking through the valley. 
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Listening for meaning 

1. When did the Slave Lake fire happen? 
May 2011 
 
 

2. Why might Jamie Coutts be deliberately setting a fire in this story? 
To get rid of dangerous materials that could lead to another wild fire 
 
 

3. What is the impact on people in the town of the fire Jamie Coutts starts? 
 
It makes them anxious and nervous.  
 

4. Explain the reasons why the Slave Lake fire department has new equipment? 
 
Their old equipment was damaged or destroyed or by the fire the year before. 
 

5. Describe some of the problems Slave Lake residents are still experiencing one year after 
the fire? 
 
Problems with housing, problems with insurance companies, emotional problems 
 

6. What challenges has the Slave Lake fire caused in Courtney Murphy’s life? 
 
Stress and problems with personal relationships 
 

7. What challenges has the Slave Lake fire caused in Trish Dombrowski’s life? 
 
Problems with employment, and emotional problems. 
 

8. How is Jamie Coutts spending the one year anniversary of the fire? 
Going to the Nickelback concert on the anniversary 
 

Listening strategies – Who said what 

Answer Key 

Comment Adrienne 

Lamb – 

Journalist 

Jamie Coutts – 

Slave Lake fire 

chief 

Courtney Murphy 

–  Radio station 

employee 

Trish 

Dombrowski- 

dealership 

employee 

A black column is smoke is 

rising 

�    
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The pump and the motor 

on previous fire trucks 

were ruined 

 �   

A million dollars of new 

equipment has been given 

to the fire department 

�    

People are fighting with 

their insurance companies 

�    

There is anger about how 

much warning was given 

during the fire 

�    

Has not recovered from the 

experience of the fire 

  � � 

Feels guilty about the fire  � �  

Feels angry and impatient 

all the time 

   � 

Going to the Nickelback 

concert on the fire 

anniversary 

 �   

 

Building Speaking Skills 

Pronunciation: -ed word endings 

/t/  sound /d/  sound /Id/  sound  

passed 

wrecked 

rushed 

 

killed 

dreamed  

prescribed 

dragged 

tired 

required 

unemployed 

counted 

wanted  

started 
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worried 

 
Grammar Activity – Simple present 
Sample answers - There are more examples of the simple present in the transcript. 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

A black column of smoke rises, a helicopter overhead, just in case. Coutts watches a 

dozen firefighters dousing hotspots, hoses snaking from shiny red pumpers. 

1:06 

 
Jamie Coutts It’s tough to look around, and look at all these trucks, and you know, think about, well 

how did we get these trucks, right? One we got ‘cos one burnt down before it. Another 

one we got ‘cos the pump and the motor were wrecked ‘cos we ran it for two weeks 

straight without shutting it off. 

1:21 

 
Adrienne 

Lamb 

Downtown the smoke is sparking calls: to the fire hall, to 9-1-1, to the local radio station.  

Courtney Murphy digs around in her big, purple purse for her phone. The tall, thin 

brunette is the voice of news in this town. And since the fire, she feels like she’s always 

on duty. 

1:51 

 
Adrienne 

Lamb 

Courtney hears about the day-to-day struggles. People still fighting with their insurance 

companies, with their builders, with each other. Murphy says there’s envy here. Big, new 

homes popping up and people who weren’t burnt out are jealous. The 28 year old says 

there is also anger, over how much warning people were given to get out of town and 

how she passed the word along. 

2:31 

 
Courtney 

Murphy 

During the fires, my boyfriend of eight years left me because it was too much for him to 

handle. I’m getting really tired and I’ve been getting sick constantly and I think it’s just 

because I’m run down. And again I cant take that time away because I’m worried that 

something might happen and I wont be here. 

3:42 

 
Adrienne 

Lamb  

The fifty five year old works in the Ford dealership in town, but not for much longer. 4:12 

 
Adrienne 

Lamb  

She jokes about replacing everything she’s lost, but the pain is clear. 4:37 

 
Trish 

Dombrowski 

My emotions are not right anymore. I cry very easily; I get upset very easily; I have no 

patience anymore. I get angry and that’s not me. I am normally a very happy person and 

4:43 
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I’m the person that’s out there to help other people and now I don't know how to ask for 

help. 

 
Adrienne 

Lamb 

Her family is here. Trish Dombrowski says she can’t leave town but when she catches a 

whiff of smoke she wishes she could.  

Jamie Coutts heads back to the fire hall. Knowing the control burn is under control. He 

says a year later it’s all still here: the loss, the fear, the guilt. 

5:03 

 
Use for the simple present Transcript 

Habitual actions in the present hears 

works 

cry 

Timeless truths   

To indicate states, using be and stative verbs  It’s 

feels 

is 

think 

are 

get 

have 

am 

In the subordinate clause when the main clause 

contains a future time verb 

catches 

wishes 

To describe the future when an event is scheduled  

A demonstration or procedure  

Present speech act – when speaking completes the 

action. 

Digs 

Narration of past stories rises 

watches 
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jokes 

heads 

 

Reading Activity –  

Pre-Reading Vocabulary 

 

1. facility B A.  small pieces of wood and paper that can start a 

fire  

2. overhanging J B.  a place to be used for a specific activity 

3. scrape C C.  to remove something by dragging across the 

surface with a tool 

4. kindling A D. a piece of wood or coal that is red and very hot 

that burns after flames have gone 

5. gradually H E.  remove the top of something so that what is 

underneath can be seen 

6. embers D F.  to make certain that something will happen 

7. extinguish I G.  to change something by moving it from its 

original position 

8. disturb G H. slowly over time  

9. expose E I.  to stop a fire burning 

10. ensure F J.  when one thing hangs over another 
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Reading for meaning 

Statement True False 

Campfire facilities that are provided are specially designed 

to be safe. 

�  

It is not a good idea to build a camp fire where one has 

been built before. 

 � 

A firepit must be more than one metre wide to be safe.  � 

Grasses and leaves should be placed around the fire pit to 

help the fire burn. 

 � 

If your fire is difficult to start, use flammable liquid to get 

it going. 

 � 

Never put loose paper on the fire. It could blow away. �  

To put out the fire, you should first add water.  � 

Place your hand above the ashes to be sure the fire is out. �  

Reading Strategies 

 
Reading Strategies Answer Key 

The information in the wildfire prevention brochure could be classified into groups of activities to do before you 

leave for your trip/things to do when you build your fire/things to do when your fire is done. 

Can you classify the tips in the brochure according to this classification system? 

 

To do before you leave for your trip Things to do when you build your 
fire 

Things to do when you are 
done with the fire 

Pack the correct equipment to dig 
a pit 

Choose a safe site Stop adding wood long before 
you want to extinguish the fire 

Bring water or a container to keep 
water close by. 

Dig a pit 1 metre in diameter Spread the fire remains 
around 

Call to check for firebans Build stones around the pit. Slowly add water. 

 Clear away debris from around 
the pit. 

Stir the fire contents until 
smoke/steam stops 

  Hold your hand above the fire 
to check it is cool. 
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 You could classify by what preparations are about choosing a place/bringing 
equipment/extinguishing the fire. 

 You could classify by actions that are preparations and those that are precautions – in 
other words what you should do and what you should NOT do. 

Writing Practice Activity 

The purpose of campfire stoves, rings, 

and pits 

To stop a fire spreading 

 

Guidelines for selecting a site for a 

campfire when facilities are not provided 

Not near:  

 dry grass 

 bush 

 leaves 

 logs 

 overhanging branches 
The role of a water source and wind in 

choosing a site 

You should be near a water source but sheltered from the 

wind 

Equipment for a camp fire shovel 

axe 

water 

fire extinguisher 

How to prepare the site Dig the pit 

Make a rim to control fire spread 

Move anything from close by that could catch fire 

How to start the fire Use kindling 

Be gradual 

Avoid starter fluids 

How to extinguish the fire Stop adding fluid 

Allow the fire to die down 

Spread the embers 

Slowly add water or dirt 
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Appendix – Transcript 
 

SPEAKER TITLE:  SLAVE LAKE FIRE TIME 

Rick Harp In May 2011, a wildfire raged through Slave Lake destroying a third of the buildings 

and forcing everyone to leave. Miraculously no lives were lost, but it was the 

second most expensive disaster in our country’s history. And while many houses 

and businesses have now been re-built, the human cost is still being counted. The 

CBC’s Adrienne Lamb reports from Slave Lake. 

0:00 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

Jamie Coutts is fighting a fire. One he set himself. His blue eyes glance down at a 

generator running the water pump. Jamie’s the chief of the Lesser Slave Lake fire 

service and he’s in charge of this prescribed burn. Today they’re torching a field 

West of town, and Jamie Coutts knows what’s at stake. 

0:26 

Jamie Coutts After you lose what we lost last year, I don't think you just go into it thinking that 

it’ll be a couple of grassfires and right? You go into it thinking the worst-case 

scenario, which now of course is much worse than any of us ever dreamed of 

before.  

0:51 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

A black column of smoke rises, a helicopter overhead, just in case. Coutts watches 

a dozen firefighters dousing hotspots, hoses snaking from shiny red pumpers. 

1:06 

Jamie Coutts It’s tough to look around and look at all these trucks and you know think about 

well how did we get these trucks, right? One we got ‘cos one burnt down before it. 

Another one we got because the pump and the motor were wrecked ‘cos we ran it 

for two weeks straight without shutting it off. 

1:21 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

More than a million dollars worth of equipment. All to help the chief and his crew 

as they face this year’s wild fire season.   

1:36 

Jamie Coutts More people, more equipment, more responsibility, more pressure. It’s all the 

struggles, I guess. 

1:44 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

Downtown the smoke is sparking calls: to the fire hall, to 9-1-1, to the local radio 

station. Courtney Murphy digs around in her big, purple purse for her phone. The 

tall, thin brunette is the voice of news in this town. And since the fire, she feels like 

she’s always on duty. 

1:51 

Courtney 

Murphy 

The smoke, residents are freaking about it. And last night there were some 

mothers and they wanted to know the locations, they wanted to know the times 

they were happening because their children are suffering so much still, and they 

just wanted to show them that the firefighters are good people, they’re safe. 

When they have smoke going, it’s okay. 

2:12 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

Courtney hears about the day-to-day struggles. People still fighting with their 

insurance companies, with their builders, with each other. Murphy says there’s 

envy here. Big, new homes popping up and people who weren’t burnt out are 

jealous. The 28 year old says there is also anger, over how much warning people 

were given to get out of town and how she passed the word along. 

2:31 

Courtney 

Murphy 

I had people coming up to me and telling me that I almost killed them. I almost 

killed their best friend. I was the reason that the town almost burnt down. And, 

2:56 
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that in itself has just torn pieces out me, and I didn't want to even leave the 

building. I had to be dragged out and thirty minutes later our building was gone. 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

She rushed to her car, started to phone in reports to their sister station, an hour 

and a half away. But still, guilt and questions about whether she could have done 

more. Now the anniversary. The town once again in the spotlight. And for 

Courtney Murphy, the personal cost of the fire: high. 

3:22 

Courtney 

Murphy 

During the fires, my boyfriend of eight years left me because it was too much for 

him to handle. I’m getting really tired and I’ve been getting sick constantly and I 

think it’s just because I’m run down. But again I can’t take that time away because 

I’m worried that something might happen and I won’t be here. 

3:42 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

Trish Dombrowski wishes she wasn't here.  4:04 

Trish 

Dombrowski 

The serial number goes in this space down here. 4:08 

Adrienne 

Lamb  

The fifty five year old works at the Ford dealership in town, but not for much 

longer. 

4:12 

Trish 

Dombrowski 

I actually have been working at the same job for ten years and I have had to resign 

because I just don't feel that I am mentally able to do the job that is required of 

me. I am in the process of training some new people and then I’ll be unemployed. I 

guess that gives me more time to shop for furniture. 

4:17 

Adrienne 

Lamb  

She jokes about replacing everything she’s lost, but the pain is clear. 4:37 

Trish 

Dombrowski 

My emotions are not right anymore. I cry very easily; I get upset very easily; I have 

no patience anymore. I get angry and that’s not me. I am normally a very happy 

person and I’m the person that’s out there to help other people and now I don't 

know how to ask for help. 

4:43 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

Her family is here. Trish Dombrowski says she can’t leave town but when she 

catches a whiff of smoke she wishes she could.  

Jamie Coutts heads back to the fire hall. Knowing the control burn is under control. 

He says a year later it’s all still here: the loss, the fear, the guilt. 

5:03 

Jamie Coutts I think for all the firefighters you’re in a job where we don't lose and we lost lots last 

year so you know for us now the most important thing is to get through one fire 

season at a time. Baby steps, now. 

5:26 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

Steps moving forward, away from the painful memories. In fact, Jamie Coutts is 

taking the anniversary off. 

5:42 

Jamie Coutts I’m going to go to the Nickelback concert in Edmonton. Didn't get to do what I 

wanted to last year on the 15th so this year, I’m going to try. 

5:50 

Adrienne 

Lamb 

In Slave Lake, Alberta, I’m Adrienne Lamb. 5:58 

 


