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 Learning English with CBC 

Edmonton 

Weekly newscast 

June 1st 2012 
Lessons prepared by Jennifer Foote & Justine Light 

 

 

  

Objectives of the weekly newscast lesson 
 
‐ to develop listening skills at the CLB 4 level 

 
‐ to increase vocabulary among learners 

 
‐ to increase knowledge of news stories 
 
- to provide a self‐study tool, as well as, an ESL classroom 
resource 

 
 

 

www.alberta.ca www.cbc.ca/edmonton/eal/ 
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News story #1 

Before you listen to the first news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Use one of the vocabulary words below to complete the sentences. Answers are in the appendix 

 

1. We have _____________ our vacation photos on Facebook. 

2. The College is ________________ a number of things stolen from lockers.  

3. If you have a problem with your neighbour’s dog barking, you should go to the 

_________________.  

4. The ____________ of the car accident took a long time to clean up. 

5. I used to live on a busy road and the police often ____________ speeding tickets there. 

6. My brother is an _______________ in local theatre productions. 

7. The stories of some crimes become ______________ for many years. 

8. Police are looking into a  ________________ of theft at our school. 

Extra definitions to help you understand the reading: 

porn: movies, pictures, etc., that show or describe naked people or sex in a very open way 

arrest warrant: a document issued by a court that gives the police the power to take a 

person into custody  

Listening activity: Multiple choice -Choose the best answer to complete the sentences. 
Answers are in the appendix. 

1. Body parts were found in 
_____________________________ 

a) Montreal and Toronto. 
b) Montreal and Ottawa. 

 2. Montreal police have  __________ 
 

a) arrested Luka Magnotta. 
b) issued a warrant for Luka Magnotta. 

3. A video of the murder was _____________ a) posted on an Edmonton website. 
b) mailed to an Edmonton website.  

4. Luka Magnotta______________________. a) has never been seen on the internet before this case.  
b) has posted videos of himself before. 

5. Luka Magnotta is ____________________ a) rumoured to be in contact with another serial killer. 
b) in contact with another serial killer. 

Discussion Question 

 

Do you think the government should try to control videos posted on the Internet? 

 

 

actor  authorities  case  issued  investigating 
 
scene  posted   notorious 
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News story #2 

Before you listen to the second news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will 

help you to understand the listening more easily. 

 

Vocabulary 

Match the words with their definitions. Answers are in the appendix. 

 

Answer Word Definition 

g 1. identified a) when something surprising (and often bad) happens 

 2. shot b) describes something you do that hurts yourself. 

 3. wounded c) very strange 

 4. personable d) hit by a bullet from a gun 

 5. recovering e) getting better from an illness or injury 

 6. bizarre f) injured  

 7. incident g) shown to be the person who did something  

 8. acreage h) a piece of land owned outside of a city 

 9. tracked i) followed 

 10. self-inflicted j) friendly  

 

Now listen to the second news story from the audio file. 

Listening Activity: True/False 

Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Write your answer in the blanks. Answers 

are in the appendix. 

 

Listening 

1. _____ Dustin Goddu killed Krista Dryden. 

2. _____ Goddu was known for being an angry man. 

3. _____ Goddu worked as a piano teacher. 

4. _____ Goddu killed himself.  

5. _____ The police shot Goddu. 

6. _____ The stand off lasted 8 hours.  

 

 

Discussion Question 

Do you think there is more violence in cities or towns? Why? 
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News story #3 

Before you listen to the third news story, complete this vocabulary activity. It will help you to 

understand the listening more easily. 

Vocabulary 

Read the definitions below, and then put the sentences in the correct order. Answers are in the 

appendix. 

Words and Definitions 
disabled: unable to do some activities because of a an illness or other physical or mental 

difficulty 

parcel: a box that is mailed or delivered to someone 

bomb: something that is created to explode and cause damage 

charged: when the police say someone is likely guilty of a crime.  

advisor: a person who gives you advice about your work or life 

  

1. disabled have been I was I since three.  

I have been disabled since I was three..  

  

2. from Who parcel is this? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. bomb There building be a might in the! 

_____________________________________________________________ 

4. was I theft with charged.  

_____________________________________________________________ 

5. I ask advisor my will to do what.  

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Now listen to the third news story from the audio file.  

Listening Activity: Short Answer 

Read and answer the questions below. Answers are in the appendix. 

1. Where was Victoria from?  

2. How was she killed?  

3. How old was Victoria? 

4. Who is charged with murder? 

5. What job did Malley have? 

6. How does the family feel about the arrest?  

 

Discussion Question 

Do you think the post office should do more to keep the mail safe? Why, or why not? 
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Transcripts of Weekly news stories 

 JUNE 1ST WEEKLY NEWS  TIME 

Introduction Hi, this is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with CBC news for 
June 1st. 

0:00 

Story 1 An international search has begun for a porn actor wanted in a horrible 
case of body parts found in Montreal and Ottawa. Montreal police have 
issued an arrest warrant for Luka Rocco Magnotta, and he has also been 
added to Interpol's wanted persons list. Authorities are investigating the 
possibility that Magnotta killed a man in his apartment, cut up the body 
and sent the parts to the offices of political parties in Ottawa.  

A video believed to show the murder scene was posted on an Edmonton-
based website. Online searches for Luka Magnotta turn up many sites 
where it is alleged he killed kittens and posted video of those killings 
online. Magnotta was also the subject of internet rumours about 
connections to notorious serial killer Karla Homolka. 

0:10 

Story 2 Dustin Goddu has been identified as the man who shot and wounded a 
woman in Stettler, Central Alberta before turning the gun on himself. 
Goddu is being remembered as a personable, caring individual. He had 
recently gotten engaged and was a father of two. Goddu worked as a 
funeral director in Red Deer. Co-worker Christine Marchinko says Goddu 
got along well with everyone he worked with.  
 
Krista Dryden, the woman who was shot, is recovering from a bullet 
wound to her shoulder.  The bizarre incident began Monday morning 
when she began to walk home toward her acreage after dropping off her 
garden tractor for repairs. A stranger in a vehicle pulled up to her as she 
walked along the highway and shot her, then drove away very fast. RCMP 
tracked the man's vehicle to an area between the communities of 
Coronation and Castor.  After an eight-hour standoff, officers found 
Goddu dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

1:08 

Story 3 The family of a disabled central Alberta woman who was killed by a 
parcel bomb is relieved that someone has been arrested.   Twenty-tree-
year-old Victoria Shachtay died last November when a package sent to 
her home in Innisfail exploded. Fifty-five-year-old Brian Malley is charged 
with first-degree murder in Shachtay's death. Malley was Shactay's 
financial adviser and is also a former Edmonton police officer. The 
victim's father, Victor Shachtay, says the arrest is a huge relief for the 
family. 

1:54 

 

 



© CBC 2012 Permission is granted reproduction of these pages for educational purposes only.  
For more information on copyright please see http://www.cbc.ca/permissions/ 

 

6 

 

News story 1 

Vocabulary 

1. We have posted our vacation photos on Facebook. 

2. The College is investigating a number of things stolen from lockers.  

3. If you have a problem with your neighbour’s dog barking, you should go to the authorities.  

4. The scene of the car accident took a long time to clean up. 

5. I used to live on a busy road and the police often issued speeding tickets there. 

6. My brother is an actor in local theatre productions. 

7. The stories of some crimes become notorious for many years. 

8. Police are looking into a case of theft at our school. 

 

 

1. Body parts were found in 
_____________________________ 

a) Montreal and Toronto. 
b) Montreal and Ottawa. 

 2. Montreal police have  __________ 
 

a) arrested Luka Magnotta. 
b) issued a warrant for Luka Magnotta. 

3. A video of the murder was _____________ a) posted on an Edmonton website. 
b) mailed to an Edmonton office.  

4. Luka Magnotta______________________. a) has never been seen on the internet before this case.  
b) has posted videos of himself before. 

5. Luka Magnotta is ____________________ a) rumoured to be in contact with another serial killer. 
b) in contact with another serial killer. 

 

News story 2 

 

Vocabulary 

Answer Word Definition 

g 1. identified a) when something surprising (and often bad) happens 

d 2. shot b) describes something you do that hurts yourself. 

f 3. wounded c) very strange 

j 4. personable d) hit by a bullet from a gun 

i 5. recovering e) followed  

c 6. bizarre f) injured  

a 7. incident g) shown to be the person who did something  

h 8. acreage h) a piece of land owned outside of a city 

e 9. tracked i) getting better from an illness or injury 

b 10. self-inflicted j) friendly  
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Listening 

7. False Dustin Goddu killed Krista Dryden. 

8. False Goddu was known for being an angry man. 

9. False Goddu worked as a piano teacher. 

10. True  Goddu killed himself.  

11. False The police shot Goddu. 

12. True The stand off lasted 8 hours.  

 

News story 3 

 

Vocabulary 

1. I have been disabled since I was three.  

2. Who is this parcel from? 

3. There might be a bomb in the building! 

4. I was charged with theft.  

5. I will ask my advisor what to do.  

 

Listening 

1. Where was Victoria from?  Central Alberta 

2. How was she killed? A parcel bomb. 

3. How old was Victoria? Twenty-three. 

4. Who is charged with murder? Brian Malley 

5. What job did Malley used to have? Edmonton police officer (and financial 

advisor) 

6. How does the family feel about the arrest? They are relieved.  

 


