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th
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Lessons prepared by Barbara Edmondson & Justine Light 

 

  

Objectives of the weekly newscast lesson 
 
‐ to develop listening skills at the CLB 4 level 

 
‐ to increase vocabulary among learners 

 
‐ to increase knowledge of news stories 
 
- to provide a self‐study tool, as well as, an ESL classroom 
resource 
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News story #1  RCMP Officers Killed  

What does RCMP stand for?  The RCMP uniform is a symbol of Canada, can you describe it?  This 

story is about three young Mounties (RCMP officers) who were killed in eastern Canada. 

Before you listen to the first news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Match the words with their definitions. Answers are in the appendix. 

Answer Word Definition 

 1. Mounties a) 12 am 

 2. wounded b) events from that past that you still remember 

 3. manhunt c) hurt; injured 

 4. midnight d) title of a peace / police officer 

 5. standstill e) a sad or terrible event 

 6. constable f) members of the RCMP 

 7. suspect g) nothing moves 

 8. memories h) caught and brought to jail 

 9. tragedy i) person believed to have committed a crime 

 10. arrested j) to search for someone thought to have committed a crime 

Now listen to the first news story from the audio file.  

Listening activity: Multiple Choice 

Choose the best answer to complete the sentences. Answers are in the appendix. 

1. _____________ have been killed in Moncton, New 

Brunswick. 

a) Two others 

b) Three Mounties 

2. Justin Bourque was caught after midnight on Friday 

morning, _____________________. 

a) after a thirteen hour manhunt. 

b) after a thirty hour manhunt. 

3. The manhunt _________________________ with 

buses stopped and buildings closed. 

a) brought Moncton to a standstill 

b) stopped Moncton from working 

4. Three constables: David Ross, Fabrice Gevaudan and 

Douglas Larche, ___________________________. 

a) were searching for the suspect on Friday. 

b) were killed Wednesday evening. 

5. These shootings _______________________ another 

RCMP tragedy near Mayerthorpe Alberta.  

a) brought back memories of 

b) were similar to 

6. Nine years ago in Mayerthorpe ________________ 

_____________were shot and killed. 

a) a few young peace officers 

b) four young RCMP constables 

 

Discussion Question 

Being an RCMP officer can be a rewarding, but dangerous job. Make a list of jobs that can be 

dangerous and explain why they are dangerous.  Explain if you would think of doing any of them.
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News story #2           Suicide Bomber from Calgary 

What is a suicide bomber?  Why do you think some people become suicide bombers?  This story is 

about a suicide bomber in the Middle East who came from Calgary. 

Before you listen to the second news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Choose the group of synonyms (words with similar meaning) that best match each of the 
vocabulary words.  Answers are in the appendix. 

Answer Word from the story Related words 

 1)   suicide a)   previous 
       former 

 2)   attend b)  assortment 
      many different 

 3)   variety c)   radical 
      revolutionary 

 4)   energy d)   self-destruction 
       kill oneself 

 5)   extremist e)   power 
       electricity 

 6)   last f)    join 
       belong to 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 

wage jihad – Jihad is an Islamic term to mean “struggle in the way of God”, this could be both an 

internal or external struggle.  To wage jihad refers to the external struggle against those who are 

not Muslim in order to protect the Muslim faith. 

Now listen to the second news story from the audio file. 

Listening Activity: True/False 

Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Write your answer in the blanks. Answers 

are in the appendix. 

1. ____ Salman Ashrafi was from Alberta. 

2. ____ Ashrafi is believed to have died as a suicide bomber in Iran. 

3. ____ Ashrafi went to the University of Calgary. 

4. ____ Ashrafi killed 46 people in November, 2013. 

5. ____ Up to 20 people from Calgary have left the city to wage jihad in the last decade. 

6. ____ At least five of these people lived in the same building downtown Calgary. 

 

Discussion Question 

Suicide bombers are trying to send a message and make a change in the world.  What are some 

safe and effective ways to send a message, express your opinion, or make a change? 
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News story #3 The Anniversary of the Tiananmen Square Protests 

Where is Tiananmen Square?  Do you know what happened there in 1989?  This story is about the 

25th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square protests. 

Before you listen to the third news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help 

you to understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Use one of the vocabulary words below to complete the sentences. Answers are in the appendix. 

crackdown          (noun) to strongly enforce the laws or rules 

prevent               (verb) to stop from happening 

attempt               (noun) a try 

commemorate   (verb) to remember 

recent                  (adjective) not long ago 

tanks                    (noun) a huge army vehicle with a cannon and machine guns 

onlookers            (noun) observers 

casualties            (noun) people who died in an event 

seek                      (verb) look for 

chaos                    (noun) a state of disorganization and confusion  

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading:  

chapter in history –  a comparison of history to a book, each or time block being a chapter. 

unarmed – not having a weapon 

protest – to publicly show disapproval or opposition to something 
 

1. Twenty five years ago the Chinese government wanted to ________________ on people 

who were protesting the government.  The government used _________________ to shoot 

at the protesters and _________________.  The communist government wanted to  

_________________ the spread of democratic ideas.   

2. Some people in China ________________ to learn more about the Tiananmen Square 

uprising but the government does not allow people to talk about the event. 

3. All leaders fear _________________ because it is difficult to regain control. 

4. No one knows yet how many _________________ there were because they are still 

counting the victims of the accident. 

5. On the anniversary of an important event we try to do something to _________________ 

the event. 

6. People who ________________ information can use the internet or the library. 

7. What do you think was the most important invention in _________________ history? 

 

Now listen to the third news story from the audio file. 
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Listening Activity: Organizing the story on a time line 

The story talks about events in the past, events that happened last week and events that are 

generally, or always true.  Can you organize these ideas into the chart below? 

 Heavy security in central Beijing 

 Bloody military crackdown of pro-democracy protests in Tiananmen Square 

 Government tries to prevent any public commemoration 

 One of the darkest chapters in recent Chinese history 

 China does not allow any discussion of the events of June 3-4, 1989 

 Soldiers and tanks killed hundreds of unarmed protesters and onlookers 

 The government has never given an explanation of the events 

 The number of casualties is unknown 

 Beijing says the student protesters were trying to cause chaos in China 

 Protest leaders were seeking greater democracy and freedom 

 

June 3-4,   1989 June 3-4,   2014 Generally true statements 
   

 

 

 

Re-tell the news story: Can you re-tell the story you have just heard in your own words. 

Try it out with your partner.  
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Language Focus 

Identifying Adjectives 

Adjectives are words that describe or give more information about nouns and pronouns.  We use 

adjective to enhance ideas or help us describe something clearly.  An adjective usually comes 

before a noun that it modifies. 

Adjectives tell us the number, opinion, a physical description, the origin, the material, and purpose 

of nouns.  Adjectives are not necessary for a sentence to make sense, but they help our 

reader/listener better understand what we are describing. 

Look at some examples from the stories this week: 

 

 “There was heavy security in central Beijing Wednesday on the 25th anniversary of the  

bloody military crackdown of pro-democracy protests in Tiananmen Square.” 

Without adjectives: There was security in Beijing on the anniversary of the crackdown of protests in 

Tiananmen Square. 

 “The government wanted to prevent any attempts to publicly commemorate one of the  

darkest chapters in recent Chinese history”. 

Without adjectives: The government wanted to prevent attempts to commemorate one of the 

chapters in history. 

Notice that some nouns have more than one adjective to describe them.  When we use more than 

one adjective the adjectives must appear in a certain order: 

Determiner Opinion Size Shape Age  Color Origin Material Qualifier/ 
purpose 

Noun 

the interesting     CBC  news story 

several  small   gold Chinese silk  dresses 

one beautiful   old  Korean wood tea table 

 

Look through the stories this week and see how many adjectives you can find.  Highlight the 

adjectives and underline nouns or pronouns they describe.  Some answers are in the appendix. 

Next use the chart above to write descriptive sentences about things in your life.  Try to use two, 

three, four or more adjectives and make sure they are in the correct order. 
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Transcripts of Weekly news stories 

 JUNE 6TH WEEKLY NEWS STORIES  TIME 

Introduction Hi, this is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with CBC for June 

6th. 

0:00 

Story 1 
Three Mounties have been killed in Moncton, New Brunswick and two 

others were wounded. And after a 30-hour manhunt, the suspect was 

arrested. 24-year-old Justin Bourque was caught just after midnight 

Friday morning. The manhunt had brought Moncton to a standstill, with 

buses pulled off the roads, and government buildings and schools closed. 

Constables David Ross, Fabrice Gevaudan and Douglas Larche were killed 

Wednesday evening. The shootings in Moncton brought back memories 

of another RCMP tragedy near Mayerthorpe, northwest of Edmonton. 

Nine years ago four young RCMP constables were shot and killed there. 

0:11 

Story 2 
CBC News has learned that a man from Calgary is believed to have died 

as a suicide bomber in Iraq. His name was Salman Ashrafi and he 

attended the University of Lethbridge.  He also held jobs with a variety of 

energy companies. Ashrafi killed about 46 people in Iraq last November. 

Ashrafi is not the first person from Calgary to fight with extremist groups. 

He may be one of up to 20 Calgarians who have left the city to wage 

jihad in the last year or two. At least 5 of them lived in the same building 

in downtown Calgary. 

1:09 

Story 3 
There was heavy security in central Beijing Wednesday on the 25th 

anniversary of the bloody military crackdown of pro-democracy protests 

in Tiananmen Square. The government wanted to prevent any attempts 

to publicly commemorate one of the darkest chapters in recent Chinese 

history.  China allows no public discussion of the events of June 3-4, 

1989, when soldiers and tanks killed hundreds of unarmed protesters 

and onlookers. The government has never given an explanation of the 

crackdown or the number of casualties.  Beijing's official description of 

the events is that the student-led protests were trying to cause chaos in 

China. Protest leaders said they were seeking greater democracy and 

freedom. 

2:00 
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Answer keys 

News story 1 

Vocabulary 

Answer Word Definition 

f 1. Mounties a) 12 am 

c 2. wounded b) events from that past that you still remember 

j 3. manhunt c) hurt; injured 

a 4. midnight d) title of a peace / police officer 

g 5. standstill e) a sad or terrible event 

d 6. constable f) members of the RCMP 

i 7. suspect g) nothing moves 

b 8. memories h) caught and brought to jail 

e 9. tragedy i) person believed to have committed a crime 

h 10. arrested j) to search for someone thought to have committed a crime 

 

Listening 

1. _____________ have been killed in Moncton, New 

Brunswick. 

a) Two others 

b) Three Mounties 

2. Justin Bourque was caught after midnight on Friday 

morning, _____________________. 

a) after a thirteen hour manhunt. 

b) after a thirty hour manhunt. 

3. The manhunt _________________________ with 

buses stopped and buildings closed. 

a) brought Moncton to a standstill 

b) stopped Moncton from working 

4. Three constables David Ross, Fabrice Gevaudan and 

Douglas Larche ___________________________. 

a) were searching for the suspect on Friday. 

b) were killed Wednesday evening. 

5. These shootings _______________________ another 

RCMP tragedy near Mayerthorpe Alberta.  

a) brought back memories of 

b) were similar to 

6. Nine years ago In Mayerthorpe ________________ 

_____________were shot and killed. 

a) a few young peace officers 

b) four young RCMP constables 

 

News story 2 

Vocabulary 

Answer Word from the story Related words 

d 1)   suicide a)   previous 
       former 

f 2)   attend b)  assortment 
      many different 
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b 3)   variety c)   radical 
      revolutionary 

e 4)   energy d)   self-destruction 
       kill oneself 

c 5)   extremist e)   power 
       electricity 

a 6)   last f)    join 
       belong to 

 

Listening 

1. __T__ Salman Ashrafi was from Alberta. 

2. __F__ Ashrafi is believed to have died as a suicide bomber in Iran. 

3. __F__ Ashrafi went to the University of Calgary. 

4. __T__ Ashrafi killed 46 people November 2013. 

5. _  F__ Up to 20 people from Calgary have left the city to wage jihad in the last decade. 

6. __T__ At least five of these people lived in the same building downtown Calgary. 

 

News story 3 

Vocabulary 

1. Twenty five years ago the Chinese government wanted to _  crackdown   on people 

protesting the government.  The government used   tanks   to shoot at the protesters and  

onlookers  .  The communist government wanted to    prevent   the spread of democratic 

ideas.   

2. Some people in China   attempted   to learn more about the Tiananmen Square uprising but 

the government does not allow people to talk about the event. 

3. All leaders fear   chaos   because it is difficult to regain control. 

4. No one knows yet how many   casualties   there were because they are still counting the 

victims of the accident. 

5. On the anniversary of an important event we try to do something to   commemorate   the 

event. 

6. People who   seek   information can use the internet or the library. 

7. What do you think was the most important invention in   recent   history? 
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Listening 

June 3-4   1989 June 3-4   2014 Generally true statements 
Bloody military crackdown of 
pro-democracy protests in 
Tiananmen Square 
 

Soldiers and tanks killed 
hundreds of unarmed 
protesters and onlookers 

 

Protest leaders were 
seeking greater democracy 
and freedom 
 
 
 
 
 

Heavy security in central 
Beijing 

 
Government tries to prevent 
any public commemoration 

One of the darkest chapters 
in recent Chinese history 

 

China does not allow any 
discussion of the events of 
June 3-4, 1989 
 

The government has never 
given an explanation of the 
events 

 

The number of casualties is 
unknown 

 

Beijing says the student 
protesters were trying to 
cause chaos in China 

 

Language Focus 

Examples from the third story 

China allows no public discussion of the events of June 3-4, 1989, when soldiers and tanks killed 

hundreds of unarmed protesters and onlookers. 

Beijing's official description of the events is that the student-led protests were trying to cause chaos 

in China.  

Protest leaders said they were seeking greater democracy and freedom. 

Examples of personal sentences 

The difficult, long, English assignment took me many boring hours to finish. 

The gorgeous sunny weather on Sunday was perfect for gardening. 


