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Feature Story 
Objectives 

Top 25 Immigrants award 
 

CLB competency 
outcomes  
Listening:  
Reading: 
Speaking: 
Writing: 

L: Identify factual details and some implied meanings in extended 
narration 
R: Express information contained in a graph as texts:     
S: (Global Descriptor) Pronunciation errors rarely impede 
communication. 
W: Demonstrates good control over common sentence patterns, 
coordination and subordination, and spelling and mechanics. 

Language skills 
Vocabulary: Use vocabulary words in context  

Grammar: Understand question formation 

Pronunciation: Creating pronunciation practice strategies 

Language Activities (in order of appearance in materials) 

 Answering comprehension questions and discussion questions about 
a short background text on dress codes 

Completing pre‐listening activities to build vocabulary and prepare 
learners for audio 
Listening to the audio to identify facts and details 
Listening to audio to develop listening transfer skills 

Creating strategies for improving pronunciation 
Identifying and classifying different types of questions 
Completing pre‐ reading activity about readings charts and graphs 

Identifying facts in a reading activity 
Identifying details in a reading activity 
Writing summaries 
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Introduction 

Before you read, think about the following questions.  

Do you know anyone who is inspiring? Why are they inspiring?  

Background Reading:  

Canadian Immigrant 

Canadian Immigrant is a magazine and website (canadianimmigrant.ca) designed to help immigrants 

settle in Canada.  It publishes columns and articles with useful information and tips and also shares 

inspiring stories about immigrants.  Currently Canadian Immigrant is running a competition looking 

for the top 25 immigrants of 2012.  There were more than 500 people nominated and now there is a 

shortlist of 75 people.  Some of the people on the list are already famous in Canada.  For example, 

rapper K’naan is on the list, as is MP Olivia Chow. The people who make the shortlist are chosen 

based on how they inspire others, on their personal achievements, and on the difficulties they have 

managed to overcome. People can visit the website and vote for who they think should win.   

NOTE: Information for this paragraph was found at http://canadianimmigrant.ca 

Background Reading: Questions 

Understanding the reading 

1) What is the purpose of Canadian Immigrant? 

2) How many people were nominated for the competition? 

3) How many people made the short list? 

4) Who are two famous people on the short list? 

Food for thought 

5) If you could nominate one person for the competition who would you pick? Why? 
 

 

  

http://canadianimmigrant.ca/
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The Audio 

In this Audio, you will hear CBC journalist Rick Harp interviewing Mohammed Idriss and Beatriz Kelly, 

two immigrants who have been nominated for an award – Canada’s Top 25 immigrants. 

 

For what reasons, do you think that people are motivated to move to Canada as immigrants? 

What were your motivations for coming to Canada? 

 

Now listen to the Audio – the introduction is here to help you get started… 

 

SPEAKER TITLE: TOP IMMIGRANTS TIME 

Rick Immigrants all over the country are vying to join the list of Canada’s top 
twenty-five immigrants. It’s actually a contest run by Canadian Immigrant 
Magazine to honour the contribution of those who’ve left their countries 
and now call Canada home. And there are two Alberta nominees counting 
on your vote. Mohammed Idriss is from the town of Brooks and Beatrice 
Kelly is from Edmonton. Good morning to you both.  

0:00 

Mohammed 

& Beatrice 

Good morning! 0:24 
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Vocabulary 

The words below are from the audio. The definitions are next to the words.  Read the definitions 

then complete the sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*when people win important awards they often say they are humbled as way of showing respect to 

the people who gave the award 

 

WORD DEFINITION 

1. vying (verb) trying to win something 

2. contribution (noun) time or money given to help with something 

3. nominees (noun) people who have been formally chosen to compete for an 

award or position 

4. extraordinary (adjective) amazing 

5. recognition (noun) the acknowledgment of good things a person has done 

6. involved (adjective) being active in helping something grow and develop 

7. campaigned (verb) organized support to help a person win a contest  

8. honour (noun) a showing of respect and esteem for a person 

9. board of directors (noun 

phrase) 

a group of people who oversee the running of an 

organization or business and vote on important issues 

10. quite (adverb/adjective) really (it is used as an intensifier for verbs, adjectives, and 

occasionally for nouns)   

11. expiry (noun) The act of something no longer being usable or valid 

12. legally without breaking the law 

13. attracted caused to like or want something 

14. pen pals friends that you only know through writing letters or 

email 

15. humbled Made to feel modest and insignificant* 
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Use the vocabulary words (questions 1-15) above to complete the sentences. The first one is 

done for you. (answers can be found in the appendix) 

1. I would just like to say how _______________ I am to have won this award. 

2. Our college is run by a _______________ who are all members of the community.  

3. I am now one of the _______________ for the creative writing prize! I hope I win! 

4. What is the _______________ date on your driver’s license? 

5. That was one of the most _______________ shows I have ever seen. It was so good! 

6. I wish my boss would give me some _______________ for all of the good work I do 

around here.  

7. I was _______________ to the clean air and beauty of Banff so I moved there.  

8. I think it is important to be really _______________ in your children’s lives and schools.  

9. We _______________ for our friend to become a city councilor by putting up signs and 

going from door to door talking to people. Unfortunately she didn’t win.  

10. It was a huge _______________ to be invited to the prime minister’s party.  

11.  All of the assistant managers are _______________ for the new general manager 

position.  

12. My mother was given an award for her _______________ to the community library. 

13. That was _______________ good wine.  

14. In Alberta you can _______________ go to the bar when you are 18 years old.  

15. I have had several _______________ over the years but I haven’t met any of them.  

 

Listening for meaning  

Read the following statements and indicate whether they are TRUE or FALSE.  If the sentence is 

false, write the true statement. The first one is done for you.  

1. The contest has two winners. 

TRUE 
 FALSE    Twenty-five people will win and make the list. 

2. The contest is for people who used to live outside of Canada. 

TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Mohammed was surprised to be nominated. 

TRUE 
FALSE ____________________________________________________________ 
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4. Mohammed is a volunteer at a settlement agency in Brooks. 

TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Mohammed has been in Canada longer than Beatriz.  

TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Beatriz came to Canada as a student. 

TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Mohammed has lived in three different countries.  

TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
 

8. Mohammed’s wife grew up in Ethiopia. 

TRUE 

FALSE ____________________________________________________________ 
 

9. Mohammed is happy with his life in Canada.  

TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

10. If you visit the website, you can vote for Beatriz and Mohamed.  
TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
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Listening strategies – Who said what? 

Listen to the podcast again 

The goal of the listening strategies section of the monthly feature lesson is to help you to improve 

your listening skills for all listening situations– not just this audio. 

While you are listening, complete this table.  

Compare these experiences of the people in the story. Put a checkmark in the column for the 

experiences and situations Mohammed has experienced, in the column for the situations and 

experiences Caroline has experienced and in both columns for situations and experiences that they 

have both experienced 

(Answers can be found in the appendix) 

Comment Mohammed Idriss Beatrice Kelly 

Working in Brooks   

The manager of a Settlement 

agency 

  

Works as a volunteer helping other 

immigrants 

  

Comes from Mexico   

First arrived in Canada in 1970   

First came to Manitoba   

Lived in Pakistan   

Was pen pals with a Canadian in 

university 

  

Entered Canada originally on a 

student visa 

  

Answers can be found in the appendix 
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Building Speaking Skills 

Improving your pronunciation.  

If you are interested in improving your pronunciation there are many things you can do outside of 

class to help you improve.  What are three things you can think of to help you improve your 

pronunciation outside of class? 

1.______________________________________________ 

2._______________________________________________ 

3.______________________________________________ 

 

Now read the tips below. How many do you think would be good for you? 

 

Tips for improving pronunciation 

1) Shadowing: find a video you like and learn the dialogue for a short scene. You can often find 
scripts on the Internet.  Practice until you have memorized the script.  Practice saying the 
scene along with the characters. Try to copy them exactly.  This can really help with stress 
and intonation…and its fun! 
 

2) Think about difficult words that you need to use a lot in your life or work. Make a list.  For 
example, if you are (or want to be) a hairdresser you will often use words like highlight, 
layers, and trim.  It is easier to improve the important words first than to master all of the 
rules of pronunciation.  
 

3) If you have a smart phone or a laptop you have the ability to record yourself.  Try speaking 
and listening to yourself.  Write down everything you say and listen carefully for any mistakes 
you think you might have made.  
 

4) If you look a word up in the dictionary, also look up the pronunciation and stress pattern.  
Knowing a word means to know how it is said! 
 

5) Try to practice for five minutes every day.  It is better to practice a little bit everyday than to 
practice for a long time once a week. 
 

6) Think about pronunciation when you are using English. It is easy to forget about 
pronunciation when you are trying to communicate with people.  Sometimes it is helpful to 
set an alarm each day to remind yourself to think about pronunciation when you are 
speaking. 
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Grammar Activity – Question formation 
 

Question formation can be tricky in English. Look at the following question from the audio: 

Who gave you this honor? 

In this case, the wh-word, ‘who’ questions the subject. 

The answer will provide the subject of the answer sentence: 

 The board of directors gave me this honor. 

Questions like this ask about the subject, and therefore there is no need to add 'do' for verbs 

without an auxiliary as part of their structure and no inversion of the word order.  

On the other hand…. 

When did you arrive in Canada? 

This question already contains the subject ‘you’  - this question asks about the adverbial, date. 

For wh-words that question the object and/or the adverbial need to add an auxiliary 'do' and the 

word order of the question is changed: 

 I arrived in Canada in the 1970s. 

Verbs that already have an auxiliary as part of their tense structure will just have an inverted 

word order without adding another auxiliary like ‘do’: 

How long have you been in Canada? I have been in Canada for 20 years. 

Look at these sentences from the interview. Which kind of question are they? Do they ask about 

the subject or do they ask about the object/adverbial? It might help you to think about what the 

subject of the answer would most likely be…  

Why were you nominated? 

What is your country of origin? 

What led to your nomination? 

What do you do? 

Why did you come to Canada? 

What was it about Canada that attracted you?  

Explanations can be found in the appendix.  
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Reading Activity- Alberta Immigration Progress Report 2011 

http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WIA/WIA-IM-immigration-progess-report.pdf  

Pre-Reading  

Reading information from charts and graphs 

Charts and graphs present information and data in a visual form to make those facts easier to 

understand. They are an essential kind of reading for working and living in Alberta.  

Reading and interpreting the information in charts and graphs can help you figure out what facts 

mean. 

Steps in reading charts and graphs: 

1. Read the title and source of the facts 

Ask yourself, “Does this make sense?” 

 For example if you look at a graph of the population of Canada that states the 

population to be 33 – ask yourself does that make sense? This will attract your 

attention to extra information on the graph such as  

“All figures shown are in millions” 

2. Read all of the labels on the chart or graph. 

3. In this way you will find out what each line, mark, column, axis, section means. 

4. Look for a key/legend to explain what different colours or shading on the graph might 

mean. 

5. Analyze what the relationships are between different lines or columns represent 

 

 

Now look on the next two pages at these recent immigration statistics published by the Alberta 

Government: 

 

 

http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WIA/WIA-IM-immigration-progess-report.pdf
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Immigration Trends  
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 Reading for meaning 

Answers can be found in the appendix. 

 

Please circle the best answer for each of the questions below. 

1. Top ten source countries 

Colombia 

a. is one of the top ten source countries 

b. was one of the top source countries for two of the years reported 

c. was never a top source country 

d. might be a top source country 

 

2. Destination within Alberta 

The percentage of immigrants destined for Calgary is 

a. slowly increasing 

b. slowly decreasing 

c. staying the same 

d. increasing then decreasing 

3. Destination within Alberta  

Edmonton’s popularity as a destination city 

a. was the highest in 2010 

b. is  the second highest overall 

c. hasn’t changed since 2006 

d. a and b 

4. Top 10 mother tongues 

There has been an increase in the number of immigrants who speak 

a. Tagalog 

b. Tagalog and Arabic 

c. Arabic 

d. Arabic and Vietnamese 

 



© CBC 2011 Permission is granted reproduction of these pages for educational purposes only.  
For more information on copyright please see http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/ 

15 

5. Age groups 

The percentage of seniors coming to Alberta has 

a. increased slightly  

b. increased dramatically 

c. stayed the same 

d. decreased slightly 

e. decreased dramatically 

 

6. Age groups 

The second most popular age group is: 

a. 0-14 

b. 15-24 

c. 25-44 

d. 45-64 
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Reading Strategies 

The goal of the reading strategies section of the monthly feature lesson is to help you to become a better reader 

of all reading texts – not just this text. 

Now you have spent some time reading the charts, can you scan across the reading to answer these True/False 

questions? Put a check mark in the correct column depending if the statement is true or false based on the 

charts. 

Answers can be found in the appendix 

 

 True False 

In 2010, there were more immigrants to 

Alberta from Philippines than the second 

and third source countries combined. 

  

Immigration from Mexico remained stable 

during the period 2006-2010. 

  

The total number of immigrants to Alberta 

increased every year from 2006- 2010. 

  

The number of source countries for 

immigration to Alberta fluctuated a great 

deal from 2006-2010. 

  

More immigrants settled in Calgary than 

Edmonton during the period 2006-2010. 

  

Most immigrants between 2006-2010 

settled in Calgary or Edmonton. 

  

English was the mother tongue of the 

highest number of immigrants between 

2006-2010. 

  

The most frequent age range for immigrants 

between 2006-2010 was 25-44 and this 

remained stable. 
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Writing Activity 

How to write a summary 

Writing a summary is an important writing skill. The process of writing a summary can help you to 

understand a text you are reading; the summary itself can show your teacher how well you 

understand and can express a text in your own words. 

 

It is important to remember that when you write a summary, you should use your own words but 

keep the ideas and organization of the original text. A summary should be shorter than the original 

text and you can do this by trying to cut out all of the details and examples which are not needed. 

When you are planning and writing your summary, think about what the author is saying. 

 

Below are some steps that will help you to write a good summary. 

 

1. Skim the text – check out the title, sub-headings and think about the main ideas you can 

get from these. 

2. Read the text from beginning to end. What is the author saying?  

3. If you have a photocopy of the text (not the original book or magazine), circle the key 

words, or highlight the main idea of each section. 

4. Re-read the main points you have highlighted. 

5. Identify the title, author and original date of the text you are going to summarize. 

6. Write one sentence that summarizes the main idea of the text. 

7. Write the main points and important details in your own words. You will have to use the 

same technical vocabulary and proper names for things in the original text. Do not waste 

words by using such expressions as, “The original text says,” or “The author states…” The 

whole summary tells us what the original text says! 

8. Keep the same organization as the original author. 

9. Do not add your own ideas or conclusion, unless your teacher specifically asks you to do 

this. 

10. Proofread your summary – ask yourself, ”Have I kept the authors original ideas but used 

my own words?” 

Re-read the text Alberta Immigration Progress Report 2011: Current context. You can see a 

breakdown of the steps for writing a summary of this text, on the following page. 
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Alberta Immigration Progress Report 2011: Current context 

 
With an aging population and a generation of baby boomers set to retire, the Government of 
Alberta’s (GoA) long-term outlook for Alberta indicates immigrants will be needed to ensure the 
province has a permanent workforce to support a growing economy . Although Alberta remains 
committed to the hiring of Albertans and Canadians first, the attraction and retention of 
immigrants represents an important element in the GoA approach to address current and 
anticipated labour shortages . Other approaches include increasing the skill and knowledge levels 
of Albertans and facilitating the mobility of labour within Canada.  
 
In the next ten years, the province may face a potential shortfall of more than 77,000 workers, 
which means attracting and retaining immigrants will be key to Alberta’s continued prosperity . 
Immigration is also a key contributor to the GoA cross-ministry priority, Building and Educating 
Tomorrow’s Workforce . Alberta’s labour force development strategy states Alberta needs more 
skilled workers, more people with formal education and training, and more innovative and safe 
work places .Trends show annual immigration to Alberta is steadily increasing: from welcoming 
20,716 immigrants in 2006 to welcoming 32,640 in 2010. 
 
 
Let’s go through the steps for writing a summary: 
 

1. Skim the text – check out the title, sub-headings and think about the main ideas you 

can get from these. 

There is a title - Alberta Immigration Progress Report 2011: Current context 

This is a report about immigration – in Alberta from 2011 
 

2. Read the text from beginning to end. What is the author saying? 
 
The author is saying there will not be enough workers in Alberta in the next few years and 
immigrants can help to fill the gap. 
 

3. If you have a photocopy of the text (not the original book or magazine), circle the key 

words, or highlight the main idea of each section.  

Done in blue 

 

4. Re-read the main points you have highlighted. 
Now it is quick to read just the highlighted points. 
 

5. Identify the title, author and original date of the text you are going to summarize. 
 
Alberta Immigration Progress Report 2011: Current context  
Author – Government of Alberta  
 

6. Write one sentence that summarizes the main idea of the text. 
It is expected that in the future there will not be enough workers for the Alberta economy and 
immigrants will be needed to continue economic growth. 
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Now try steps 7-10 
 

7. Write the main points and important details in your own words. You will have to use 

the same technical vocabulary and proper names for things in the original text. Do 

not waste words by using such expressions as, “The original text says,” or “The author 

states…” The whole summary tells us what the original text says! 

8. Keep the same organization as the original author. 

9. Do not add your own ideas or conclusion, unless your teacher specifically asks you to 

do this. 

10. Proofread your summary – ask yourself, ”Have I kept the authors original ideas but 

used my own words?” 

There is a sample paragraph in the appendix. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Links 

Links to the community 

For more information about immigration in Alberta, check out this Alberta Government site: 

http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WIA/WIA-IM-immigration-progess-report.pdf  

To visit Canadian Immigrant Magazine, check out this site: http://canadianimmigrant.ca/ 

 

For more information about the Canadian Citizenship study Guide from the Government of Canada, 

visit: 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/publications/discover/index.asp  

 

 

Links for language learning 

Listen to kids talking about their families’ stories of coming to Canada using multimedia technology, 

from Toronto District School Board on youtube, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04VsndXbULw  

 

For information about Canadian Language Benchmarks, check out this website: 

http://language.ca/display_page.asp?page_id=617  

 

For practice with hearing sounds, visit this website 

http://www.englishaccentcoach.com/ 

 

  

http://employment.alberta.ca/documents/WIA/WIA-IM-immigration-progess-report.pdf
http://canadianimmigrant.ca/
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/publications/discover/index.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04VsndXbULw
http://language.ca/display_page.asp?page_id=617
http://www.englishaccentcoach.com/
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Appendix - Answer Keys 

Introduction 

Before you read, think about the following questions.  

Answers will vary. 

 

Background Reading: Questions 

Understanding the reading 

1) What is the purpose of Canadian Immigrant? 

Its purpose is to help immigrants settle in Canada 

 

2) How many people were nominated for the competition? 

More than 500 people were nominated. 

 

3) How many people made the short list? 

Seventy-five people made the shortlist. 

 

4) Who are two famous people on the short list? 

K’naan and Olivia Chow are on the short list. 

 

Food for thought 

5) If you could nominate one person for the completion who would you pick? Why? 
Answers will vary 

 

Pre-listening vocabulary 

1. I would just like to say how humbled I am to have won this award. 
2. Our college is run by a board of governors who are all members of the community.  
3. I am now one of the nominees for the creative writing prize! I hope I win! 
4. What is the expiry date on your driver’s license? 
5. That was one of the most extraordinary shows I have ever seen. It was so good! 
6. I wish my boss would give me some recognition for all of the good work I do around 

here.  
7. I was attracted to the clean air and beauty of Banff so I moved there.  
8. I think it is important to be really involved in your children’s lives and schools.  
9. We campaigned for our friend to become a city councilor by putting up signs and 

going from door to door talking to people. Unfortunately she didn’t win.  
10. It was a huge honour to be invited to the prime minister’s party.  
11.  All of the assistant managers are vying for the new general manager position.  
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12. My mother was given an award for her contribution to the community library. 
13. That was quite good wine.  
14. In Alberta you can legally go to the bar when you are 18 years old.  
15. I have had several pen pals over the years but I haven’t met any of them.  

 

Listening for meaning 

1. The contest has two winners. 

TRUE 
 FALSE    Twenty-five people will win and make the list. 

2. The contest is for people who used to live outside of Canada. 

TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. Mohammed was surprised to be nominated. 

TRUE 
FALSE ____________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Mohammed is a volunteer at a settlement agency in Brooks. 

TRUE 
FALSE Mohammed works as a manager at a settlement agency. 
 

5.  Mohammed has been in Canada longer than Beatriz.  

TRUE 
FALSE Mohammed has been in Canada for less time than Beatriz. 
 
 

6. Beatriz came to Canada as a student. 

TRUE  
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Mohammed has lived in three different countries.  

TRUE 
FALSE Mohammed has lived in five different countries. 
 

8. Mohammed’s wife grew up in Ethiopia. 

TRUE 

FALSE Mohammed’s wife grew up in Canada. 
 

9. Mohammed is happy with his life in Canada.  

TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
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10. If you visit the website you can vote for Beatriz and Mohamed.  
TRUE 
FALSE _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Listening strategies 

 

Comment Mohammed Idriss Beatrice Kelly 

Working in Brooks �  

The manager of a Settlement 

agency 

�  

Works as a volunteer helping other 

immigrants 

 � 

Comes from Mexico  � 

First arrived in Canada in 1970  � 

First came to Manitoba  � 

Lived in Pakistan �  

Was pen pals with a Canadian in 

university 

�  

Entered Canada originally on a 

student visa 

 � 

Building Speaking Skills 

Improving your pronunciation.  

 What are three things you can think of to help you improve your  pronunciation outside of class? 

Answers will vary  

Grammar Activity –  

Why were you nominated? I was nominated because of my volunteer work. 

Object/adverbial question – already has an auxiliary as part of the passive voice (were) so does 

not need an extra one- word order has been inverted 

What is your country of origin? Somalia is my country of origin.  
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Subject question – no word order inversion – no adding of an extra auxiliary 

What led to your nomination? My volunteer work led to my nomination. 

Subject question – no word order inversion – no adding of an extra auxiliary 

What do you do? I am a settlement agency manager. 

Object/adverbial question – An auxiliary has been added (do)- word order has been inverted 

Why did you come to Canada? I came to Canada because I married a Canadian. 

Object/adverbial question – An auxiliary has been added (did –simple past)- word order has 

been inverted 

What was it about Canada that attracted you? It was the weather in winter that attracted 

me. 

Object/adverbial question – already has an auxiliary as part of the subject (was) so does not 

need an extra one - word order has been inverted 

 

Reading Activity –  

Please circle the best answer for each of the questions below. 

1. Top ten source countries 

Colombia 

a. is one of the top ten source countries 

b. was one of the top source countries for two of the years reported 

c. was never a top source country 

d. might be a top source country 

 

2. Destination within Alberta 

The percentage of immigrants destined for Calgary is 

a. slowly increasing 

b. slowly decreasing 

c. staying the same 

d. increasing then decreasing 

3. Destination within Alberta  

Edmonton’s popularity as a destination city 
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a. was the highest in 2010 

b. is  the second highest overall 

c. hasn’t changed since 2006 

d. a and b 

4. Top 10 mother tongues 

There has been an increase in the number of immigrants who speak 

a. Tagalog 

b. Tagalog and Arabic 

c. Arabic 

d. Arabic and Vietnamese 

 

5. Age groups 

The percentage of seniors coming to Alberta has 

a. increased slightly  

b. increased dramatically 

c. stayed the same 

d. decreased slightly 

e. decreased dramatically 

 

6. Age groups 

The second most popular age group is: 

a. 0-14 

b. 15-24 

c. 25-44 

d. 45-64 
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Reading Activity 

 
Reading Strategies Answer key 

 True False 

In 2010, there were more immigrants to 

Alberta from Philippines than the second 

and third source countries combined. 

  

Immigration from Mexico remained stable 

during the period 2006-2010. 

  

The total number of immigrants to Alberta 

increased every year from 2006- 2010. 

  

The number of source countries for 

immigration to Alberta fluctuated a great 

deal from 2006-2010. 

  

More immigrants settled in Calgary than 

Edmonton during the period 2006-2010. 

  

Most immigrants between 2006-2010 

settled in Calgary or Edmonton. 

  

English was the mother tongue of the 

highest number of immigrants between 

2006-2010. 

  

The most frequent age range for immigrants 

between 2006-2010 was 25-44 and this 

remained stable. 
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Writing activity 
 
Writing a summary-Sample summary – Summaries may vary 
 
Alberta Immigration Progress Report 2011: Current context  

Author – Government of Alberta  

There are several factors that will affect the labour force in Alberta in the next few years. These 

include an aging population and growing economy. The GoA sees increased immigration as a 

possible solution to the problem of a lack of skilled workers. Alberta will need more than 75,000 

workers and without immigration economic growth will be threatened. 
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Appendix – Transcript 
 

SPEAKER TITLE: TOP IMMIGRANTS TIME 

Rick Immigrants all over the country are vying to join the list of Canada’s top twenty-five 

immigrants. It’s actually a contest run by Canadian Immigrant Magazine to honour 

the contributions of those who’ve left their countries and now call Canada home. 

And there are two Albertan nominees counting on your vote. Mohammed Idriss is 

from the town of Brooks and Beatriz Kelly is from Edmonton. Good morning to you 

both.  

0:00 

Mohammed 

& Beatriz 

Good morning! 0:24 

Rick  Mohammed let’s start with you. Why were you nominated? 0:26 

Mohammed Pleasant surprise for me to be nominated. Uh I do not look at myself and see that I 

am doing something extraordinary. But it’s, at the same time I’m very thankful for 

the appreciation and for the recognition from the community. I work here in Brooks 

as a manager for a settlement agency that looks after newcomers and their 

settlement needs. But at the same time I am very involved in the community. From 

the basic fact that I am a, I am a resident of this community and I believe that we all 

have a thing to do for our community to be a better place to live in. 

0:30 

Rick How long have you been in Canada? 1:06 

Mohammed Five years, actually. 1:08 

Rick And what is your country of origin? 1:10 

Mohammed Ethiopia 1:13 

Rick Ethiopia. Okay. Alright. And, Beatriz how about you? What led to your nomination? 1:14 

Beatriz I really I wasn’t expect this nomination.  I’m grateful the community likes me. I’ve 

been working for the community for several years.  

1:19 

Rick What do you do?  1:32 

Beatriz I do all kind the uh volunteer work. Direct them for the right places to go for 

paperwork or also finding jobs. Helping, in any any way they need.  

1:34 

Rick Okay. And your country of origin? 1:48 

Beatriz Mexico 1:50 

Rick  Okay. And when did you, when did you arrive in Canada? 1:51 
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Beatriz 1970 1:53 

Rick 1970. Right on. Okay. Mohammed back to you. Now, uh how did you find out you 

were nominated and who was your nominator? 

1:55 

Mohammed Actually, I think it was an effort of a number of people. I heard that the mayor was 

involved. I heard that some other people I work with on different sports were 

involved. But I think the whole idea started with a staff of mine, wanting to do it and 

she I think campaigned people.  And she’s one of those people that go and get it 

done and she was uh, I was very surprised when I heard it /---/. 

2:03 

Rick Beatriz how about you? How did you find out and who gave you this honor?  2:38 

Beatriz Well I think part of this is by the board of directors. One of the officers in the board of 

directors mentioned to me I was going to be nominate but I really I wasn’t expect this 

great honour.  

2:44 

Rick  So so it was a big surprise for you.  2:58 

Beatriz It was.  3:00 

Rick But you said you arrived in the seventies. Why did you come to Canada? 3:02 

Beatriz It was quite a story. I just came as a student 3:06 

Rick Okay.  3:11 

Beatriz Because I used to work in Mexico City and I required some sort of more knowledge of 

English language so I came to Manitoba. Winnipeg Manitoba. And I was studying for 

a few months and then I went to immigration and I asked them if I can stay for a few 

more months because I want to know more the country. Immigration told me, well 

your visa, your student visa expiry, you have to leave. I say “I don’t want to stay, I just 

want a couple more months to stay. Well, they said, think about the residence. You 

want to stay, you apply for your residence, you like Canada you can stay, if not you 

can leave.  

3:12 

Rick Yeah, why not? por qué no? So so how did you end up staying?  3:54 

Beatriz Well, I um I stated looking around and really liked Canada. A beautiful country and 

maybe can legally residence and start working in a nursing home.  

4:00 

Rick Mohammed. Let’s, you’re story quickly about how you ended up here and what was 

it about Canada that attracted you?  

4:14 
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Mohammed My story is a little bit different actually. As I said I am from Ethiopia but the 

interesting fact is that I actually didn’t live in Ethiopia most of my life, I grew up in 

Saudi Arabia  and then I was in Pakistan for awhile and uh in England for awhile. My 

wife, who is uh Ethiopian also, grew up all her life here in Canada. She came here 

when she was about three years old. And we were pen pals when we were in 

university. And we both were very interested in learning about Ethiopia, our country. 

And we decided we wanted to try living in Ethiopia for some time. So we went and 

we met Ethiopia and we fell in love in Ethiopia and we lived there for some time. And 

then we decided, you know, let’s try this other side of the world and I came back with 

her and we came back to Canada.  

4:21 

Rick And you never looked back, as they say.  5:16 

Mohammed I have to admit, I consider Canada to be now my chosen home. I love it here and I 

enjoy every day of my life here 

 

Rick You both seem very humbled by the nomination but if we want to encourage people 

to vote for you how does that happen?  

5:29 

Mohammed Um, I think it’s Canadianimmigration.ca. You can go on the website. You have to 

make an account, with the email can have one account and you can vote for three 

people under your account. You can register as many emails as you want and every 

email will give you three votes. The website again is Canadianimmigration.ca.  

5:38 

Rick Okay, alright. Thank you very much Mohammed and thanks to you Beatriz.  6:04 

Beatriz You’re welcome. 6:07 

Mohammed Thanks very much for having us 6:08 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


