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Learning English with CBC 

Edmonton 

Weekly newscast 

May 23
rd

, 2014 
Lessons prepared by Barbara Edmondson & Justine Light 

 

  

Objectives of the weekly newscast lesson 
 
‐ to develop listening skills at the CLB 4 level 

 
‐ to increase vocabulary among learners 

 
‐ to increase knowledge of news stories 
 
- to provide a self‐study tool, as well as, an ESL classroom 
resource 
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News story #1  Flooding in Eastern Europe  

 

What is a flood?  What kind of damage can a flood cause?  This first story is about two countries in 

Europe that have been hit by floods. 

Before you listen to the first news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

 

Vocabulary 

Use one of the vocabulary words below to complete the sentences. Answers are in the appendix. 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 

meteorologist: a scientist who uses technology to tell us what the weather will be like  

Balkans: a region of southeast Europe; Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina , Bulgaria, Macedonia, 

Montenegro, Kosovo, Romania, Serbia 

unemployment rate – the percentage of the population that does not have a job but wants to work 
 

1. There was a _______________ in Alberta last June and many homes were destroyed. 

2. When the water rose quickly people were _______________ to leave there homes. 

3. People who did not leave their homes became _______________ by the water. 

4. Rescue ______________ tried to help people who could not get out of their homes. 

5. Over 2000 Canadian _______________ were sent to help people in flooded areas. 

6. _______________  say the damage cost almost two billion dollars. 

7. It has almost been a year since the flood and still people have not made a full ___________. 

8. The southern Alberta flood of 2013 is a _______________ disaster. 

Now listen to the first news story from the audio file.  

 

  

authorities  (people with control/police)   flood (too much water; rivers overflow)   
forced (made to do something)   crew (group of people working together) 
soldiers (people working in the army)  trapped (blocked; unable to move) 
recovery (fix after something is destroyed) historic (will be remembered in the future) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
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Listening activity: Multiple Choice 

Choose the best answer to complete the sentences. Answers are in the appendix. 

1. At least 40 people have died and half a million 

people were forced to leave their homes after 

flooding in ________________.      

a) Serbia and Bosnia 

b) in two countries 

2. Emergency crews and soldiers ______________ 

__________ to rescue thousands of trapped people. 

a) used trucks and ambulances 

b) used boats and helicopters 

3. Meteorologists say the flooding was the worst in 

the Balkans ____________________________. 

a) since weather change began. 

b) since weather records began. 

4. The recovery ____________________will cost 

billions of Euros.   

a) from this historic flood 

b) from this memorable event 

5. Both Bosnia and Serbia ______________________ 

international help.  

a) say they will need 

b) say they will decline 

6. They are _________________________in Europe 

with unemployment rates up to 44 per cent. 

a) two of the weakest countries 

b) two of the poorest countries 

 

Discussion Question 

Do you think it is important for countries to help each other when there is a natural disaster?  In 

what situations do you think it is okay to ask for international help?
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News story #2 Prince Charles in Canada 

Who is Prince Charles? Who is Vladimir Putin?  Who is Adolf Hitler?  This story is about an 

inappropriate comment Prince Charles made on his visit to Canada. 

Before you listen to the second news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Choose the group of synonyms (words with similar meaning) that best match each of the 
vocabulary words.  Answers are in the appendix. 

Answer Word from the story Related words 

 1)   controversy a)   equaling 
      contrasting 

 2)   comments b)  angry 
      disappointed 

 3)  comparing c)    leaders    
       legislators 

 4)  media d)   words 
       gossip 

 5)   private e)   confidential 
       independent 

 6)   upset f)    argument 
       debate 

 7)   politicians g)   news 
       TV / radio 

Extra definition to help you understand the reading: 

outrageous – terrible, disgraceful 

Now listen to the second news story from the audio file. 

Listening Activity: True/False 

Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Write your answer in the blanks. Answers 

are in the appendix. 

1. ____ Prince Charles caused an international conflict during his visit to Canada. 

2. ____ Prince Charles and his wife spent four days in western Canada including Manitoba. 

3. ____ In Halifax Charles made a comment comparing Putin to Hitler. 

4. ____British media reports the comment was made in a private conversation. 

5. ____ Russian officials were confused by the comment, saying it was “outrageous.” 

6. ____ Some British politicians say famous people should not make political statements. 

  

Discussion Question 

Do you think members of the royal family should comment on politics?  Why or why not? 
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News story #3 Canadian Children Need More Exercise 

 

How much exercise do you get every day/week?  Is staying physically fit important to you? Why?  

This story suggests Canadian children should be doing more physical activity.  

Before you listen to the third news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help 

you to understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Match the words with their definitions. Answers are in the appendix. 

Answer Word Definition 

 1. physical activity a) planned; teams play against each other  

 2. target b) hard, strong or fast 

 3. participate c) total amount 

 4. organized sports d) to join in an activity 

 5. teen e) young adult 

 6. moderate f) 13 - 19 

 7. vigorous g) rank; where something placed compared with others 

 8. youth h) exercise; moving your body 

 9. overall i) a medium amount; not too much and not too little 

 10. finish j) goal 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 

making the grade – to work to their full potential; to achieve a high enough mark/grade 

D-minus – 50%; considered a low or below average score 

Now listen to the third news story from the audio file. 

Listening Activity: Short Answer 

Read and answer the questions below. Answers are in the appendix. Use vocabulary words in the 

questions 

1. What did a new report discover? 

2. Who wrote the new report? 

3. What do 75% of Canadian kids do? 

4. How many children get 60 minutes of moderate exercise each day? 

5. What did 62% of Canadian parents report? 

6. What did Canadian children get a D-minus for? 

7. How did Canadian children’s physical activity rank out of 15 countries? 

 

Discussion Question 

Why is it so important that children get enough exercise?  Make a list of different physical 

activities children could do to stay fit.  Compare your list with a partner. 
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Language Focus 

Passive Voice  

In the Active voice we focus on who is doing the action because the subject of the 

sentence is the doer of the action. 

Ex: The flood water forced people to leave their homes. 

In the Passive voice we focus on the action itself or on the object receiving the action, 

rather than who is doing it.  The subject of the sentence receives the action.  

Ex: People were forced to leave their homes (by the flood water.) 

We use passive voice in three situations: 

1. When the doer of the action is unknown, or not important. 

     2. When we want to express that the action/event is more important than the actor. 

3. When we write a scientific paper or lab report. 

Forming the passive voice :  ‘be’ verb + past participle of the main verb. 

Present tense:  The news is read by Don Bell. 

Past tense: The Balkans were hit by floods. 

Future tense: International help will be needed to recover. 

Past perfect: “In Serbia, emergency crews and soldiers used boats and helicopters to rescue 
thousands of people who had been trapped.” 

Let’s look at some examples adapted from the third story this week.  Which sentences are in the 

active voice? Which are in the passive voice? Highlight the verbs.  Try to change active sentences to 

passive voice, and passive sentences to be active.  Answers are in the appendix. 

 

1. Canadian children were found to not be getting enough exercise. 

2. Active Healthy Kids Canada discovered Canadian children are not reaching physical activity 

targets. 

3. 75 per cent of Canadian kids participate in organized sports or physical activities. 

4. Moderate to vigorous physical activity is done by only 5% of children. 

5. “It found that sixty-two per cent of parents said their five-to-seventeen-year-olds were always 

driven to and from school.” 

6. “Canadian children and youth were given a D-minus for overall physical activity.” 

7. Canada finished 12th out of 15 countries in the survey. 
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Transcripts of Weekly news stories 

 MAY 23RD WEEKLY NEWS STORIES  TIME 

Introduction Hi, this is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with CBC for May 

23rd. 

0:00 

Story 1 Authorities in Serbia and Bosnia say at least 40 people have died in the 

two countries from the flooding that has hit the area. Half a million 

people were also forced to leave their homes.  In Serbia, emergency 

crews and soldiers used boats and helicopters to rescue thousands of 

people who had been trapped. Meteorologists say the flooding was the 

worst in the Balkans since weather records began. The recovery from the 

historic flood will cost billions of euros that neither of the countries 

has.  Both Bosnia and Serbia say they will need international help.  They 

are two of the poorest countries in Europe with unemployment rates up 

to 44 per cent. 

0:10 

Story 2 Prince Charles caused an international controversy during his visit to 

Canada. Charles and his wife Camilla spent four days in eastern Canada 

and Manitoba. When they were in Halifax Charles is said to have made 

comments comparing Russian President Vladimir Putin to Adolf Hitler. 

British media said that Charles compared Putin to the Nazi leader in a 

private conversation with a volunteer worker at the Museum of 

Immigration. Russian officials were upset, saying that was "outrageous". 

Some British politicians say the royal family should not make political 

statements. 

1:10 

Story 3 A new report has found that Canadian children aren't making the grade, 

when it comes to reaching physical activity targets. The report was done 

by Active Healthy Kids Canada. It shows 75 per cent of Canadian kids 

participate in organized sports or physical activities. And yet only five per 

cent of school aged children and teens do 60 minutes a day of moderate 

to vigorous physical activity. It found that sixty-two per cent of parents 

said their five-to-seventeen-year-olds were always driven to and from 

school.  Canadian children and youth were given a D-minus for overall 

physical activity. Out of the 15 countries in the survey Canada finished 

12th. 

2:00 
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Answer keys 

News story 1 

Vocabulary 

1. There was a   flood   in Alberta last June and many homes were destroyed. 

2. When the water rose quickly people were   forced   to leave there homes. 

3. People who did not leave their homes became   trapped   by the water. 

4. Rescue  crews   tried to help people who could not get out of their homes. 

5. Over 2000 Canadian   soldiers   were sent to help people in flooded areas. 

6.   Authorities   say the damage cost almost two billion dollars. 

7. It has almost been a year since the flood and still people have not made a full   recovery  . 

8. The southern Alberta flood of 2013 is a   historic   disaster. 

Listening 

1. At least 40 people have died and half a million 

people were forced to leave their homes after 

flooding in ________________.      

a) Serbia and Bosnia 

b) In two countries 

2. Emergency crews and soldiers ______________ 

__________ to rescue thousands of trapped people. 

a) used trucks and ambulances 

b) used boats and helicopters 

3. Meteorologists say the flooding was the worst in 

the Balkans ____________________________. 

a) since weather change began. 

b) since weather records began. 

4. The recovery ____________________will cost 

billions of Euros.   

a) from this historic flood 

b) from this memorable event 

5. Both Bosnia and Serbia ____________________ 

international help.  

a) say they will need 

b) say they will decline 

6. They are _________________________in Europe 

with unemployment rates up to 44 per cent. 

a) two of the weakest countries 

b) two of the poorest countries 

 

News story 2 

Vocabulary 

Answer Word from the story Related words 

f 1)   controversy a)   equaling 
      contrasting 

d 2)   comments b)  angry 
      disappointed 

a 3)  comparing c)    leaders    
       legislators 

g 4)  media d)   words 
       gossip 
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e 5)   private e)   confidential 
       independent 

b 6)   upset f)    argument 
       debate 

c 7)   politicians g)   news 
       TV / radio 

 

Listening 

1. __F__ Prince Charles caused an international conflict during his visit to Canada. 

2. __F__ Prince Charles and his wife spent four days in western Canada including Manitoba. 

3. __T__ In Halifax Charles made a comment comparing Putin to Hitler. 

4. __T__British media reports the comment was made in a private conversation. 

5. __F__ Russian officials were confused by the comment, saying it was 

“outrageous.” 

6. __F__ Some British politicians say famous people should not make political statements. 

 

News story 3 

Vocabulary 

Answer Word Definition 

h 1. physical activity a) planned; teams play against each other  

j 2. target b) hard, strong or fast 

d 3. participate c) total amount 

a 4. organized sports d) to join in an activity 

f 5. teen e) young adult 

i 6. moderate f) 13 - 19 

b 7. vigorous g) rank; where something placed compared with others 

e 8. youth h) exercise; moving your body 

c 9. overall i) a medium amount; not too much and not too little 

g 10. finish j) goal 

 

Listening 

1. What did a new report discover? 

It found that Canadian children are not making the grade when it comes to 

reaching physical activity targets. 

2. Who wrote the new report? 

Active Healthy Kids Canada 

3. What do 75% of Canadian kids do? 
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Participate in organized sports or physical activities. 

4. How many children get 60 minutes of moderate exercise each day? 

Only 5% 

5. What did 62% of Canadian parents report? 

These parents reported that their children ages 5-17 were always driven to school 

6. What did Canadian children get a D-minus for? 

Canadian children get a D-minus for overall physical activity. 

7. How did Canadian children’s physical activity rank out of 15 countries? 

Canada finished 12th out of 15 countries. 

 

Language Focus 

1. Canadian children were found to not be getting enough exercise. Passive voice 

A report found Canadian children are not getting enough exercise. 

 

2. Active Healthy Kids Canada discovered Canadian children are not reaching physical activity 

targets. Active voice 

It was discovered by Active Healthy Kids Canada that physical activity targets are not being reached 

by Canadian children. 

 

3. 75 per cent of Canadian kids participate in organized sports or physical activities. Active voice 

Organized sports or physical activities are being participated in by 75% of Canadian kids. (awkward) 

 

4. Moderate to vigorous physical activity is done by only 5% of children. Passive voice 

5% of children do moderate to vigorous physical activity. 

 

5. “It found that sixty-two per cent of parents said their five-to-seventeen-year-olds were always 

driven to and from school.” Active voice and Passive voice 

It was found by the report that 62% of parents said they drive their children to school or their 

children take a bus to school. 

 

6. “Canadian children and youth were given a D-minus for overall physical activity.” Passive voice 

Active Healthy Kids Canada gave Canadian children a D-minus for overall physical activity. 

 

7. Canada finished 12th out of 15 countries in the survey. Active voice 

12th place out of 15 was achieved by Canada. 

 
 


