
 
 

EDMONTON 
Weekly Newscasts Lesson Plan 
November 30, 2015 
 

Newscasts are current news stories read at a slower pace than you might hear on the radio. 
These are prepared by CBC news editor Don Bell.  
 

Objectives:  
● To develop listening skills 
● To increase vocabulary 
● To increase awareness of grammatical structures and functional language 
● To increase knowledge of current events 
● To provide a user-friendly, self-study tool for learners, as well as an ESL classroom 

resource for instructors 
 

Contents: 
Three news stories are featured in each weekly lesson plan. Each lesson contains vocabulary and 
listening comprehension activities. At the end of each lesson, you will find a complete transcript 
and an answer key. This lesson plan is aimed towards learners at an intermediate language level 
(i.e. Canadian Language Benchmarks 4-5 or equivalent). 
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NEWS STORY 1  
CHANGE IN PROMISE TO RESETTLE 25,000 SYRIAN REFUGEES BY YEAR END 

 
Photo source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/details-government-syrian-refugees-1.3338266  

 

WARM UP 
Have you heard of any changes to Justin Trudeau’s plan to bring Syrian refugees to 
Canada? Look at the title. What is a promise? What does “by year end” mean? 
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Before listening to the news story, review the vocabulary below. 
 

Word / Expression Definition 

revealed (v) made something known to others; told; disclosed 

resettle (v) to settle in a different place 

to take longer to take more time 

rather than (adv) alternatively; instead of  

split in two to break into two pieces; to divide into two parts 

remainder (n) an amount or quantity that is left over; rest; others; those left 

by the end of before the specified time 

to do it right to do something correctly or in the best way 

extra (adj) add to an existing amount or number; additional; more 

pushing back the 
deadline 

moving further away from the original date/deadline 

 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to Newscast 1. After listening, respond to the following question: 
Why has the plan changed? 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/details-government-syrian-refugees-1.3338266
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LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Listen to the newscast again. Fill in the blanks with the words you hear.  
 
The Liberal government ____________________ that its promise to resettle 25,000 
Syrian refugees will take ____________________ than originally planned. 
 
____________________ than bring 25,000 by year’s end, the resettlement process will 
now be split in two, with 10,000 refugees to arrive by December 31 and the 
____________________ by the end of February. 
 
Immigration Minister John McCallum says “Canadians ____________________ the 
country have told the government that we have to do it right, and if takes a little longer 
to do it right, then take the ____________________ time.”  
 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau told CBC that pushing back the ____________________ 
will ensure the resettlement process is done right and will create a better chance for 
their successful ____________________ into Canada. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
What do you think of this plan? Do you agree with the decision made? What concerns 
do you think Canadians have expressed? 
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NEWS STORY 2  
CONSERVATIVE MLA MANMEET BHULLAR WAS KILLED WHILE HELPING A STRANDED 
MOTORIST 

 
Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/manmeet-bhullar-state-memorial-service-sunday-calgary-1.3338869  
Newscast source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/manmeet-bhullar-alberta-mla-killed-1.3331978  

 

WARM UP QUESTIONS 
Look at the title. Who was Manmeet Bhullar? Did you know him? What does a 
“stranded motorist” mean? Did you hear about this story? If so, what happened? 
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Match the words with the correct definition. 

ANSWER WORD DEFINITION 

 1. bouquet a) covered in snow 

 2. colleagues b) a large vehicle for transporting products 

 3. to pay tribute to c) move to the side of or off the road 

 4. an attempt d) to hit someone 

 5. snowy e) people that you work with 

 6. pull over f) a person that is loved 

 7. a semi-truck g) a continuous area of land or water 

 8. a stretch h) being committed to a task or purpose 

 9. struck i) an act intended to show respect and 
admiration 

 10. rushed j) to make an effort; to try 

 11. incident k) an arrangement of flowers 

 12. loved l) an event or occurrence 

 13. dedication m) in a hurry 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/manmeet-bhullar-state-memorial-service-sunday-calgary-1.3338869
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/manmeet-bhullar-alberta-mla-killed-1.3331978
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LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to Newscast 2 and fill in the blanks. 
 
A ____________________ of white roses lay on the desk of Manmeet Bhullar as 
colleagues from all parties paid silent ____________________ to the Conservative MLA 
on Tuesday. 
 
35 year old Bhullar was driving from Calgary to Edmonton on Monday. He was killed 
after he got out of his car in an ____________________ to aid another motorist on a 
____________________ highway.  Bhullar was one of two drivers who pulled over and 
got out of their vehicles to help. But just moments later, a __________-__________ lost 
control on the same stretch of highway and hit one of the parked vehicles that then 
____________________ Bhullar.  
 
Bhullar was rushed to hospital, but later died. No one else was hurt in the 
___________________. 
 
Ric McIver, interim PC party leader, stated, “Manmeet was 
much ___________________ as a husband and was a dear friend, not just to his 
____________________, but also to anyone who came to know him. His 
____________________ and dedication will live on in our hearts and we will greatly 
miss him.” 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
The white rose symbolizes innocence and purity, which is why it is associated with 
weddings and bridal bouquets. The white rose is also used to honour a friend or loved 
one in recognition of a new beginning or a farewell. Their pure colour conveys respect 
and expresses hope for the future. 
 
Do white roses or other flowers have special meaning in your country/culture? 
 
WRITING ACTIVITY 
Beside the photo, write some expressions of condolence to Manmeet Bhullar’s 
colleagues.  
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NEWS STORY 3 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE WAS TRUDEAU’S FIRST STOP ON A WEEK-LONG 
INTERNATIONAL TRIP 

 
Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/full-text-trudeau-toast-queen-1.3340584  
Newscast Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/justin-trudeau-meets-the-queen-1.3336329    
 

WARM UP QUESTIONS 
What do you know about the relationship between Canada and Queen Elizabeth the 
Second? How is Queen Elizabeth represented in Canada? 
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Match the words with the correct definition. 

ANSWER WORD DEFINITION 

 Buckingham Palace to be very tall in comparison to someone else 
 

 greeted a meeting related to humans and their impact on the 
global atmosphere 

 circumstances welcomed someone 
 

 tower over conditions or situations with respect to time, place, 
manner 

 climate conference the residence and workplace of Queen Elizabeth II 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/full-text-trudeau-toast-queen-1.3340584
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/justin-trudeau-meets-the-queen-1.3336329
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LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to Newscast 3 for overall comprehension.  
 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Review the questions below. Listen to the newscast again for the answers to the 
questions. 
 

1. Why was Justin Trudeau at Buckingham Palace on Wednesday? 
 
 

2. Why did the Queen say, “It is nice to see you again under different 
circumstances”? 

 
 

3. What did Justin Trudeau mean when he said, “You were much taller than me the 
last time we met”? 

 
 

4. When did Justin Trudeau first meet the Queen? 
 
 

5. Where was Justin Trudeau going after his meeting with the Queen? 
 
 
READING ACTIVITY 1 
Read the following text below about the Queen’s relationship with Canada. Underline 
the vocabulary you do not understand. Look up these words in your dictionary. 

Queen Elizabeth II has a unique relationship with Canada. She first toured Canada in 
1951 as Princess Elizabeth. Since then she has returned to Canada over twenty times. 
The Queen’s patronages include the Canadian Cancer Society, the Canadian Nurses’ 
Association, the Canadian Red Cross Society, the Royal Canadian Humane Association, 
and Save the Children – Canada. She also retains a special relationship with the 
Canadian Armed Forces. 
 

Canada is the country most visited by the Queen over her reign of 60 years. She has 
often stated that it is her “second home”, feeling totally at ease in Canada, meeting as 
many Canadians as possible from all walks of life and backgrounds in the communities 
where they live.  
 

The Queen personifies the state and is the personal symbol of allegiance, unity and 
authority for all Canadians. It is for this reason that new Canadian citizens swear 
allegiance to the Queen of Canada.  

Do you have a better understanding of the Queen’s relationship with Canada now? 
What information above is new to you?   
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LANGUAGE FOCUS: PRONUNCIATION OF PLURAL AND THIRD-PERSON SINGULAR 

PRESENT SIMPLE VERB ENDINGS 

 
Plurals and present simple verbs that agree with 3rd person singular nouns and pronouns 
(she, he, and it, for example) end in “s” or “es”. Other language speakers may be 
confused because the s ending makes three different sounds: s; z; or ɪz (as in is). 
 
If words end in an s or z sound, the plural ending or a third-person singular verb ending 
is spelt “es” and sounds /ɪz/.  Sounds like s and z are called sibilant sounds. 

Sibilants are often described as sounds that hiss like a snake. .    

Others say sibilants make a whistling sound .    
 
Words that end in sibilant sounds have an es spelling and an /ɪz/ sounding ending.  
 
When we look up words in the dictionary, we see pronunciation in the International 
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), which is used to show the difference between sounds and 
spelling.  
 
The chart below shows the sibilant sounds with the IPA symbol, and examples. 
 

Sibilant Sounds 

VOICED UNVOICED 

Z (buzz) S bus 

dʒ (judge) tʃ (church) 

Ʒ (pleasure) ʃ (dish) 

 
Let’s look at examples using the words in the chart above: 
 

The beehive buzzes with activity every day.  Pronounced: /bʌzɪz/  

There are two busses on the corner.  Pronounced: /bʌsɪz/ 

She judges the contest every year.   Pronounced: /dʒʌdʒɪz/ 

There are seven churches in the small village.   Pronounced: /tʃʌrtʃɪz/ 

He washes the dishes every night.   Pronounced:  /wɑːʃɪz/ and   /dɪ ʃɪz/ 

 
(notice the change in spelling of bus because of the short u sound /ʌ/) 
 
 
/Ʒ /is a sibilant sound. English words do not end in the /Ʒ/ sound. So we will not be 
seeing that sound in this lesson. 
 



 

 
8 

When words do not end in a sibilant sound, plurals and present simple third person 
verbs end with an s or z sound. 
  
You do not have to memorize lists of words that end in s or z sound. There is an easy 
way to know which sound the past-tense verb ends in—whether or not the verb ends in 
a sound that vibrates (like a cell phone              on vibrate). 
 
 
 
 
If your throat/vocal cords                        vibrate                        when you pronounce the last 
sound of the verb, the past verb ends with a z sound. 
 
  
 
 
 
If your throat/vocal cords                   do not vibrate                      when you pronounce the 
last sound in the verb, the past verb ends in an s sound. 
 
There are two easy ways to tell if your vocal cords are vibrating.   
Technique 1: The first, which is much easier to do in public, is to place your thumb on 
one side of your windpipe, and your fingers on the other.  
 
 
 
 
 
Say the sound. If your fingers feel a vibration, your vocal cords are vibrating. If you do 
not feel a vibration, your vocal cords are not vibrating. 
 
 Technique 2: You can also put your hands over your ears. 
 
 
 
 
Say the sound. If you feel a vibration, your vocal cords are vibrating. If you do not feel a 
vibration, your vocal cords are not vibrating. 
 
Sounds that vibrate in your vocal cords are called VOICED sounds.   
Sounds that do not vibrate in your vocal cords are UNVOICED sounds. 
VOICED endings stay VOICED. UNVOICED endings stay UNVOICED. 
 
ALL VOWEL SOUNDS ARE VOICED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZo_ShyqzJAhUCGh4KHZGCB_EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.daviddarling.info/childrens_encyclopedia/sound_Chapter4.html&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFGVFog2NlGAM2Tt2Dfx8JrQGrrtw&ust=1448575435538087
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZo_ShyqzJAhUCGh4KHZGCB_EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.daviddarling.info/childrens_encyclopedia/sound_Chapter4.html&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFGVFog2NlGAM2Tt2Dfx8JrQGrrtw&ust=1448575435538087
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZo_ShyqzJAhUCGh4KHZGCB_EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.daviddarling.info/childrens_encyclopedia/sound_Chapter4.html&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFGVFog2NlGAM2Tt2Dfx8JrQGrrtw&ust=1448575435538087
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjD3MOny6zJAhXGdR4KHUiKBuAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.howardleight.com/hearing-protection/earplug-instruction-poster&psig=AFQjCNFOp3KegnvqoTgqtPtxnmyEhxpI-w&ust=1448575721634418
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There might be a problem if you are pronouncing the sound incorrectly, so knowing if a 
consonant sound is voiced or unvoiced will also help you pronounce it correctly. 
Most VOICED and UNVOICED consonants are in pairs. They have a partner that is 
pronounced with the tongue, the teeth, and the lips in the same place, but the VOICED 
sound vibrates in the vocal cords, and the UNVOICED sound does not. 
 
See the VOICED and UNVOICED pairs in the tables below. The International Phonetic 
Alphabet (IPA) is used to show the difference between sounds and spelling. We will just 
look at the IPA symbols we need to know for this lesson. 
 

 

 
Remember, in pronunciation, pay attention to the sound, not the spelling. For example, 
words ending in w and y will have vowel sounds. All vowels are VOICED. Verbs ending in 
h do not have an h sound. They can sound /f/ / tʃ/ /ʃ/. 
 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Practice saying all of the sounds in the boxes above using one of the 
techniques pictured. 
 
Can you feel the difference between the VOICED and UNVOICED sounds when you say 
them? If not, practice pushing more air out of your mouth for the UNVOICED sounds. 
Hold a thin piece of paper in front of your mouth and try to make the paper move when 
pronouncing UNVOICED sounds. 
 
 
 

VOICED UNVOICED 

b p 

d t 

v  f 

g l 

z s 

Nasal VOICED Sounds 

m Vibration is 
felt strongly 
in the nose 

n 

ŋ (ng) sing 

Liquid VOICED sounds 

l Vibration is 
felt strongly 
higher in the 
throat and 
lower lip  

r Vibration is 
felt strongly 
lower in the 
throat 

Diagraphs 

VOICED UNVOICED 

ð  (bathe) Θ (bath) 

Diagraphs are single sounds 
made by two letters. 
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LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Put the correct pronunciation of the s ending: s; z; or ɪz next to the verbs 
in the box below. Examples of each are done for you. (Pay attention to sound, not 
spelling). 
 

s; z; or ɪz VERB s; z; or ɪz VERB s; z; or ɪz VERB 

s calls  z decides ɪz kisses 

 annoys  continues  acknowledges 

 arrives  applies  kicks 

 abolishes  approaches  finishes 

 borrows  outweighs  triumphs 

 camps  dies  learns 

 changes  dislikes  lies 

 cheats  finishes  lifts 

 clicks  graduates  likes 

 closes  hates  lives 

 marries  helps  laughs 

 moves  plans  looks 

 opens  presses  loves 

 passes  pushes  remembers 

 employs  interviews  jumps 

 shows  stays  returns 

 slips  stops  succeeds 

 starts  studies  switches 

 tries  uses  talked 

 turns  visits  walks 

 works  waits  wants 

 yells  zips  watches 

 reviews  massages  zooms 

(See answer key) 
 
 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 3 
Instructions: Now practice pronouncing the verbs with the correct s or es ending.  Use 
the techniques to be sure you are saying each verb correctly. 
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LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 4 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 2 again and mark which sound you hear: s; z; or ɪz for 
the plural endings underlined. 
 
A bouquet of white roses (___) lay on the desk of Manmeet Bhullar as colleagues (___) 
from all parties (___) paid silent tribute to the Conservative MLA on Tuesday. 
 
The 35 year old Bhullar was driving from Calgary to Edmonton on Monday. He was killed 
after he got out of his car in an attempt to aid another motorist on a snowy highway. 
Bhullar was one of two drivers (___) who pulled over and got out of their vehicles (___) 
to help. But just moments (___) later, a semi-truck lost control on the same stretch of 
highway and hit one of the parked vehicles (___) that then struck Bhullar.  
 
Bhullar was rushed to hospital, but later died. No one else was hurt in the incident. 
 
Ric McIver, interim PC party leader, stated, “Manmeet was much loved as a husband 
and was a dear friend, not just to his colleagues (___), but also to anyone who came to 
know him. His passion and dedication will live on in our hearts (___) and we will greatly 
miss him.” 
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 TRANSCRIPTS OF WEEKLY NEWSCASTS 

 WEEKLY NEWS STORIES TIME 

Introduction Hi. This is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with 
CBC for the week of November 30th. 

0:00 

Newscast 1 
 
Change in 
promise to 
resettle 25,000 
Syrian refugees 
by year end 

The Liberal government revealed that its promise to resettle 
25,000 Syrian refugees will take longer than originally 
planned. 
 
Rather than bring 25,000 by year’s end, the resettlement 
process will now be split in two, with 10,000 refugees to 
arrive by December 31st and the remainder by the end of 
February. 
 
Immigration Minister John McCallum says “Canadians across 
the country have told the government that we have to do it 
right, and if takes a little longer to do it right, then take the 
extra time.”  
 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau told CBC that pushing back 
the deadline will ensure the resettlement process is done 
right and will create a better chance for their successful 
integration into Canada. 

0:12 

Newscast 2 
 
Conservative 
MLA Manmeet 
Bhullar was 
killed while 
helping a 
stranded 
motorist 

A bouquet of white roses lay on the desk of Manmeet 
Bhullar as colleagues from all parties paid silent tribute to 
the Conservative MLA on Tuesday. 
 
The 35 year old Bhullar was driving from Calgary to 
Edmonton on Monday. He was killed after he got out of his 
car in an attempt to aid another motorist on a snowy 
highway.  Bhullar was one of two drivers who pulled over 
and got out of their vehicles to help. But just moments later, 
a semi-truck lost control on the same stretch of highway 
and hit one of the parked vehicles that then struck Bhullar.  
 
Bhullar was rushed to hospital, but later died. No one else 
was hurt in the incident. 
 
Ric McIver, interim PC party leader, stated, “Manmeet was 
much loved as a husband and was a dear friend, not just to 
his colleagues, but also to anyone who came to know 
him. His passion and dedication will live on in our hearts and 
we will greatly miss him.” 

1:18 
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Newscast 3 
 
Buckingham 
Palace was 
Trudeau’s first 
stop on a 
week-long 
international 
trip 

Justin Trudeau was at Buckingham Palace on Wednesday to 
meet the Queen. 
 
She greeted the new Canadian prime minister by saying, “it 
is nice to see you again... but under different 
circumstances." 
 
Trudeau replied, “I will say, you were much taller than me 
the last time we met.” He now towers over the monarch 
whom he first met as a child travelling with his father and 
prime minister at the time, Pierre Trudeau. 
 
The palace was Trudeau’s first stop on a week-long 
international trip that includes the Paris climate conference. 

2:37 
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 1: 
CHANGE IN PROMISE TO RESETTLE 25,000 SYRIAN REFUGEES BY YEAR END 
 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
 
The Liberal government revealed that its promise to resettle 25,000 Syrian refugees will 
take longer than originally planned. 
 
Rather than bring 25,000 by year’s end, the resettlement process will now be split in 
two, with 10,000 refugees to arrive by December 31 and the remainder by the end of 
February. 
 
Immigration Minister John McCallum says “Canadians across the country have told the 
government that we have to do it right, and if takes a little longer to do it right, then 
take the extra time.”  
 
Trudeau told CBC that pushing back the deadline will ensure the resettlement process is 
done right and will create a better chance for their successful integration into Canada. 
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 2: CONSERVATIVE MLA MANMEET BHULLAR WAS 
KILLED WHILE HELPING A STRANDED MOTORIST 
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 

ANSWER WORD DEFINITION 

K 1. bouquet a) covered in snow 

E 2. colleagues b) a large vehicle for transporting products 

I 3. to pay tribute to c) move to the side of or off the road 

J 4. an attempt d) to hit someone 

A 5. snowy e) people that you work with 

C 6. pull over f) a person that is loved 

B 7. a semi-truck g) a continuous area of land or water 

G 8. a stretch h) being committed to a task or purpose 

D 9. struck / strike i) an act intended to show respect and 
admiration 

M 10. rushed j) to make an effort; to try 

L 11. incident k) an arrangement of flowers 

F 12. loved l) an event or occurrence 

H 13. dedication m) in a hurry 

 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
A bouquet of white roses lay on the desk of Manmeet Bhullar as colleagues from all 
parties paid silent tribute to the Conservative MLA on Tuesday. 
 
35 year old Bhullar was driving from Calgary to Edmonton on Monday. He was killed 
after he got out of his car in an attempt to aid another motorist on a snowy highway. 
Bhullar was one of two drivers who pulled over and got out of their vehicles to help. But 
just moments later, a semi-truck lost control on the same stretch of highway and hit one 
of the parked vehicles that then struck Bhullar.  
 
Bhullar was rushed to hospital, but later died. No one else was hurt in the incident. 
 
Ric McIver, interim PC party leader, stated, “Manmeet was much loved as a husband 
and was a dear friend, not just to his colleagues, but also to anyone who came to know 
him. His passion and dedication will live on in our hearts and we will greatly miss him.” 
 
WRITING ACTIVITY 
Answers will vary. Statements of sympathy and condolence are to be included in a 
forthcoming Edmonton weekly lesson plan. 
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 3: BUCKINGHAM PALACE WAS TRUDEAU’S FIRST STOP 
ON A WEEK-LONG INTERNATIONAL TRIP 
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Match the words with the correct definition. 

ANSWER WORD DEFINITION 

E Buckingham Palace A. to be very tall in comparison to someone else 
 

C greeted B. a meeting related to humans and their impact 
on the global atmosphere 

D circumstances C. welcomed someone 
 

A tower over D. conditions or situations with respect to time, 
place, manner 

B climate conference E. the residence and workplace of Queen 
Elizabeth II 

 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Review the questions below. Listen to the news story again for the answers to the 
questions. 
 

1. Why was Justin Trudeau at Buckingham Palace on Wednesday? 
To meet the Queen 
 

2.  Why did the Queen say, “It is nice to see you again under different 
circumstances”? 
They met previously (when Justin Trudeau was a child). 
 

3. What did Justin Trudeau mean when he said, “You were much taller than me the 
last time we met”? 
He was referring to the first time he met her as a child. At that time, the Queen 
was taller than him but now he is taller than her. 
 

4. When did Justin Trudeau first meet the Queen? 
When he was a child / He first met The Queen as a child when he was travelling 
with his father, Pierre Trudeau—the Canadian prime minister at the time.  
 

5. Where was Justin Trudeau going after his meeting with the Queen? 
The climate conference in Paris / Paris 
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ANSWER KEY 
LANGUAGE FOCUS 
 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Put the correct pronunciation of the s ending: s; z; or ɪz next to the verbs 
in the box below. Examples of each are done for you. (Pay attention to sound, not 
spelling). 
 

s; z; or ɪz VERB s; z; or ɪz VERB s; z; or ɪz VERB 

s calls  z decides ɪz kisses 

z annoys z continues ɪz acknowledges 

z arrives z applies s kicks 

ɪz abolishes ɪz approaches ɪz finishes 

z borrows z outweighs s triumphs 

s camps z dies z learns 

ɪz changes s dislikes z lies 

s cheats ɪz finishes s lifts 

s clicks s graduates s likes 

ɪz closes s hates z lives 

z marries s helps s laughs 

z moves z plans s looks 

z opens ɪz presses s loves 

ɪz passes ɪz pushes z remembers 

z employs z interviews s jumps 

z shows z stays z returns 

s slips s stops z succeeds 

s starts z studies ɪz switches 

z tries ɪz uses s talked 

z turns s visits s walks 

s works z waits z wants 

z yells s zips ɪz watches 

z reviews ɪz massages z zooms 

 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 4 
A bouquet of white rosɪz lay on the desk of Manmeet Bhullar as colleaguez from all 
partiez paid silent tribute to the Conservative MLA on Tuesday. 
 
35 year old Bhullar was driving from Calgary to Edmonton on Monday. He was killed 
after he got out of his car in an attempt to aid another motorist on a snowy 
highway.  Bhullar was one of two driverz who pulled over and got out of their vehiclez to 
help. But just moments later, a semi-truck lost control on the same stretch of highway 
and hit one of the parked vehiclez that then struck Bhullar.  
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Bhullar was rushed to hospital, but later died. No one else was hurt in the incident. 
 
Ric McIver, interim PC party leader stated, "Manmeet was much loved as a husband and 
was a dear friend, not just to his colleaguez, but also to anyone who came to know 
him. His passion and dedication will live on in our hearts and we will greatly miss him.”  


