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Edmonton 
Weekly Newscasts Lesson Plan 
September 28th, 2015 
 
Newscasts are current news stories read at a slower pace than you might hear on the radio. These are 
prepared by CBC news editor Don Bell.  
 
Objectives:  

 To develop listening skills 

 To increase vocabulary 

 To increase awareness of grammatical structures 

 To increase knowledge of current events 

 To provide a user-friendly, self-study tool for learners, as well as, an ESL classroom resource for 
instructors 

 
Contents: 
Three news stories are featured in each weekly lesson plan. Each lesson contains helpful vocabulary 
explanations and listening comprehension activities. At the end of each lesson you will find a complete 
transcript and an answer key. This lesson plan is geared towards learners at an intermediate language 
level (i.e. Canadian Language Benchmarks 4-6 or equivalent). 
 

         
  
Lesson Plan prepared by Deidre Lake, Communication4Integration Inc. 
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NEWSCAST 1 (INTERNATIONAL NEWS STORY): ANNUAL HAJJ PILGRIMAGE 
 

 
 
General Warm-up Activity 
What ceremonies or rituals do you do annually? Are you religious? Are there any 
obligations associated with your religion? In your opinion, what are the pros and cons to 
performing rituals? Do rituals change or evolve? Can you think of an example within 
your own culture or religion where a ritual has changed over time? Which rituals have 
remained the same? 
 
Before you listen to the news story, complete the vocabulary activities. These will help you 
to understand the listening more easily.  
 
VOCABULARY 
 Complete the vocabulary activities below before listening to the news story. 
 
Vocabulary Building Activity 1: Creating Awareness 
Look at the words below. Circle the words you do not know.  
 
fatigue  victims  to trample outskirts deadliest disaster 
 
pilgrims stampede ritual  decade  holiday  obligation 
 
tragedy to crush to perform horrific  intersection to strike 
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Vocabulary Building Activity 2: Developing Knowledge 
Match the words with the definitions provided. (n) = noun (v) = verb (adj) = adjective 

Answer Word Definition 

 1. Fatigue (n) a) a duty or commitment (n) 

 2. victims (n) b) a day of festivity when no work is done (n) 

 3. to trample (v) c) a period of ten years (n) 

 4. outskirts (n) d) a religious ceremony consisting of a series of 
actions performed according to a prescribed 
order (n) 

 5. deadly / 
deadliest (adj) 

e) a sudden panicked rush of a number of 
horses, cattle, or other animals  

 6. disaster (n) f) people who journey to a sacred place for 
religious reasons (n) 

 7. pilgrims (n) g) occur suddenly and have harmful or 
damaging effects on (v) 

 8. stampede (n) h) a point at which two or more things 
intersect e.g. roads (n) 

 9. ritual (n) i) Synonyms: awful, terrible, horrible, dreadful 
(adj) 

 10. Decade (n) j) to carry out, accomplish, or fulfill (v) 

 11. holiday (n) k) Synonyms: squash, squeeze, compress, press 
(v) 

 12. Obligation (n) l) an event causing great suffering, 
destruction, and distress (n) 

 13. tragedy (n) m) a sudden event, such as an accident that 
causes great damage or loss of life (n) 

 14. to crush (v) n) Causing or able to cause death; synonyms 
include fatal, mortal, lethal (adj) 

 15. to perform (v) o) the outer parts of a town or city (n) 

 16. horrific (adj) p) to walk over and crush (v) 

 17. intersection (n) q) people that are harmed, injured, or killed as 
a result of an accident (n) 

 18. to strike (v) r) Extreme tiredness, typically resulting from 
physical exertion or illness (n) 

(See the answer key for answers) 
 

Nouns:  fatigue, victims, outskirts, disaster, pilgrims, stampede, ritual, decade, 
holiday, obligation, tragedy, intersection 

Verbs:   to trample, to crush, to strike 
Adjectives:  deadly (adj)/deadliest (superlative), horrific 

Questions: 
 
What do you notice about the words above? 
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On a scale of 1 to 5, how difficult was this exercise for you?  

   
LISTENING 
Complete the listening activities below in order.  
 
Pre-listening Activity 
Look at the title: Annual Hajj Pilgrimage. Are you familiar with the Hajj Pilgrimage?  
 
Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension 
First, listen for overall comprehension. See the questions below to assist you. 
 

1. What happened? 
 

2. Where did this occur? 
 

3. What was the holiday? 
 

4. How did the tragedy occur? 
 

5. What is the Hajj pilgrimage? 
 
Now listen to the first news story from the audio file.  
 
Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific vocabulary 
Now listen to the news story for a second time. This time listen for the vocabulary words 
that you learned earlier. Raise your hand or make a mark each time you hear one of the 
words. 
 
Listening Activity 3: Final Listening 
Now listen to the news story for a third time. This time, make a note of: 

 other words that you do not understand; 

 questions that you have; or  

 observations. 
 
 

 
 

 
Conclusion: 

1 
Easy 

2 
Easy 

3 
Somewhat Difficult 

4 
Difficult 

5 
Very Difficult 
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This is not the first time a tragedy has occurred during this pilgrimage. What do you 
think should be done to prevent future tragedies during this annual pilgrimage? 
 
 

 
 

 
LINK TO VIDEO-MEDIATED STORY 
Now that you’ve completed the exercises, click on the link to view a video-mediated 
version of this story delivered in real time (i.e. a normal rate of speech).  
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/haj-stampede-mina-saudi-arabia-1.3241320  
Scroll to the bottom of the page to watch the video (1:14 in length) that shows images 
from the Hajj pilgrimage for a visual understanding of this news story. 
 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/haj-stampede-mina-saudi-arabia-1.3241320
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NEWSCAST 2 (LOCAL NEWS STORY): TAXI DRIVERS PROTEST UBER 

 
 
General Warm-up Activity 
What do you know about Uber? Have you used Uber before? If not, would you use 
Uber? Why or why not? 
 
VOCABULARY 
Before you listen to the news story, look at the words/expressions below and their 
meanings. These will help you to understand the listening more easily.  
 

WORD/  
PHRASAL VERB 

MEANING 

to rip off  
 
 

This phrasal verb has multiple meanings: 
1. to remove something quickly 
2. to steal something 
3. to cheat someone e.g. to sell something to someone 

that is not worth its price.  
In this news story, to remove something quickly is the correct 
meaning. 

chaos disorder and confusion 

reigned ruled (as a king or queen) 

to protest to express disapproval or objection to something 

to take the shirt off 
someone’s back  

to take so much of someone’s money as a payment or 
punishment; unfair  

to shut down to stop 

to usher to guide someone somewhere 
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to chant  to say, sing, or shout repeatedly in unison 

shame on (you) used to tell someone they should feel guilty or embarrassed 

to put something 
back on 

to return to its original place 

to take a seat to sit down 

to amend to modify or to make changes 

to vow To promise 

to keep out to remain outside 

 
LISTENING 
Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension 
Listen to the second news story from the audio file. First, listen for overall 
comprehension.  
 
Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific purposes 
Listen again. This time fill in the blanks below with what you hear. 
 
______________________ were ripped off and chaos reigned inside Edmonton’s city 

hall on Tuesday afternoon as ______________________ drivers protested against Uber, 

the private ride-booking ______________________. Some drivers 

______________________ their shirts, saying the city is taking the shirts off their 

______________________. The protest ______________________ down the city 

council meeting. Councilors were quickly ______________________ into a back room 

when the drivers began ______________________, shame on Uber, shame on the 

______________________, shame on his councilors”. At that stage 

______________________ were called. 

 

The ______________________ quieted down, put their shirts back 

______________________ and took their seats. Councilors then agreed to 

______________________ a bylaw allowing Uber to legally operate in Edmonton. 

Councilors will ______________________ on this amendment in 

______________________. The taxi drivers ______________________ to continue 

protesting to ______________________  Uber out of Edmonton.  

 
(See the answer key for answers) 
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Listening Activity 3: Final Listening 
Now listen to the news story for a third time. This time, make a note of: 

 other words that you do not understand; 

 questions that you have; or  

 observations about grammatical or lexical items. 
 
 

 
 

 
Discussion Questions: 
Why are taxi drivers upset? Do you think Uber should be allowed to operate in 
Edmonton? Why or why not?  
 
LINK TO VIDEO 
For a short video clip of this protest, click: 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/taxi-drivers-protest-at-edmonton-city-hall-
1.3239308 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/taxi-drivers-protest-at-edmonton-city-hall-1.3239308
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/taxi-drivers-protest-at-edmonton-city-hall-1.3239308
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NEWSCAST 3 (NATIONAL NEWS STORY): CANADIAN TEAM BREAKS WORLD RECORD 

 
 
General Warm-up Activity 
What is a world record? What world records has your country achieved?  
 
VOCABULARY 
Before you listen to the news story, complete the vocabulary activity below. This will help 
you to understand the listening more easily.  

 
Vocabulary Activity 1: Finding Meaning Using Synonyms 
Choose the group of synonyms (words with similar meaning) that best match each of 
the vocabulary words. 
 

Answer Word used in news story Synonyms 

 1) team a) resistance 
pull 

 2) human-powered b) car 
truck 

 3) vehicle c) human muscle 
d) manual 

 4) recumbent e) surrounded 
confined 

 5) enclosed f) streamlined 
smooth 

 6) aerodynamic g) attached 
joined 

 7) normal h) ordinary 
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standard   

 8) reduce i) group 
crew 

 9) drag j) horizontal 
flat 

 10) connected k) decrease 
lessen 

(See the answer key for answers) 
 
LISTENING 
Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension 
Listen to the third news story from the audio file. Listen for overall comprehension.  
 
Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific purposes 
Listen to the news story again. While you listen, take notes to respond to the following 
questions. 

QUESTIONS NOTES/RESPONSES 

1) What world record did a 
Canadian team break recently? 

 

 

2) What is the name of their 
team? 

 

 

3) Where did this challenge take 
place? 

 

 

4) What makes the material of Eta 
(the name of this bicycle) 
special? Name the three 
characteristics provided. 

 

1) 
2) 
3) 

5) Why is Eta windowless? 
 

 

6) How does the pilot see? 
 

 

(See the answer key for answers) 
 
Additional Activities: 

1) Compare your answers with a partner or colleague if doing this in a 
classroom setting or with a colleague. 

2) Use your notes to retell this story in English to a friend or family member to 
practice your speaking skills. 
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Discussion Questions: 
In your opinion, what inventions have been the most beneficial? How do we foster 
innovation and creativity? What role do schools, government, and companies play in 
fostering innovation? Can you think of specific examples? 
 
LINK TO VIDEO-MEDIATED STORY 
For a video about Eta – the fastest bike in the world, click: 
http://www.cbc.ca/player/News/Canada/Toronto/Our+Toronto/ID/2676230740/ 

http://www.cbc.ca/player/News/Canada/Toronto/Our+Toronto/ID/2676230740/
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TRANSCRIPTS OF WEEKLY NEWSCASTS 

 

 WEEKLY NEWS STORIES TIME 

Introduction Hi. This is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with 
CBC for September 28th. 

0:00 

Story 1  
(International) 

A horrific stampede killed more than 700 pilgrims and injured 
hundreds more on the outskirts of the holy city of Mecca in 
Saudi Arabia. It was the deadliest tragedy to strike the annual 
Hajj pilgrimage in more than two decades. 
 

The tragedy struck as Muslims around the world marked the 
start of the Eid holiday. 
 
Many of the victims were crushed and trampled to death as 
they were on their way to perform a Hajj ritual.  
 

Saudi Arabia 's Interior Ministry said that the crush appears 
to have been caused by two waves of pilgrims meeting at an 
intersection. They were making their way toward the location 
where they perform a symbolic stoning of the devil by 
throwing pebbles against three stone columns. The ministry 
said high temperatures and the fatigue of the pilgrims may 
also have been factors in the disaster. 
 

The Hajj is an obligation for every Muslim physically and 
financially able to do it.  

0:11 

Story 2 
(Local) 

Shirts were ripped off and chaos reigned inside Edmonton's 
city hall on Tuesday afternoon as taxi drivers protested 
against Uber, the private ride-booking company.  
Some drivers removed their shirts, saying the city is taking 
the shirts off their backs.  
 
The protest shut down the city council meeting. Councilors 
were quickly ushered into a back room when the drivers 
began chanting, "shame on Uber, shame on the Mayor, 
shame on his councilors!" At that stage police were called.  
 

The protestors quieted down, put their shirts back on and 

1:35 
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took their seats. Councilors then agreed to amend a bylaw 
allowing Uber to legally operate in Edmonton. Councilors will 
vote on this amendment in November. The taxi drivers 
vowed to continue protesting to keep Uber out of Edmonton.  

Story 3 
(National) 

A Canadian team has broken the record for the fastest 
human-powered vehicle in the world. 
 

Todd Reichert of the Toronto-based team Aerovelo managed 
to crank Eta - a recumbent bicycle enclosed in an 
aerodynamic shell - to a speed of 139.45 kilometres per hour, 
winning the World Human-Powered Speed Challenge in 
Nevada. 
 

Eta is not a normal bicycle. It is mainly made of a carbon fibre 
composite - a material that is strong, light and capable of 
maintaining its shape. The shell is windowless, to reduce 
drag.  
 
The pilot sees outside via a screen connected to two tiny 
cameras outside the vehicle.  

2:48 
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWS STORY 1: ANNUAL HAJJ PILGRIMAGE 
 
Vocabulary Building Activity 2: Developing Knowledge 
Match the words with the definitions provided. (n) = noun (v) = verb (adj) = adjective 

Answer Word Definition 

R 1. Fatigue (n) a) a duty or commitment  (n) 

Q 2. victims (n) b) a day of festivity when no work is done (n) 

P 3. to trample (v) c) a period of ten years (n) 

O 4. outskirts (n) d) a religious ceremony consisting of a series of 
actions performed according to a prescribed 
order (n) 

N 5. deadly / 
deadliest (adj) 

e) a sudden panicked rush of a number of 
horses, cattle, or other animals (n) 

M 6. disaster (n) f) people who journey to a sacred place for 
religious reasons (n) 

F 7. pilgrims (n) g) occur suddenly and have harmful or 
damaging effects on (v) 

E 8. stampede (n) h) a point at which two or more things 
intersect e.g. roads (n) 

D 9. ritual (n) i) Synonyms: awful, terrible, horrible, dreadful 
(adj) 

C 10. Decade (n) j) to carry out, accomplish, or fulfill (v) 

B 11. holiday (n) k) Synonyms: squash, squeeze, compress, press 
(v) 

A 12. Obligation (n) l) an event causing great suffering, 
destruction, and distress (n) 

L 13. tragedy (n) m) a sudden event, such as an accident that 
causes great damage or loss of life (n) 

K 14. to crush (v) n) Causing or able to cause death; synonyms 
include fatal, mortal, lethal (adj) 

J 15. to perform (v) o) the outer parts of a town or city (n) 

I 16. horrific (adj) p) to walk over and crush (v) 

H 17. intersection (n) q) people that are harmed, injured, or killed as 
a result of an accident (n) 

G 18. to strike (v) r) Extreme tiredness, typically resulting from 
physical exertion or illness (n) 

 
Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension 
First, listen for overall comprehension. See the questions below to assist you. 
 

1. What happened?  
700+ pilgrims were killed and hundreds more injured 
A deadly tragedy during the Hajj pilgrimage 
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2. Where did this occur? 

On the outskirts of the holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia 
Mecca 

 
3. What was the holiday? 

Eid 
A muslim holiday 
A religious holiday 

 
4. How did the tragedy occur? 

Pilgrims meeting at an intersection where they perform a symbolic ritual 
Too many pilgrims in addition to heat and fatigue that resulted in people being 
crushed and trampled to death 

 
5. What is the Hajj pilgrimage? 

An annual religious ritual that every Muslim is obliged to do if they are physically 
and financially able to do so 
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWS STORY 2: TAXI DRIVERS PROTEST UBER 
 
Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific purposes 
After listening, listen again. This time fill in the blanks below with what you hear. 
 
Shirts were ripped off and chaos reigned inside Edmonton’s city hall on Tuesday 
afternoon as taxi drivers protested against Uber, the private ride-booking company. 
Some drivers removed their shirts, saying the city is taking the shirts off their backs. The 
protest shut down the city council meeting. Councilors were quickly ushered into a back 
room when the drivers began chanting, shame on Uber, shame on the Mayor, shame on 
his councilors”. At that stage police were called. 
 
The protestors quieted down, put their shirts back on and took their seats. Councilors 
then agreed to amend a bylaw allowing Uber to legally operate in Edmonton. Councilors 
will vote on this amendment in November. The taxi drivers vowed to continue 
protesting to keep Uber out of Edmonton.  
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWS STORY 3: CANADIAN TEAM BREAKS WORLD RECORD 
 
Vocabulary Activity 1: Finding Meaning Using Synonyms 
Choose the group of synonyms (words with similar meaning) that best match each of 
the vocabulary words. 

Answer Word used in news story Synonyms 

H 1) team a) resistance 
pull 

C 2) human-powered b) car 
truck 

B 3) vehicle c) human muscle 
manual 

I 4) recumbent d) surrounded 
confined 

D 5) enclosed e) streamlined 
smooth 

E 6) aerodynamic f) attached 
joined 

G 7) normal g) ordinary 
standard   

J 8) reduce h) group 
crew 

A 9) drag i) horizontal 
flat 

F 10) connected j) decrease 
lessen 

 
Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific purposes 
Listen to the news story again. While you listen, take notes to respond to the following 
questions. 

QUESTIONS NOTES/RESPONSES 

What world record did a Canadian team 
break recently? 

Fastest human-powered vehicle 

What is the name of their team? Aerovelo 

Where did this challenge take place? Nevada 

What makes the material of Eta (the name 
of this bicycle) special? Name the three 
characteristics provided. 

1) strong 
2) light 
3) maintains its shape 

Why is Eta windowless? 
 

To reduce drag/resistance 

How does the pilot see? 
 

Through a screen connected to two tiny 
cameras outside of the vehicle 

 


