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Objectives of the weekly newscast lesson 
 
‐ to develop listening skills at the CLB 4 level 

 
‐ to increase vocabulary among learners 

 
‐ to increase knowledge of news stories 
 
- to provide a self‐study tool, as well as, an ESL classroom 
resource 

 
 

 

www.alberta.ca http://www.cbc.ca/edmonton/learning-english/ 

 

http://www.alberta.ca/
http://www.cbc.ca/edmonton/learning-english/


© CBC 2014 Permission is granted reproduction of these pages for educational purposes only.  
For more information on copyright please see http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/ 

2 

News story #1  Father in Prison  

What punishment should a person receive for hurting his/her own children?  This story talks about 

a father sent to jail for assaulting his children. 

Before you listen to the first news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Match the words with their definitions. Answers are in the appendix. 

Answer Word Definition 

 1. sentence a) to suffer from lack of food 

 2. parole b) an amount of time 

 3. term c) probably 

 4. abuse d) said; add extra information 

 5. starve e) to hurt or cause pain physically or emotionally  

 6. serve f) the unplanned killing of a person 

 7. likely g) to give a punishment for a crime 

 8. deported h) to do a punishment; to go through a sentence 

 9. noted i) released from prison but still in contact with an officer 

 10. manslaughter j) sent out of the country, back to one’s original country 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 

aggravated assault – assault causing harm to the body, often with a weapon 

by one’s own hand -  causing one’s own problems, without help from others 

Now listen to the first news story from the audio file.  

Listening activity: Multiple Choice 

Choose the best answer to complete the sentences. Answers are in the appendix. 

1. A 36 year old Edmonton father has been 

sentenced _______________________. 

a) to a lengthy prison term. 

b) to abusing his twin daughters. 

2. He was sentenced 15 years for  

___________ ______________ of twin M. 

a) manslaughter 

b)  aggravated assault 

3. He was also sentenced 10 years for ______ 

_________________  of twin S. 

a) manslaughter 

b) aggravated assault 

4. The father will _____________________ 

to Algeria once he’s released on parole. 

a) likely travel home 

b) likely be deported 

5. The Judge said the father lost __________ 

_________________ - all by his own hand." 

a) his children, his marriage and his hope for a new life in Canada  

b) his wife, his kids and his happiness in Canada 

Discussion Question:  After hearing that one of the twins died because of her parent’s abuse, how 

did you feel?  Did the father receive a proper sentence? What do you think should happen to the 

twin who is still alive? 



© CBC 2014 Permission is granted reproduction of these pages for educational purposes only.  
For more information on copyright please see http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/ 

3 

News story #2 Funeral for the Mounties 

What do you remember from last week’s news story about the 3 Mounties in Moncton, New 

Brunswick? In this week’s story the Mounties are remembered and mourned.   

Before you listen to the second news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Use one of the vocabulary words below to complete the sentences. Answers are in the appendix. 

sorrowful  (adjective) very sad 

funeral  (noun) a ceremony after a person dies to celebrate his/her life 

packed (verb) full of people; crowded 

mourners (noun) people who are at the funeral and are sad about a person dying 

overwhelming (adjective) extreme; too difficult to cope with 

despair (noun) sadness 

doting (adjective) extremely loving 

outrage (noun) a violent act 

custody (noun) being guarded by police 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading:  

stepfather – a father by marriage; not the biological father 

1. The shooting of the three Mounties was a _________________ event.  

2. People are angry and call the murder an  _________________.   

3. People hope that the shooter will remain in police  _________________ until his trial. 

4. Most _________________ wear black when they go to a  _________________. 

5. When you feel ________________ it is good to talk with a friend or family member. 

6. Many people look for a _________________ boyfriend or girlfriend. 

7. During rush hour the bus was _________________. 

8. If you experience _________________ stress you need to reduce your work load. 

Now listen to the second news story from the audio file. 

Listening Activity: True/False 

Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Write your answer in the blanks. Answers 

are in the appendix. 

1. ____ The city of Moncton said goodbye to three Mounties killed last month. 

2. ____ Thousands of mourners went to a hockey arena for the funeral. 

3. ____ Douglas Larche’s brother said the loss has left him feeling overwhelming despair. 

4. ____ Fabrice Gevaudan was remembered as a doting husband and stepfather. 

5. ____ Dave Ross was working when he heard the gunman was walking through Moncton. 

6. ____Stephen Harper said the shootings were outstanding. 

Discussion Question:   What are some funeral traditions in your country?  How do you 

celebrate a person’s life after he/she has died? 
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News story #3 World Cup in Brazil 

Do you think governments should spend money to host major sporting events?  Why?  

This story is about the World Cup and how some people are protesting. 

Before you listen to the third news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help 

you to understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Match the words with their opposites.  Answers are in the appendix. 

Answer Word from the story Opposite words 

 1)   host a)    supporter 
       acceptor 

 2)   expected b)   person 
       city 

 3)  compete c)   unpredictable    
       surprising 

 4)  popular d)   wealthy 
       rich 

 5)   protesters e)   guest 
       visitor 

 6)   nation f)    unknown     
       disliked 

 7)   poor g)   give up 
      surrender 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 

clashed – to have a physical disagreement 

Now listen to the third news story from the audio file. 

Listening Activity: Short Answer 

Read and answer the questions below. Answers are in the appendix. Use vocabulary words in the 

questions 

1. What is Brazil’s big moment? 

2. When was the last time Brazil hosted the World Cup? 

3. How many people will probably be watching the World Cup? 

4. How many teams will compete? 

5. How long is the competition? 

6. What happened on the opening day of the tournament? 

7. Why are some people angry in Brazil? 

 

Discussion Question 

Do you agree with the protesters in Brazil?  Is it more important to help citizens than to 

successfully host a major event?  How does hosting the World Cup benefit a country? 
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Language Focus 

Pronunciation of the Simple Past 

We often use the simple past verb tense when we are reporting the news.  The simple past is used 

when the action occurred in the past, but is no longer occurring now.   

Verbs are grouped into regular and irregular verbs. 

To change regular verbs into the past tense we simply add ‘ed.’ 

There are three different ways to pronounce the ‘ed’ at the end of regular verbs in the past tense. 

Sometimes the ‘ed’ sounds like a D.   For example called sounds like cald 

Sometimes the ‘ed’ sounds like a T.   For example worked sounds like workt 

Sometimes the ‘ed’ sounds like Id   For example counted sounds like count-ted 

So how do you know the correct pronunciation?  Follow these simple rules: 

Words ending in the voiced sounds: b, g, l, m, n, r, v, w, y, z, and vowels sounds pronounce ‘ed’ as D 

Words ending in the voiceless sounds : sh, ch, x, f, p, k, s, f- pronounce ‘ed’ as T  

Words ending in t or d sounds  - another syllable is created and you pronounce the ‘ed’ as ID 

 

Can you hear the different pronunciations of words ending in ‘ed’?  Listen to the stories again and write 

down simple past tense verbs you hear in the correct column.  Practice pronouncing the words correctly. 

Try to add other common verbs to the lists.  Answers are in the appendix. 

Words ending in the sounds: b, 
g. l, m, n, r, v, w, y, z, and 
vowels sounds pronounce ‘ed’ 
as D 

Words ending in the sounds : sh, 
ch, x, f, p, k, s, f- pronounce ‘ed’ 
as T  

 

Words ending in t or d sounds  -  
pronounce the ‘ed’ as ID 
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Transcripts of Weekly news stories 

 JUNE 13TH WEEKLY NEWS STORIES  TIME 

Introduction Hi, this is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with CBC for June 

13th. 

0:00 

Story 1 
An Edmonton father has been sentenced to a lengthy prison term for 

allowing his twin daughters to be abused and starved. The 36 year old 

father was sentenced to 15 years for the manslaughter of his daughter 

M. ...and 10 years to be served at the same time for the aggravated 

assault of her twin S. He will likely be deported to Algeria once he's 

released on parole. The Judge noted the father has "lost his children, his 

marriage and his hope for a new life in Canada - all by his own hand." 

0:10 

Story 2 
The New Brunswick city of Moncton has bid a sorrowful goodbye to 

three Mounties killed in a shooting last week. A funeral was 

held Tuesday. The hockey arena was packed with thousands of 

mourners, including family members and fellow police officers. Daniel 

Larche, whose brother Douglas Larche was killed, says the loss has left 

him feeling overwhelming despair. Fabrice Gevaudan was remembered 

as a doting husband and stepfather. Mourners heard how Dave Ross was 

making dinner at home, but dropped everything to respond to a report 

of a gunman walking through Moncton. Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

said the shootings were "an outrage." A suspect is in custody. 

0:54 

Story 3 
Brazil's big moment has finally arrived. The South American nation is 

hosting its first World Cup of soccer in 64 years. Nearly half the world's 

population, well over three billion people, is expected to watch soccer's 

top event. 32 teams will compete for the next month to win the biggest 

prize in the world's most popular sport. On Thursday, the opening day of 

the tournament, protesters and Brazilian police clashed in Sao Paulo and 

Rio de Janeiro. Protesters are angry that billions have been spent on 

soccer stadiums, not on helping poor Brazilians. 

1:53 
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Answer keys 

News story 1 

Vocabulary 

Answer Word Definition 

g 1. sentence a) to suffer from lack of food 

i 2. parole b) an amount of time 

b 3. term c) probably 

e 4. abuse d) said; add extra information 

a 5. starve e) to hurt or cause pain physically or emotionally  

h 6. serve f) the unplanned killing of a person 

c 7. likely g) to give a punishment for a crime 

j 8. deported h) to do a punishment; to go through a sentence 

d 9. noted i) released from prison but still in contact with an officer 

f 10. manslaughter j) sent out of the country, back to one’s original country 

 

Listening 

1. A 36 year old Edmonton father has been 

sentenced _______________________. 

a) to a lengthy prison term. 

b) to abusing his twin daughters. 

2. He was sentenced 15 years for  ___________ 

______________ of twin M. 

a) manslaughter 

b)  aggravated assault 

3. He was also sentenced 10 years for ________ 

_____________  of twin S. 

a) manslaughter 

b) aggravated assault 

4. The father will _____________________ to 

Algeria once he’s released on parole. 

a) likely travel home 

b) likely be deported 

5. The Judge noted the father has "lost 

_____________________ and his hope for a new 

life in Canada - all by his own hand." 

a)  

b) his children, his marriage and his hope for a new 

life in Canada - 

 

News story 2 

Vocabulary 

1. The shooting of the three Mounties was a  sorrowful   event.  

2. People are angry and call the murder an    outrage  .   

3. People hope that the shooter will remain in police custody  until his trial. 

4. Most   mourners   wear black when they go to a    funeral  . 

5. When you feel   despair   it is good to talk with a friend or family member. 

6. Many people look for a  doting   boyfriend or girlfriend. 
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7. During rush hour the bus was  packed  . 

8. If you experience   overwhelming   stress you need to reduce your work load. 

Listening 

1. __F__ The city of Moncton said goodbye to three Mounties killed last month. 

2. __T__ Thousands of mourners went to a hockey arena for the funeral. 

3. __T__ Douglas Larche’s brother said the loss has left him feeling overwhelming despair. 

4. __T__ Fabrice Gevaudan was remembered as a doting husband and stepfather. 

5. __F__ Dave Ross was working when he heard the gunman was walking through Moncton. 

6. __F__Stephen Harper said the shootings were outstanding. 

 

News story 3 

Vocabulary 

Answer Word from the story Opposite words 

e 1)   host a)    supporter 
       acceptor 

c 2)   expected b)   person 
       city 

g 3)  compete c)   unpredictable    
       surprising 

f 4)  popular d)   wealthy 
       rich 

a 5)   protesters e)   guest 
       visitor 

b 6)   nation f)    unknown     
       disliked 

d 7)   poor g)   give up 
      surrender 

 

Listening 

1. What is Brazil’s big moment? Hosting the World Cup 

2. When was the last time Brazil hosted the World Cup? 1950 or 64 years ago 

3. How many people will probably be watching the World Cup? 3 billion or half the 

world’s population 

4. How many teams will compete? 32 teams 

5. How long is the competition? 1 month 

6. What happened on the opening day of the tournament? On Thursday protesters 

and Brazilian police clashed in Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. 
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7. Why are some people angry in Brazil? They believe the government should have 

helped poor Brazilians before spending billions on new soccer stadiums. 

 

Language focus 

Words ending in the sounds: b, 
g. l, m, n, r, v, w, y, z, and 
vowels sounds pronounce ‘ed’ 
as D 

Words ending in the sounds : sh, 
ch, x, f, p, k, s, f- pronounce ‘ed’ 
as T  

 

Words ending in t or d sounds  -  
pronounce the ‘ed’ as ID 

abused 
starved 
served 
 
killed 
remembered 
 
arrived 
 
 

sentenced 
released 
 
 
packed 
dropped 
 
clashed 

aggravated 
noted 
 
 
 
 
 
expected 

 

 


