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Edmonton | October 12, 2015

Weekly Newscasts Lesson Plan

Newscasts are current news stories read at a slower pace than you might hear on the radio. 
These are prepared by CBC news editor Don Bell. 

Objectives: 
•	 To develop listening skills
•	 To increase vocabulary
•	 To increase awareness of grammatical structures and functional language
•	 To increase knowledge of current events
•	 To provide a user-friendly, self-study tool for learners, as well as, an ESL classroom resource 

for instructors

Contents:

Three news stories are featured in each weekly lesson plan. Each lesson contains helpful 
vocabulary explanations and listening comprehension activities. At the end of each lesson you 
will find a complete transcript and an answer key. This lesson plan is geared towards learners at 
an intermediate language level (i.e. Canadian Language Benchmarks 4-6 or equivalent).

Lesson Plan prepared by Kathleen Hall and Deidre Lake, Communication4Integration Inc.
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NEWSCAST 1  
Arthur B. McDonald latest Canadian Nobel Prize winner 

General Warm-up Activity

What do you know about the Nobel Prize?  Can you name any Nobel Laureates [winners]? 

VOCABULARY

Before you listen to the news story, look at the words/expressions below and their meanings. 
These will help you to understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary Meaning

co-winner one of two or more joint winners

physics branch of science concerned with matter and energy

particles a very small piece or part / units, bits

eureka moment suddenly understanding something important

discovered saw, learned, noticed, realized

colleague coworker, teammate

neutrinos tiny particles that are smaller than atoms

committee group, team, board
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LISTENING

Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension

Listen to the second news story from the audio file. First, listen for overall comprehension. See 
the questions below to assist you.

Where did Arthur McDonald teach? 

What did Arthur McDonald win? 

When was the he told about the prize? 

Whom was he with when he found out he had won? 

Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific purposes

Listen again. This time fill in the blanks below with what you hear.

A retired professor at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario is a ________________ of the 

2015 Nobel Prize in ________________ for his work on ________________. Neutrinos are tiny 

particles created by the sun and other stars. McDonald said there was a “________________

moment” when they ________________ that ________________ were able to change from one 

type to another in travelling from the sun to the Earth. 

Arthur McDonald was woken up at about 5 a.m. on ________________ by a phone call 

from the Nobel Prize ________________ telling him the news. The first thing he did as a 

Nobel Prize winner was hug his wife. In an interview with CBC, McDonald said “I have many 

________________ as well who share this prize with me”.

(See the answer key for answers)

Discussion Questions:

Do you think Canadians are proud of Arthur McDonald? Why or why not?

http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/
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NEWSCAST 2  (International News Story)  Volkswagen’s U.S. 
CEO Michael Horn says there’s no quick emissions fix

(The Associated Press) 

General Warm-up Activity

Have you heard about the problems with Volkswagen?  Can you think of an example of another 
company that caused a scandal?

VOCABULARY

Complete the vocabulary activities below before listening to the news story.

Vocabulary Building Activity 1: Creating Awareness

Look at the words and phrases below. Circle the ones you do not know. 

emissions-rigging    scandal  engulfing 

installing    on-board  computer software  

broken the trust  regulators   deceived

recall     carry out 
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Before you listen to the news story, look at the words/expressions below and their meanings. 
These will help you to understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary Meaning

emissions the pollution that comes out of a car
rigging tricking, falsifying, manipulating
scandal shame, dishonour, gossip
engulfing surrounding
installing put in, connecting
on-board installed and working in a vehicle
computer software computer data and instructions
broken the trust betrayed, deceived, let down
regulators Watchdogs, officials, controllers
deceived Misled, tricked
recall an automaker tells owners about problem they fix for free 
Carry out do, complete

Vocabulary Building Activity 2:

To see how well you understand the new vocabulary, choose words from the table above to 
complete the following sentences. (Note: not all of the words above are used in the exercise).

1. During the flood, water was ________________ the village.

2. He lied so many times; he had ________________ of all of his friends.

3. All the new buses have been equipped with ________________ computers systems.

4. The government ________________ refused permission to make a garbage dump.

5. FIFA is now involved in a ________________ since officials were caught taking bribes.

(See the answer key for answers)
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LISTENING

Complete the listening activity below.

Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension

Listen to the second news story from the audio file. First, listen for overall comprehension. See 
the questions below to assist you.

1. Why did the U.S. executive apologize? 

2. When did Volkswagen admit to installing the device? 

3. What was the device designed to do?  

4. Name two groups whose trust was broken? 

5. How long might repairs take? 

Discussion Question:

Would you stop buying a product if the company was involved in a scandal? Why or why not? 
What would your answer depend on?
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NEWSCAST 3 
The Niqab has emerged as a big issue  
in the federal election campaign.                 

 

General Warm-up Activity

Can you give an example of some symbols of your faith and culture that you usually wear or 
carry with you? If not, can you think of examples that you often see ?

VOCABULARY

Complete the vocabulary activities below before listening to the news story.

Vocabulary Building Activity 1: Creating Awareness

The vocabulary in this story can be challenging. Look at the table below.  Try to understand the 
meaning of the word through the context of the example sentence given.

Vocabulary Context Sentence

campaign The election campaign started 2 months before the election.
ban The instructor banned cell phones in the class.
pledge He made a pledge to lower taxes.
tip The police got a tip about the crime from a witness.
barbaric Barbaric acts are often carried out in wartime.
niqab The niqab is worn by some Muslim women in public areas especially in 

the Hanbali Muslim  tradition.
accused He was accused of stealing bread from the bakery.
fuelling A lot of interest in the issue is fuelling the discussion. 
sentiment There is positive sentiment for nature in Canada.
assaults After the assault, he had to be taken to hospital
heated They started to yell when the conversation became heated.
hostile The hostile countries have been at war for years.
charged When the band started, the room was charged with excitement.
stifle He held his hand over his mouth to try to stifle a cough.
debate They will never agree. They have been debating for years.
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Now write the correct word next to the definitions or synonyms in the box below.

Vocabulary Meaning

argument, discussion, dispute

increasing, feeding, encouraging

feeling, emotion, attitude

restrain ,or stop from acting / supress, hold back

forbid, outlaw

filled with excitement, tension, or emotion/ exciting,  emotional 

cruel, brutal

promise, vow, or guarantee

warning, clue

Time before the election when candidates try to get votes

angry, passionate

Attacks, beatings

blamed

unfriendly, harsh

a veil for the face that leaves the area around the eyes clear. 

(See the answer key for answers)

On a scale of 1 to 5, how difficult was this exercise for you? 

1  
Very Easy

2  
Easy

3  
Somewhat 

Difficult

4  
Difficult

5  
Very Difficult

LISTENING

Complete the listening activities below in order. 

Pre-listening Activity

Look at the title: The Niqab has emerged as a big issue in the federal election campaign. Do 
you think Canada is accepting of everyone’s cultural traditions? 

Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension

First, listen for overall comprehension. As you listen, make notes below.

http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/
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Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific information

Listen to the story again. Put a checkmark the box next to each party leader’s stand.

An example is done for you.

Leader Niqab 
should be 
banned from 
citizenship 
ceremony

Niqab should 
NOT be 
banned from 
citizenship 
ceremony

Discussion 
of this issue 
is causing 
problems

Issue should 
continue to 
be discussed 
during the 
campaign 

Issue should 
NOT continue 
to be discussed 
during the 
campaign

Harper

Trudeau

Mulcair

May

(See the answer key for answers)

Discussion Questions: 

Do you have a stronger understanding about the debate on this issue? What are important 
election issues for you?  Are these issues being talked about on the campaign?

Language Focus: 
Present Perfect

[has/have + past participle]

This newscast talks about events in the past without saying exactly when the event occurred.

The Present Perfect is used to talk about experiences in the past if the exact time is not 
important. 

If you want to say that something happened yesterday, last week, when you first arrived in 
Canada, for example, you CANNOT use the Present Perfect.  You must use the Past Simple.

You can use some time-words or phrases with the Present Perfect that talk about a non-
specific time: ever, never, once, many times, before, so far, already, for example.

The Present Perfect is formed by using has (with 3rd person-singular nouns and pronouns: 
The prime minister, Elisabeth, Justin, Tom, Anna, Jerome, she, he, it)

Or

Have+ 3rd Verb/ Past Participle

You can see 4 verb forms in the table below.  
You must be careful with irregular past forms. If you are not sure, you can always look these up 
in an English Dictionary.

http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/
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Base Verb 1V/ present simple 2V/ past simple 3V/ past participle

BE am/is/are was/were been

GO go/goes/go went gone

DO do/does/do did done

HAVE have/has/have had had

BECOME become/ becomes became become

WALK walk/walks walked walked *

With regular verbs (when the past simple ends with “ED”), the 3V past participle is the same as 
the past simple.

Language Focus Activity 1

Using the example verbs from this table, we would form the Present Perfect:

He has been to Canada already.

It has been a long time.

They have  been to Canada many times.

She hasn’t gone home yet.

We have gone swimming.

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with verbs from the table:

She __________  ___________to school many times.

The work __________  ___________more difficult.

She __________  ___________her homework.

We __________  ___________a good time.

They __________  ___________interested in studying English.

She __________  ___________2 children.

We __________  ___________for 10 miles so far.

They __________  ___________the dishes.

(See the answer key for answers)
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Language Focus Activity 2

Look at the following sentences from the newscast.  Underline the Present Perfect form 
in these sentences.

1. The niqab has emerged as a big issue in the federal election campaign.

2. The Conservatives have also pledged to create a telephone tip line.

3. Recently, Conservative leader Stephen Harper has stated his government would also 
consider banning public servants from wearing the niqab.

4. Since the debate began, there have been two recent assaults on Muslim women  
wearing a niqab.

5. The public debate over the niqab has become too heated.

(See the answer key for answers)

The Present Perfect is often illustrated like this:

A key question to ask yourself to be sure that you can use the Present Perfect is: Could this 
happen again?  Something that happened once at a specific time cannot happen again. You 
cannot visit a place that no longer exists. A historical figure cannot repeat their actions.

For example:

A famous comic movie star, Charlie Chaplin, lived from 1889 to 1997. He made 80 movies. He 
cannot make another movie as he has passed away.

Rowan Atkinson, who plays Mr. Bean, was born in 1955.  He has made 22 movies and several 
TV shows. He can make more movies as he is alive and well.

http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/
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TRANSCRIPTS OF WEEKLY NEWSCASTS
WEEKLY NEWS STORIES TIME

Introduction Hi. This is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with 
CBC for October 12th.

0:00

Arthur B. McDonald 
latest Canadian Nobel 
Prize winner 

A retired professor at Queen's University in Kingston, Ontario 
is a co-winner of the 2015 Nobel Prize in Physics for his work 
on neutrinos. Neutrinos are tiny particles created by the sun 
and other stars. Arthur McDonald said there was a "eureka 
moment" when they discovered that neutrinos were able to 
change from one type to another in travelling from the sun to 
the Earth. 

McDonald was woken up at about 5 a.m. on Tuesday by a 
phone call from the Nobel Prize committee telling him the 
news. The first thing he did as a Nobel Prize winner was hug 
his wife. In an interview with CBC, McDonald said "I have 
many colleagues as well who share this prize with me”.

0:07

Volkswagen's U.S. 
CEO Michael Horn 
says there's no quick 
emissions fix

Volkswagen's top U.S executive has apologized for the 
emissions-rigging scandal engulfing the world's largest 
automaker.

Last month, the German automaker admitted to installing on-
board computer software in diesel cars that was designed to 
cheat on government emissions tests.

Volkswagen of America CEO Michael Horn says they have 
broken the trust of customers, dealerships, employees, and 
regulators. Horn said, he too felt personally deceived.

Horn also said the company does not yet have an approved 
recall plan for cars that have the device, and that repairs may 
take "one or two years" to carry out. 

1:23

The niqab has 
emerged as a big 
issue in the federal 
election campaign.                 

The niqab has emerged as a big issue in the federal election 
campaign.                 

Both NDP Leader, Tom Mulcair, and Liberal Leader, Justin 
Trudeau, oppose the Conservative government's ban 
on wearing the face veil during the Canadian citizenship 
ceremony. 

The Conservatives have also pledged to create a telephone 
tip line for reporting "barbaric cultural practices".  Recently, 
Conservative Leader Stephen Harper has stated his 
government is considering banning public servants from 
wearing the niqab. 

As a result, the Conservative party is being accused of 
fuelling anti-Muslim sentiment.

Since the debate began, there have been two assaults 
on Muslim women wearing a Niqab. Liberal Leader Justin 
Trudeau told CBC radio that the public debate over the niqab 
has become too heated. Green Party leader, Elizabeth May, 
agrees that the debate over the niqab "creates a very hostile, 
emotionally charged and difficult environment".  Stephen 
Harper said that these recent assaults should not stifle debate 
about the issue

2:30
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWS STORY 1:

LISTENING

Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension

Listen to the second news story from the audio file. First, listen for overall comprehension. See 
the questions below to assist you.

Where did Arthur McDonald teach? 
Queens University/Kingston, Ontario

What did Arthur McDonald win? 
2015 Nobel Prize in Physics

When was the he told about the prize? 
Tuesday/ 5AM

Whom was he with when he found out he had won?  
His wife

Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific purposes

Listen again. This time fill in the blanks below with what you hear.

A retired professor at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario is a co-winner of the 2015 Nobel 
Prize in Physics for his work on neutrinos. Neutrinos are tiny particles created by the sun and 
other stars. McDonald said there was a “eureka moment” when they discovered that neutrinos 
were able to change from one type to another in travelling from the sun to the Earth. 

Arthur McDonald was woken up at about 5 a.m. on Tuesday by a phone call from the Nobel 
Prize committee telling him the news. The first thing he did as a Nobel Prize winner was hug his 
wife. In an interview with CBC, McDonald said “I have many colleagues as well who share this 
prize with me”.
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWS STORY 2:

Vocabulary Building Activity 2:

To see how well you understand the new vocabulary, choose words from the table above to 
complete the following sentences. (all the word will not be used).
1. During the flood, water was engulfing the village.
2. He lied so many times; he had broken the trust of all of his friends.
3. All the new buses have been equipped with on-board computers systems.
4. The government regulators refused permission to make a garbage dump.
5. FIFA is now involved in a scandal since officials were caught taking bribes.

LISTENING 
Listening Activity 1: Listening for comprehension

Listen to the second news story from the audio file. First, listen for overall comprehension. See 
the questions below to assist you.

1. Why did the U.S. executive apologize? 
the emissions-rigging scandal

2. When di d Volkswagen admit to installing the device? 
Last month

3. What was the device designed to do?  
cheat on government emissions tests

4. Name two groups whose trust was broken? 
Any two of: customers, dealerships, employees, and regulators.

5. How long might repairs take? 
one or two years

http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWS STORY 3:

Vocabulary Building Activity 1: Creating Awareness

Now write the correct vocabulary next to the definitions or synonyms in the box below.

Vocabulary Meaning

debate argument, discussion, dispute

fuelling increasing, feeding, encouraging

sentiment feeling, emotion, attitude

stifle restrain, or stop from acting / supress, hold back

ban forbid, outlaw

charged filled with excitement, tension, or emotion/ exciting,  emotional 

barbaric cruel, brutal

pledge promise, vow, or guarantee

tip warning, clue

campaign Time before the election when candidates try to get votes

heated angry, passionate

assaults Attacks, beatings

accused blamed

hostile unfriendly, harsh

niqab a veil for the face that leaves the area around the eyes clear. 

Listening Activity 2: Listening for specific information

Listen to the story. Check the box next to each party leader’s stand.

An example is done for you.

Leader Niqab 
should be 
banned from 
citizenship 
ceremony

Niqab should 
NOT be 
banned from 
citizenship 
ceremony

Discussion 
of this issue 
is causing 
problems

Issue should 
continue to 
be discussed 
during the 
campaign 

Issue should 
NOT continue 
to be discussed 
during the 
campaign

Harper

Trudeau

Mulcair

May
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Language Focus: 
Present Perfect 
Language Focus Activity 1.

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with verbs from the table:

She has walked to school many times.

The work has become more difficult.

She has done her homework.

We have had a good time.

They have become interested in studying English

She has had 2 children  

We have walked for 10 miles so far.

They have done the dishes.

Language Focus Activity 2

Look at the following sentences from the Newscast.  Underline the Present Perfect form 
in these sentences.

1. The niqab has emerged as a big issue in the federal election campaign.
2. The Conservatives have also pledged to create a telephone tip line.
3. Recently, Conservative leader Stephen Harper has stated his government would also 

consider banning public servants from wearing the niqab.
4. Since the debate began, there have been two recent assaults on Muslim women  

wearing a niqab.
5. The public debate over the niqab has become too heated.

Thank you for downloading this lesson plan. If you have any feedback or comments 
regarding this lesson, please email Deidre Lake at info@communication4integration.ca
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