
 
 

EDMONTON 
Weekly Newscasts Lesson Plan 
December 14, 2015 
 

Newscasts are current news stories read at a slower pace than you might hear on the radio. These are 
prepared by CBC news editor Don Bell.  
 

Objectives:  
● To develop listening skills 
● To increase vocabulary 
● To increase awareness of grammatical structures and functional language 
● To increase knowledge of current events 
● To provide a user-friendly, self-study tool for learners, as well as an ESL classroom resource for 

instructors 
 

Contents: 
Three news stories are featured in each weekly lesson plan. Each lesson contains vocabulary and 
listening comprehension activities. At the end of each lesson, you will find a complete transcript and an 
answer key. This lesson plan is aimed towards learners at an intermediate language level (i.e. Canadian 
Language Benchmarks 4-5 or equivalent). 
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NEWSCAST 1: TOO EARLY TO LINK SUICIDE NUMBERS TO ALBERTA’S BAD ECONOMY, EXPERT 
SAYS 

 
Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/too-early-to-link-suicide-numbers-to-alberta-s-bad-economy-expert-says-1.3355786 

 

WARM UP 
The poster pictured above was put out by the Canadian Mental Health Association as part of 
its Stop the Stigma campaign. Stigma means shame, disgrace, or dishonour. 
Do you think that mental illness is seen as shameful? 
 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Look at the following words that you will hear in Newscast 1, and write words 
that mean the same thing as the words you understand: 
 

WORD SYNONYM WORD SYNONYM 

rate  related  

mass  downturn  

layoffs  division  

sector  typically  

official  recession  
 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Study the same words and their meanings in the table below until you are 
confident that you understand the words: 
 

WORD DEFINITION 

rate a measure, quantity, or frequency 

mass a large number of people 

layoffs to end someone’s employment because there is not enough work  

sector part of the economy with the same kind of companies 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/too-early-to-link-suicide-numbers-to-alberta-s-bad-economy-expert-says-1.3355786
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WORD DEFINITION 

official representative of an organization or government department 

related connected logically  

downturn a decline in the economy 

division part of an organization 

typically in the usual way; common, regular, expected 

recession a period of temporary economic decline 
 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 3 
Instructions: Without looking at the table above again, go back to Vocabulary Activity 1 and 
add or change synonyms for words you might have missed or misunderstood.  
 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 1 for overall comprehension. Use the following questions to 
help you: 
 

1. What has increased in Alberta? 
 

2. How much has the suicide rate increased?  
 

3. What might be causing the rise in the suicide rate? 
 

4. What is the new unemployment rate?  
 

5. Does the Canadian Mental Health Association say there is enough information to link 
the suicide rate to the economy?  
 

6. How long does it usually take for the suicide rate to go up in a recession? 
  

(See answer key) 
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
 

Instructions: Listen to Newscast 1 again, and fill in the blanks with the words that you hear. 
 

The suicide __________ in Alberta increased by 30 percent this year. There are fears it may be 
because of _______ layoffs in the energy _________ that have contributed to a rise in the 
province’s unemployment rate from 4.7 per cent to 5.7 per cent during the first six months of 
2015. 
 

However, an _________ with the Canadian Mental Health Association says it’s too early to say 
whether the increase in the number of suicides in Alberta is directly _________ to job losses 
and a ____________ in the economy. 
 

Dave Grauwiler, with the Mental Health Association’s Alberta division, says “ __________ it 
takes a couple of years in a ___________ for those numbers to go up.”  
 

Grauwiler adds that Alberta ___________ has a higher suicide _______ than other provinces. 
 

(See answer key) 
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NEWSCAST 2: FIRST PHASE OF PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO MISSING AND MURDERED INDIGENOUS 
WOMEN 

  
Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/missing-murdered-inquiry-1.3355492  
 

Newscast 2 is about an inquiry into missing and murdered aboriginal women in Canada. You 
will hear from political people or groups that are explained in the table below. 
 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Read the explanations for the organizations and positions you will hear from in 
Newscast 2: 
  

RCMP, also known 
as Mounties 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police is a national police force. The RCMP provides 
law enforcement at a federal level, and also to the three territories and eight of 
Canada’s provinces (not Ontario or Quebec). It is also the police force in almost 
200 municipalities and aboriginal communities, as well as three international 
airports. 

Justice Minister of 
Canada 

The position of Minister of Justice was created in 1867. The Minister of Justice is 
responsible for the Department of Justice and is also Attorney General of Canada. 
This position is usually held by someone with a law degree. The Minister of Justice 
is appointed by the Prime Minister. 
Eight Ministers of Justice have also been Prime Minister.   

Prime Minister of 
Canada (PM) 

The position of Prime Minister of Canada was created in 1867. The Prime Minister 
of Canada is the head of government for Canada. Unlike the American President, 
the PM is not elected separately, but is the head of the party that has the most 
members elected. The PM is chosen at a National Party Leadership Convention. 
The PM is responsible for advising Queen Elizabeth II, who is the head of state. 
Twenty-two men and one woman have been Prime Minister of Canada. 

National Chief of the 
Assembly of First 
Nations 

The Assembly of First Nations (AFN) is modelled on the United Nations General 
Assembly of First Nations. Since the early 1980s, AFN has tried to care for First 
Nations health, education, culture and language. The National Chief is elected at a 
National Leadership Convention. 

Adapted from: Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. Wikimedia Foundation, Inc.  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/missing-murdered-inquiry-1.3355492
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VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 2 
 

Instructions: Summarize what you understand about the political bodies you have just read 
about using two sentences or fewer in the space provided below: 
 

RCMP  

Justice Minister of Canada 
 

 

Prime Minister of Canada 
 

 

National Chief of the Assembly 
of First Nations 

 

 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 3 
 

Instructions: Study the words from Newscast 2 and their synonyms in the table below. Circle 
the synonyms that you understand.  
 

WORD SYNONYMS WORD SYNONYMS 

phase stage/part designed planned/created 

inquiry investigation/study accomplish do/achieve 

indigenous aboriginal/native touched affected/upset 

consult check with/ask tragedy misfortune/heartbreak 

input say/contribution/response confident sure/certain/convinced 
  
LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 2 for overall comprehension.   
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 2 again. Put a checkmark in the box next to the information 
given by each person or group. An example is done for you. 

Justice 
Minister 

RCMP Prime 
Minister 

AFN 
Chief 

 

    The government will consult the families of victims. 

    Trudeau is listening.  

    Canada can and must do better. 

    Those touched by the tragedy have waited long enough. 

    There are nearly 1200 missing and murdered women. 

(See answer key) 
 
SPEAKING ACTIVITY 1 
Summarize what you’ve heard. If you are in a class, work with a partner. Take turns to 
summarize the newscast. If you are doing this lesson independently, record yourself 
summarizing the story and play it back.  
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NEWSCAST 3: DONALD TRUMP SHRUGS OFF WIDESPREAD OUTRAGE OVER PROPOSED 
MUSLIM BAN 

 
Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/trump-defends-muslim-ban-proposal-1.3355433 

WARM UP 
What do you know about Donald Trump? Are you following the American presidential 
campaigns? 
 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
 

Newscast 3 has a number of political and cultural terms. Look at the terms and their 
definitions in the box below to help you to better understand the newscast. 
 

TERM DEFINITION 

presidential relating to a president or presidency 

candidate a person who is trying to be elected 

Prime Minister the head of an elected government 

House 
Speaker 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, who is in charge of the 
United States Congress, is elected by the majority party. 

party an organised group of people that tries to get candidates elected 

campaign series of activities planned to result in an election victory 

reality TV star someone in a television program who is not a professional actor  

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/trump-defends-muslim-ban-proposal-1.3355433
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VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 2 

Instructions: Study the words from Newscast 3 and their synonyms or meanings in the table below: 
 

WORDS SYNONYMS or MEANINGS 

condemnation blame/attack/disapproval 

advocating supporting/in favour of 

shutdown end/stop/halt 

blasted/ slammed criticized/attacked/disapproved of 

bigoted prejudiced/biased/narrow-minded 

unconstitutional illegal/against the law 

potentially possibly/maybe 

abroad overseas/out of the country 

divisive Troublesome/disruptive 

proposed planned/suggested 

stands for advocates/supports/approves of 

inflammatory provocative/insulting/annoying 

dating back for a length of time or since an exact time 

smuggler sneak in (goods) secretly, against the law 

despite even with/in spite of/no matter 

former past/ex/previous 

controversies arguments/disagreements/disputes 
 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 3 
 

Instructions: Complete the following sentences with words from the left side of the table 
above. Do not use the same word more than once. Underline the word or words in the 
sentence that help you to choose the correct answer. 
 

1. The newspaper blamed him for the accident. He had to face public ________________. 
 

2. They visited their previous hometown last week. They really miss their ________ 
village. 

 

3. He is very narrow-minded. Many consider him to be __________. 
 

4. She is very clear about what she supports.  It is easy to see what she ________ _____. 
 

5. They had to stop because the road was ____________. 
 

6. He has supported the project for a long time. He had been an ___________ for years. 
 

7. Their idea was criticized by everyone.  They felt that their opinion was being ________. 
 

8. Everything she said was very insulting. The crowd found her talk to be _____________. 
 

9. It is possible the project will be done in the spring. ____________ it may be ready by 
April. 

 

10. She visits another country every year. She enjoys travelling ____________.   
 

(See answer key) 
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LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
 

Instructions: Listen to Newscast 3 for overall comprehension.   
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
 

Instructions: Listen to Newscast 3 again. Put a checkmark in the box next to what is said by 
each person. An example is done for you. 

TRUMP RYAN  CAMERON  

   There should be a “total and complete shutdown of Muslims 
entering the United States.” 

   The idea is “divisive, unhelpful, and quite simply wrong.” 
 

   The idea is not what his party stands for, and it’s not what the 
country stands for. 

   Mexican immigrants, who entered the country illegally, are 
drug smugglers and rapists. 

 
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 3 
 

Instructions: Listen to Newscast 3 again, and fill in the blanks with the words that you hear. 
 

Republican presidential __________ Donald Trump’s call to block Muslims from entering the 
United States is being met with _______________ from across the U.S. and around the globe. 
 

Trump’s statement ___________ a “total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the 
United States” was ________ as bigoted,  ______________ and  ____________ dangerous for 
American interests  __________. 
 

British Prime Minister David Cameron ___________ it as “ _________, unhelpful, and quite 
simply wrong.” 
 

Republican House Speaker Paul Ryan told reporters that what Trump proposed is not what his 
_________ stands for, and it’s not what the country _________ ______. 
 

Trump’s ___________ has been marked by a pattern of _____________ statements,  
_________ back to statements made that some Mexican immigrants, who entered the country 
illegally, are drug ____________ and rapists. 
 

The billionaire businessman and former ____________ television star has been doing well in 
opinion surveys despite these ______________. 

(See answer key) 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Do you think that American politics are important to Canada? Do you 
think the election of Donald Trump would negatively affect the rest of the world? What effect 
would his election have on your life in Canada? 
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LANGUAGE FOCUS: COMPOUND SENTENCES 
 

Being able to make simple, correct sentences is the basis of communicating in English. However, 
only speaking (or writing) with a series of simple sentences prevents your conversation from flowing, 
and does not tell your audience how your ideas are logically connected. Therefore, it is important to 
learn to combine, or connect simple sentences to make compound and complex sentences. This 
lesson will look at compound sentences. 
 

Always start with a sentence. 
The basic structure of an English sentence is: 

SUBJECT+VERB: She dances. 
SUBJECT+VERB+OBJECT: She dances the tango. 
SUBJECT+VERB+INDIRECT OBJECT: She dances with her husband. 
SUBJECT+VERB+SUBJECTIVE COMPLETION: She is a dancer. 

 

Qualifiers (such as adjectives and adverbs) and quantifiers (numbers) are added to this 
structure, and every singular countable noun requires a possessive (John’s, her), a quantifier, 
or an article (a, an, the), so we are already building on the basic structure to make the ideas 
more clear. 
 

A sentence is a complete thought. 
That means if you finish your sentence, stop talking, and walk away, your listener is not 
waiting for the rest of the idea. 
 

For example: 
I am hungry. is a complete idea. 
Because I am hungry,… needs more information. 
, but I am hungry…. is missing the first part of the needed information. 

 

When we are answering a question, or commenting on what another person has said, we do 
not always speak in complete thoughts because the other person has provided the rest of the 
idea. For example: 
 

     If your friend says You might reply 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why are you 

eating so 

quickly? 

 

Because I 

am hungry 

  

We have to 

leave the 

restaurant now! 

But I’m 

still 

hungry 
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Compound sentences are made by joining two simple sentences. 
This is done by using coordinating conjunctions—easily remembered as FANBOYS. 
 

FOR AND NOR BUT OR YET SO 
 

AND, BUT, OR, and SO are the most commonly used coordinating conjunctions. 
 

The following table shows the functions and synonyms for the FANBOYS: 
CONJUNCTION FUNCTION JOINS SYNONYMS 

for* reason joins an idea with  the 
reason for the idea 

because 
since 
as 

and addition joins two similar ideas 
together 

additionally 
furthermore 
moreover 

nor* no choice joins two negative 
alternatives 

not any 
not either 
not one 

but contradiction joins two contrasting 
ideas 

however 
though 
conversely 

or choice joins two alternative 
ideas 

alternatively 
otherwise 
on the other hand 

yet* emphasise 
contradiction 

joins two contrasting 
ideas to emphasise the 
contrast 

nevertheless 
nonetheless 
still 

so result shows that the second 
idea is the result of the 
first 

therefore  
consequently 
subsequently 

*FOR is most often used as a preposition. YET is most often used as an adverb. NOR is rarely used. 
 

LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Using the information in the table above, choose the best coordinating 
conjunction to complete the following sentences: 
 

He is a chef, ______ he owns a restaurant.  
 

He is a chef, ______ he never cooks at home.  
 

We could cook dinner, ______ we could order a pizza.  
 

She is a chef, _______ she is a very good cook.  
 

He never cooks for his family, ______ does he cook for his friends. 
 

She is a chef, ______ she hates to cook. 
 

She had to become a chef, _______ she got funding to study in culinary school. 
(See answer key) 
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Coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS) must be balanced. Whatever is on one side must also be 
on the other side. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you have the same structure in two sentences you want to join, you can join the two full 
sentences, or you can join the two ideas, leaving out the repeated words, if you have the same 
part of speech on both sides of the FANBOYS. 
 
For example: 
 

She is kind. She is intelligent. Kind and intelligent are both adjectives 
a) She is kind, and she is intelligent. 
b) She is kind and intelligent. 

 

He works carefully. He works quickly. Carefully and quickly are both adverbs. 
a) He works carefully, and he works quickly. 
b) He works carefully and quickly. 

 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Make one sentence for each pair of sentences below by joining the ideas like the 
b) examples above:  
 

1. He was hungry. He was thirsty. 
 

 

2. He ate quickly. He drank quickly.  
 

 

3. She drew beautifully. She drew quietly. 
 
 

4. Her drawings were popular. Her drawings were expensive. 
 
 

(See answer key) 

Clause 

Adjective 

Adverb 

Gerund 

Infinitive 

Clause 

Adjective 

Adverb 

Gerund 

Infinitive 
 



11 
 

FANBOYS are special in written English because they are the only words with which two 
sentences can be joined using a comma. 
 
For example:  

John ate quickly, for he was hungry. Use a comma. 
John ate quickly because he was hungry. Do not use a comma. 
John ate quickly since he was hungry. Do not use a comma. 

 (This will be important when studying complex sentences.)  
 
FANBOYS are also the only words in English with which inexperienced writers should not start 
a sentence. 
 
AND, BUT, or SO can start a sentence if they are the most important word in that sentence. 
 
Think of the well-known fairy tale conclusion: 
 

And they lived happily ever after. 
 
What does and mean in that sentence? 
It means they didn’t quarrel, they had enough money, they had good health, and so on.  
And is a very important word in that sentence. 
 
It is recommended that you use coordinating conjunctions in the middle of sentences.  
 
If you would like to further review coordinating conjunctions, the following sites are 
recommended: 
http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/330/grammar/coconj.htm  
and 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/conjunctions.htm  
 
For a fun and entertaining look at conjunctions, listen to the Schoolhouse Rock Video on the 
following site: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODGA7ssL-6g. (Other Grammar Rock 
videos can be heard following Conjunction Junction.) 
 
 
  

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/330/grammar/coconj.htm
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/conjunctions.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODGA7ssL-6g
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CBC EDMONTON TRANSCRIPTS OF WEEKLY NEWSCASTS 

 WEEKLY NEWS STORIES TIME 

Introduction Hi. This is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with 
CBC for the week of December 14th. 

0:00 

Newscast 1 
Too early to 
link suicide 
numbers to 
Alberta’s bad 
economy, 
expert says 
 
 

The suicide rate in Alberta has increased by 30 percent this 
year. There are fears it may be because of massive layoffs in 
the energy sector that have contributed to a rise in the 
province’s unemployment rate from 4.7 per cent to 5.7 per 
cent during the first six months of 2015. 
 
However, an official with the Canadian Mental Health 
Association says it’s too early to say whether the increase in 
the number of suicides in Alberta is directly related to job 
losses and a downturn in the economy. 
 
Dave Grauwiler, with the Mental Health Association’s 
Alberta division, said, “typically it takes a couple of years in 
a recession for suicide numbers to rise.” Grauwiler added 
that Alberta typically has a higher suicide rate compared to 
other provinces. 

0:12 

Newscast 2 
First phase of 
public inquiry  
into missing 
and murdered 
indigenous 
women 
 
 

The federal government is starting the first phase of the 
inquiry into missing and murdered indigenous women and 
girls. 
 
Last year, the RCMP identified nearly 1200 missing and 
murdered aboriginal women between 1980 and 2012. 
 
Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould says the government 
will consult the families of victims to get their input into 
how the inquiry should be designed, and what it needs to 
accomplish. 
 
Wilson-Raybould says while no inquiry can undo what has 
happened, Canada “can and must do better.” 
 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says those touched by the 
tragedy have waited long enough. 
 
Perry Bellegarde, the Assembly of First Nations chief, says 
he’s confident that Trudeau “is listening.” 

1:27 
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 WEEKLY NEWS STORIES TIME 

Newscast 3 
Donald Trump 
shrugs off 
widespread 
outrage over 
proposed 
Muslim ban 
 
 

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s call to 
block Muslims from entering the United States is being met 
with condemnation from across the U.S. and around the 
globe. 
 
Trump’s statement advocating a “total and complete 
shutdown of Muslims entering the United States” was 
blasted as bigoted, unconstitutional and potentially 
dangerous for American interests abroad. 
 
British Prime Minister David Cameron slammed it as 
“divisive, unhelpful, and quite simply wrong.” 
 
Republican House Speaker Paul Ryan told reporters that 
what Trump proposed is not what his party stands for, and 
it’s not what the country stands for. 
 
Trump’s campaign has been marked by a pattern of 
inflammatory statements, dating back to statements made 
that some Mexican immigrants, who entered the country 
illegally, are drug smugglers and rapists. 
 
The billionaire businessman and former reality television 
star has been doing well in opinion surveys despite these 
controversies. 

2:40 
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 1: TOO EARLY TO LINK SUICIDE NUMBERS TO ALBERTA’S BAD 
ECONOMY, EXPERT SAYS 
 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 1 for overall comprehension. Use the following questions to 
help you: 
 

1. What has increased in Alberta? Suicide Rate 
 

2. How much has the suicide rate increased? 30% 
 

3. What might be causing the rise in the suicide rate? Layoffs (in the energy sector) 
 

4. What is the new unemployment rate? 5.7% 
 

5. Does the Canadian Mental Health Association say there is enough information to link 
the suicide rate to the economy? No 
 

6. How long does it usually take for the suicide rate to go up in a recession? 2 years 
  
LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 1 again, and fill in the blanks with the words that you hear. 
 

The suicide rate in Alberta increased by 30 percent in the first half of this year and there are 
fears it may be because of mass layoffs in the energy sector that have contributed to a rise in 
the province's unemployment rate from 4.7 per cent to 5.7 per cent during the first six months 
of 2015. 
 
However, an official with the Canadian Mental Health Association says it’s too early to say 
whether the increase in the number of suicides in Alberta is directly related to job losses and a 
downturn in the economy. 
 
Dave Grauwiler, with the mental health association’s Alberta division, says “typically it takes a 
couple of years in a recession for those numbers to go up.”  
 
Grauwiler adds that Alberta typically has a higher suicide rate than other provinces. 
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ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 2: FIRST PHASE OF PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO MISSING AND 
MURDERED INDIGENOUS WOMEN 
 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 2 again. Put a checkmark in the box next to the information 
given by each person or group. An example is done for you. 

Justice 
Minister 

RCMP Prime 
Minister 

AFN 
Chief 

 

    The government will consult the families of victims. 

    Trudeau is listening.  

    Canada can and must do better. 

    Those touched by the tragedy have waited long enough. 

    There are nearly 1200 missing and murdered women. 

 
ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 3: DONALD TRUMP SHRUGS OFF WIDESPREAD OUTRAGE 
OVER PROPOSED MUSLIM BAN 
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 3 
 

Instructions: Complete the following sentences with words from the left side of the table 
above. Do not use the same word more than once. Underline the word or words in the 
sentence that help you to choose the correct answer. 
 

1. The newspaper blamed him for the accident. He had to face public condemnation. 
 

2. They visited their previous hometown last week. They really miss their former village 
 

3. He is very narrow-minded. Many consider him to be bigoted. 
 

4. She is very clear about what she supports.  It is easy to see what she stands for. 
 

5. They had to stop because the road was shut down. 
 

6. He has supported the project for a long time.  He had been an advocate for years. 
 

7. Their idea was criticized by everyone.  They felt that their opinion was being slammed/ 
blasted. 

 

8. Everything she said was very insulting. The crowd found her talk to be inflammatory. 
 

9. It is possible the project will be done in the spring. Potentially it may be ready by April. 
 

10. She visits another country every year.  She enjoys travelling abroad.   
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LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 3 again. Put a checkmark in the box next to what is said by 
each person. An example is done for you. 

TRUMP RYAN CAMERON  

   There should be a “total and complete shutdown of Muslims 
entering the United States.” 

   The idea is “divisive, unhelpful, and quite simply wrong.” 

   The idea is not what his party stands for, and it's not what the 
country stands for 

   Mexican immigrants, who entered the country illegally, are 
drug smugglers and rapists. 

 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 3 
 

Instructions: Listen to Newscast 3 again, and fill in the blanks with the words that you hear. 
 

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s call to block Muslims from entering the 
United States is being met with condemnation from across the U.S. and around the globe. 
 

Trump’s statement advocating a “total and complete shutdown of Muslims entering the 
United States” was blasted as bigoted, unconstitutional and potentially dangerous for 
American interests abroad. 
 

British Prime Minister David Cameron slammed it as “divisive, unhelpful, and quite simply 
wrong.” 
 

Republican House Speaker Paul Ryan told reporters that what Trump proposed is not what his 
party stands for, and it’s not what the country stands for. 
 

Trump’s campaign has been marked by a pattern of inflammatory statements, dating back to 
statements made that some Mexican immigrants, who entered the country illegally, are drug 
smugglers and rapists. 
 

The billionaire businessman and former reality television star has been doing well in opinion 
surveys despite these controversies. 
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ANSWER KEY FOR LANGUAGE FOCUS 
 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Using the information in the table above, choose the best coordinating 
conjunction to complete the following sentences: 
 

1. He is a chef, and he owns a restaurant.  
 

2. He is a chef, but he never cooks at home.  
 

3. We could cook dinner, or we could order a pizza.  
 

4. She is a chef, so she is a very good cook.  
 

5. He never cooks for his family, nor does he cook for his friends. 
 

6. She is a chef, yet she hates to cook. 
 

7. She had to become a chef, for she got funding to study in culinary school. 
 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Make one sentence for each group of sentences below by joining the ideas like 
the b) examples above:  
 

1. He was hungry. He was thirsty. 
He was hungry and thirsty. 

 

2. He ate quickly. He drank quickly. 
He ate and drank quickly. 

 

3. She drew beautifully. She drew quietly. 
She drew beautifully and quietly. 

 

4. Her drawings were popular. Her drawings were expensive. 
Her drawings were popular and expensive. 

 


