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Objectives of the weekly newscast lesson 
 
‐ to develop listening skills at the CLB 4 level 

 
‐ to increase vocabulary among learners 

 
‐ to increase knowledge of news stories 
 
- to provide a self‐study tool, as well as, an ESL classroom 
resource 
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News story #1 

Before you listen to the first news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

 

Vocabulary 

The words below are from the first news story. Choose the group of words in the box below that 

best matches those words. The first one is done for you. Answers are in the appendix. 

 

 

Answer Word Related words 

f 1) mourning a) find  out 

discover 

confirm  

 2) tunnel b)  disaster 

catastrophe 

misfortune  

 3) seriously c) collision 

accident 

 hit  

 4) investigation d) badly 

critically 

gravely 

 5) determine e) passageway 

channel 

underground road  

 6) tragedy f)  grieving  

in bereavement  

sorrowful  

 7) crash g) inquiry 

examination 

analyses  

 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 

survivors: people who do not die in a dangerous situation such as a car accident or 

an earthquake 
 

 

Now listen to the first news story from the audio file.  

 

 



Listening activity: Multiple choice 

 

Choose the best answer to complete the sentences. The first one is done for you. Answers 

are in the appendix. 

 

1. The children in the accident were _______ a) from Switzerland.  

b) from Belgium. 

 2. The bus __________________________ 

 

a) hit a wall. 

b) was hit by a car. 

3. The drivers of the bus ________________ a) were very tired. 

b) were well rested. 

4. The bus was  _______________________ a) modern.  

b) old.  

5. The driver may have been 

_________________ 

a) watching a DVD. 

b) changing a DVD.  

 

 

  



News story #2 

Before you listen to the second news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

 

Vocabulary 

Read the definitions below, and then put the sentences in the correct order.  

Words and Definitions 
smokers: people who smoke cigarettes 

bylaw: a law created in a city or town 

fine: money you must pay for breaking a law or rule 

unanimous:  agreement from all people 

councillor: a person who represents people in the a city government  

 Answers are in the appendix. 

 

1. smokers are no in family my There.  

There are no smokers in my family.  

2. bylaw There is littering against a. 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

3. fine I got a parking for place in wrong the. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

4. leave Our to unanimous was decision.  

_____________________________________________________________ 

city a My works councillor father for .  

5. _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Now listen to the second news story from the audio file. 

Listening Activity: True/False 

 

Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Write your answer in the blanks. The first 

one is done for you. Answers are in the appendix. 

 

1. True  Right now it is illegal to smoke near playgrounds. 

2. ____ The bylaw would make it illegal to smoke within 10 kilometres of a playground 

3. ____ The council vote on Wednesday had to be unanimous. 

4. ____ Kerry Diotte is in favour of the bylaw. 

5. ____ The next vote is in April. 

 



News story #3 

Before you listen to the third news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help 

you to understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Match the words with their definitions. The first one is done for you. Answers are in the 

appendix.  

 

Answer Word Definition 

f 1. elephants a) decorations 

 2. remote b) a beautiful substance that comes from animal tusks* and is 

used to make jewelry and decorations 

 3. poachers  c) a person who works in the military  

 4. a spokesperson d) very far from a city or town  

 5. a soldier e) people who kill animals illegally to make money 

 6. to increase f) large grey animals with long noses big ears and tusks* 

 7. smuggled g) a person who speaks for an large corporation or 

government 

 8. ivory h) took something illegally from one country to another  

 9. ornaments i) to grow in size or amount  

 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 

*tusks: a large tooth that sticks out of the mouths of some animals (such as 

elephants) 

 

Now listen to the third news story from the audio file. 

 

 

Listening Activity: Short Answer 

Read and answer the questions below. The first one is done for you. Answers are in the 

appendix.  

1. Where are elephants being killed?  Cameroon 

2. Where are the poachers coming from? __________________________________ 

3. How many elephants have been killed? __________________________________ 

4. Where are the tusks smuggled to? ______________________________________ 

5. What do they do with the tusks? _______________________________________ 

 



 

Appendix 

 

Transcripts of Weekly news stories 

 MARCH 16TH WEEKLY NEWS STORIES  TIME 

Introduction Hi, this is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with CBC news for 

March 16th. 

0:00 

Story 1 Belgium is mourning following a terrible bus crash in Switzerland. The 

accident killed 28 people. Twenty-two of them were school children, 

returning to Belgium after a ski vacation in the Alps. The bus hit a tunnel 

wall. Twenty-four other children were hurt, some seriously.  

Investigations are under way to determine how a modern bus with two 

rested drivers and a tunnel thought to be safe could add up to such a 

tragedy. Swiss and Belgian media reported on Thursday that survivors of 

the crash said the driver had reached to change a DVD on the onboard 

entertainment system shortly before the crash. 

0:10 

Story 2 Smokers in Edmonton will soon not be allowed to light up near 

playgrounds and sports fields.  The bylaw change would make it so 

anyone caught smoking within 10 metres of spray parks, ice rinks or 

other children's play areas would face a fine of $250.  

On Wednesday, council tried to pass the bylaw in one day. When they do 

that, the vote has to be unanimous.  But that didn't happen because one 

councillor, Kerry Diotte, voted against the bylaw.  He says the bylaw is 

crazy. Council will vote on it at the next meeting in early April, that time 

they won't need unanimous approval to make it official. 

1:12 

Story 3 Soldiers in Cameroon are losing the fight to save the last elephants in a 

remote park from poachers. The World Wildlife Fund believes the 

poachers are coming in from Sudan and Chad. Spokesperson Natasha 

Kofoworola Quist says at least half the 400 elephants in Bouba N'Djida 

National Park have been killed and that one soldier's life has been lost as 

well. The past year has seen a large increase in poaching of elephants for 

their tusks, which are smuggled mainly to China and Thailand to make 

ivory ornaments. Northern Cameroon's elephant population is 80% of 

the total population of savanna elephants in all of Central Africa. 

2:23 

 

 



 

Answer keys 

News story 1 Vocabulary 

Answer Word Related words 

f 1) mourning a) find  out 
discover 
confirm  

e 2) tunnel b)  disaster 
catastrophe 
misfortune  

d 3) seriously c) collision 
accident 
 hit  

g 4) investigation d) badly 
critically 
gravely 

a 5) determine e) passageway 
channel 
underground road  

b 6) tragedy f)  grieving  
in bereavement  
sorrowful  

c 7) crash g) inquiry 
examination 
analyses  

Listening 

1. The children in the accident were _______ a) from Switzerland.  

b) from Belgium. 

 2. The bus __________________________ 

 

a) hit a wall. 

b) was hit by a car. 

3. The drivers of the bus ________________ a) were very tired. 

b) were well rested. 

4. The bus was  _______________________ a) modern.  

b) old.  

5. The driver may have _________________ a) watching a DVD. 

b) changing a DVD.  

News story 2 

Vocabulary 

1. There are no smokers in my family.  
2. There is a bylaw against littering. 
3. I got a fine for parking in the wrong place. 



4. Our decision to leave was unanimous.  
5. My father works for a city councillor.  

Listening 

1. True  Right now it is illegal to smoke near playgrounds. 

2. False The bylaw would make it illegal to smoke within 10 kilometres of a playground 

3. True The council vote on Wednesday had to be unanimous. 

4. False Kerry Diotte is in favour of the bylaw. 

5. True The next vote is in April. 

 

News story 3 

Vocabulary 

Answer Word Definition 

f 1) elephants a) decorations 

d 2) remote b) a beautiful substance that comes from animal tusks* 

and is used to make jewelry and decorations 

e 3) poachers  c) a person who works in the military  

g 4) a spokesperson d) very far from a city or town  

c 5) a soldier e) people who kill animals illegally to make money 

i 6) to increase f) large grey animals with long noses big ears and tusks* 

h 7) smuggled g) a person who speaks for an large corporation or 

government 

b 8) ivory h) took something illegally from one country to another  

a 9) ornaments i) to grow in size or amount  

 

Listening 

1. Where are elephants being killed?  Cameroon 

2. Where are the poachers coming from? Sudan and Chad 

3. How many elephants have been killed? At least 200 (half of the 400) 

4. Where are the tusks smuggled to? Mainly to China and Thailand 

5. What do they do with the tusks? They make ivory ornaments 

 


