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Weekly Newscasts Lesson Plan 
December 7, 2015 
 

Newscasts are current news stories read at a slower pace than you might hear on the radio. 
These are prepared by CBC news editor Don Bell.  
 

Objectives:  
● To develop listening skills 
● To increase vocabulary 
● To increase awareness of grammatical structures and functional language 
● To increase knowledge of current events 
● To provide a user-friendly, self-study tool for learners, as well as an ESL classroom 

resource for instructors 
 

Contents: 
Three news stories are featured in each weekly lesson plan. Each lesson contains vocabulary and 
listening comprehension activities. At the end of each lesson, you will find a complete transcript 
and an answer key. This lesson plan is aimed towards learners at an intermediate language level 
(i.e. Canadian Language Benchmarks 4-5 or equivalent). 
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NEWSCAST 1: FBI NOW INVESTIGATING SAN BERNARDINO MASS SHOOTING AS “ACT 
OF TERRORISM” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/san-bernardino-suspects-1.3348412 

 

WARM UP 
Look at the picture. What emotions do you see on the women’s faces? What do you 
think could cause this grief?  
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Before you listen to the newscast, look at the words/phrases below and 
their meanings. Circle the synonyms that you understand.  
 

WORD or PHRASE SYNONYM or DEFINITION 

investigating studying/examining 

mass crowd/group 

act action/undertaking/deed 

law enforcement group that prevents and detects crime 

carried out did/completed/succeeded 

pledged promised/vowed/sworn 

allegiance loyalty/duty/commitment 

holiday party gathering/festivity/get-together 

battle fight/conflict 

fiancé(e) wife or husband to be/future wife or husband 

visa travel; entry permit 

inspector examiner/checker 

 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 2 

Instructions: Write the number of the word or phrase next to the sentence in the table 
on the next page in which the word or phrase could be used. Do not use any word more 
the once. Underline the word or words in the sentence that help you to choose the 
correct answer. 
 

1. law enforcement 2.  allegiance 3.  investigating 4. fiancée 

5. carried out 6.  holiday party 7.  mass 8.  visa 

9. pledged 10. battle 11. act 12. inspector 

  



NUMBER SENTENCE 

 The police are examining the facts. 

 There is a large crowd. 

 His actions help a lot of people 

 The police and the judge make a plan to prevent local crime. crime 

 They completed their assignment. 

 He promised to volunteer at the foodbank. 

 They showed their loyalty to their country. 

 The New Year’s gathering was a lot of fun. 

 There was a conflict between police and gangs on the street. 

 He introduced us to his future wife. 

 They had to get an entry permit to visit the United States. 

 The examiner checked the cleanliness of the restaurant. 

(See answer key) 
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to Newscast 1 for overall comprehension. 
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 1 again. Put a checkmark in the box next to what is said 
about each person. An example is done for you. 

(See answer key) 
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 3 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 1 again and fill in the blanks with the words that you 
hear. 
 

The FBI says it is ______________ the ____________ shooting in California as an _____ 
of terrorism while a U.S. ______ enforcement official says the woman who __________ 
_____ the attack with her husband had ___________ allegiance to the Islamic State 
group and its leader on Facebook. 
Tashfeen Malik and Syed Farook killed 14 people Wednesday at a __________ _______ 
for his co-workers.  
The couple were killed hours later in a gun ___________ with police. 
The 27 year old Malik was a Pakistani who grew up in Saudi Arabia and came to the U.S. 
in 2014 on a fiancée __________. Farook, a 28-year-old restaurant health 
____________, was born in Chicago to Pakistani parents and raised in California.  
(See answer key) 

  
Malik         Farook 

27 Killed 14 
people 

28 Pledged 
allegiance 
to ISIS 

Killed in a 
gun battle 
with police 

Grew up 
in Suadi 
Arabia 

Born in 
Chicago 

Grew up 
in 
California 

Came to 
the US 
in 2014 

Tashfeen Malik 
         

Syed Farook          
Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/isis-san-bernardino-shooting-1.3352268  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/isis-san-bernardino-shooting-1.3352268
http://kdhnews.com/news/nation/woman-at-center-of-fbi-investigation-of-terror-attack/image_e32e8ed3-0d0d-5fcf-b08c-14af9cbc290b.html


NEWSCAST 2: MARK ZUCKERBERG AND WIFE PRISCILLA CHAN TO DONATE 99% OF 
FACEBOOK SHARES TO CHARITY 

 
Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/facebook-mark-zuckerberg-charity-share-donation-1.3346966  

WARM UP 
What are the traditions around announcing the birth of a baby in your culture? Do you 
do something special to welcome the baby into the world? 
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Before you listen to the newscast, look at the words/phrases below and 
their meanings. Circle the synonyms that you understand.  
 

WORD  or PHRASE SYNONYMS and DEFINITIONS 

birth announcements public notice; broadcast of a child’s birth 

CEO (Chief Executive Officer) boss/business leader/head of a company 

devote give/offer 

wealth fortune/treasure/money 

roughly about/almost/nearly 

45 billion  45,000,000,000 (4.50 x 1010) 

solving fixing/working out/repairing 

celebration tribute/honour/ to mark 

commit give/hand over/give away 

stockholdings  owning part of a company to share the profits; income;  

stunned shocked/amazed/surprised 

philanthropy charity/aid/help 

incredibly very/really/unbelievably 

impressive exciting/notable/out of the ordinary 

enormous huge/giant/massive 

commitment promise/pledge/guarantee 

eclipses beats/surpasses/outdoes/tops/goes beyond 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/business/facebook-mark-zuckerberg-charity-share-donation-1.3346966


VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Complete the following sentences with words or phrases from the table 
above: 

1. He offered to work for charity. He will _________10 hours a week to volunteering. 
2. She is very good at fixing issues, so she is _________ all the company’s problems. 
3. They offered a tribute in ___________ of his victory.  
4. They give $50 a month to charity, and _______ even more money over the holidays. 
5. He was the boss for a long time. He has been the _ _ _of the company for 10 years. 
6. Their _____________ surpasses that of all their co-workers. They __________ 

everyone else’s charity. 
7. They have a lot of money. Their _________ exceeds $4,000,000. 
8. She was surprised when her share of the company made a profit. She was 

_________ when her _____________________ went up. 
(See answer key) 

 
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Listen to Newscast 2 for overall comprehension. 
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 2 again. Decide if the following statements are true or 
false. Put T next to true statements and F next to false statements. 
 

1. Mark Zuckerberg and his wife say they’ll donate half of their wealth. ___ 
2. They are making this gesture in celebration of the birth of their daughter. ___ 
3. Some of the money will go to fighting disease. ___ 
4. None of the money will go to improving education. ___ 
5. The charity world was not surprised by this announcement. ___ 
6. Phil Buchanan was impressed by their commitment. ___ 
(See answer key) 

 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 3 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 2 again and fill in the blanks with the words that you 
hear. 
 

Talk about _______ announcements: Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg and his wife say 
they’ll ________ nearly all their wealth—roughly 45 ________ dollars—to _________ 
the world’s problems in ____________ of the birth of their new baby daughter, Max. 
 

Zuckerberg said he and his wife, Priscilla Chan, will _________ 99 per cent of their 
Facebook _________________ to causes such as fighting disease, improving education 
and “building strong communities.”  
 

The announcement _________ the charity world. Phil Buchanan, president of the Center 
for Effective _____________, said “It’s ____________ impressive and 
an______________ commitment that really _____________ anything that we’ve seen in 
terms of size.”  
(See answer key) 



NEWSCAST 3: EDMONTON ESKIMOS CELEBRATE GREY CUP WIN WITH PARTY OF THOUSANDS 

Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/edmonton-eskimos-celebrate-grey-cup-win-with-party-of-thousands-1.3345620 

 

WARM UP 
Are you interested in sports? If so, which sports? Would you consider yourself a fan? If 
not, do you have sports fans in your family? 
 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Before listening to Newscast 3, you should become familiar with some sports 
terminology (vocabulary). Look at the explanations of the football terms below:  
 

                                 FOOTBALL TERMS                                             

CFL (The Canadian Football League) The Canadian Football League is the top professional 
football league in Canada. Canadian football is similar 
to American football. 

Grey Cup Grey Cup is the name of both the championship game 
and the CFL trophy given to the winning team. 

 
http://www.bigactivities.com/coloring/grey_cup/trophies/trophy.php  

Season ticket holder In sports, such as football, a season ticket holder can go 
to all regular-season (non-play-off) home (in that city) 
games without additional charges—usually at a 
discounted price.  

 
 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/edmonton-eskimos-celebrate-grey-cup-win-with-party-of-thousands-1.3345620
http://www.bigactivities.com/coloring/grey_cup/trophies/trophy.php


LISTENING ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 3 for overall comprehension, and respond to the 
following question when you have finished listening. 
 

How much of the newscast did you understand? 
None  Some  Most  All 

 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Before you listen to Newscast 3 again, study the words in the box below. 
While you listen to Newscast 3 again, put a checkmark  next to the words when you 
hear them. 
 

Words      Words  
packed  excitedly  

champion  whipped out  

shoulder to shoulder  massive  

looked on  hoisted  

took turns  worthwhile  

chance    

 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Before you listen to the newscast again, study the vocabulary from the 
newscast and synonyms or meaning in the table below. Circle the synonyms that you 
understand. 
 

WORDS AND PHRASES SYNONYMS 

packed crowded/filled/crammed 

champion winner/ victor/cup holder 

shoulder to shoulder side by side/ close together 

looked on watched/viewed/observed 

took turns  alternated/replaced/one after the other 

chance opportunity/occasion/time 

excitedly happily/actively/cheerfully 

whipped out took out suddenly / remove quickly 

massive huge/giant/enormous 

hoisted lifted/raised 

worthwhile valuable/meaningful 

 
 
 
 
 
 



LISTENING ACTIVITY 3 
Instructions: Now that you have studied the words you heard in Listening Activity 2, 
listen to Newscast 3 again, and respond to the following questions: 
 

How much did Vocabulary Activity 1 help you to understand the Newscast? Circle the 
best response: 
Not at all  It helped a little  It helped a lot          I was able to fully understand 

 

How important is understanding the vocabulary to your overall comprehension of the 
story? 

Not Important   Somewhat Important   Very Important 
 
SPEAKING TASK 
Instructions: Think about a sport that you know well. Explain how to play that sport to a 
classmate or friend who is not familiar with the sport. Remember to include all of the 
rules in your explanation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LANGUAGE FOCUS: PRONUNCIATION OF REGULAR PAST TENSE VERB ENDING 
If you studied Learning English with the CBC for November 30th, you learned about 
pronouncing plural, and third-person singular verb endings. We will be applying the 
same techniques to the pronunciation of regular verbs in the past tense. 
 

Regular verbs in the past tense all end in “ed”. The biggest pronunciation mistakes other 
language speakers make with past tense regular verbs is to pronounce the vowel sound 
before the d, as /ɪd/ or /əd/ (making it another syllable). Unless the verb ends in a t or 
d sound, the vowel is not pronounced. When the vowel is pronounced, after t or d, it is 

a short ɪ sound like in did (or a schwa ə sound which is shorter ʌ as in adult, or Canada).  
 

When the verb does not end in a t or d sound, ed endings are pronounced t or d.i 
  
You do not have to memorize lists of verbs that end in a t or d sound. There is an easy 
way to know which sound the past-tense verb ends in—whether or not the verb ends in 
a sound that vibrates (like a cell phone on vibrate            ).   
 
 
 
If your throat/vocal cords                        vibrate                        when you pronounce the last 
sound of the verb, the past verb ends with a d sound. 
 
 
 
If your throat/vocal cords                       do not vibrate                      when you pronounce 
the last sound in the verb, the past verb ends in a t sound. 
 

There are two easy ways to tell if your vocal cords are vibrating.   
Technique 1: The first, which is much easier to do in public, is to place your thumb on 
one side of your windpipe, and your fingers on the other.  

 
Say the sound. If your fingers feel a vibration, your vocal cords are vibrating. If you do 
not feel a vibration, your vocal cords are not vibrating. 

 
Technique 2: You can also put your hands over your ears. 
 
 
 
 
Say the sound. If you feel a vibration, your vocal cords are vibrating. If you do not feel a 
vibration, your vocal cords are not vibrating. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZo_ShyqzJAhUCGh4KHZGCB_EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.daviddarling.info/childrens_encyclopedia/sound_Chapter4.html&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFGVFog2NlGAM2Tt2Dfx8JrQGrrtw&ust=1448575435538087
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZo_ShyqzJAhUCGh4KHZGCB_EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.daviddarling.info/childrens_encyclopedia/sound_Chapter4.html&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFGVFog2NlGAM2Tt2Dfx8JrQGrrtw&ust=1448575435538087
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZo_ShyqzJAhUCGh4KHZGCB_EQjRwIBw&url=http://www.daviddarling.info/childrens_encyclopedia/sound_Chapter4.html&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFGVFog2NlGAM2Tt2Dfx8JrQGrrtw&ust=1448575435538087
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjD3MOny6zJAhXGdR4KHUiKBuAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.howardleight.com/hearing-protection/earplug-instruction-poster&psig=AFQjCNFOp3KegnvqoTgqtPtxnmyEhxpI-w&ust=1448575721634418


Sounds that vibrate in your vocal cords are called VOICED sounds.   
Sounds that do not vibrate in your vocal cords are UNVOICED sounds. 
VOICED endings stay VOICED. UNVOICED endings stay UNVOICED. 
ALL VOWEL SOUNDS ARE VOICED. 
 
There might be a problem if you are pronouncing the sound incorrectly, so knowing if a 
consonant sound is voiced or unvoiced will also help you pronounce it correctly. 
Most VOICED and UNVOICED consonants are in pairs. They have a partner that is 
pronounced with the tongue, the teeth, and the lips in the same place, but the VOICED 
sound vibrates in the vocal cords, and the UNVOICED sound does not. 
 

See the VOICED and UNVOICED pairs in the tables below. The International Phonetic 
Alphabet (IPA) is used show the difference between sounds and spelling. We will just 
look at the IPA symbols we need to know for this lesson. 
 

Diagraphs and Sibilant sounds 

VOICED UNVOICED 

dʒ (just) tʃ (church) 

ð  (these) Θ (this) 

Ʒ (pleasure) ʃ (she) 

Sibilant sounds hiss  

Diagraphs are single sounds 
represented by two letters. 

 

 
In pronunciation, pay attention to the sound, not the spelling. For example, verbs 
ending in w and y will have vowel sounds. All vowels are VOICED. Verbs ending in h do 
not have an h sound. They can sound /f/ / tʃ/ /ʃ/. 
 
 
 

 
 

VOICED UNVOICED 

b p 

d t 

v  f 

g l 

z s 

Nasal VOICED Sounds 

m Vibration is 
felt strongly 
in the nose 

n 

ŋ (ng) sing 

Liquid VOICED sounds 

l Vibration is 
felt strongly 
higher in the 
throat and 
lower lip  

r Vibration is 
felt strongly 
lower in the 
throat 



LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 1 
Instructions: Practice saying all of the sounds in the boxes above using one of the 
techniques pictured. 
 
Can you feel the difference between the voiced and unvoiced sounds when you say 
them? 
If not, practice pushing more air out of your mouth for the UNVOICED sounds. Hold a 
thin piece of paper in front of your mouth and try to make the paper move when 
pronouncing UNVOICED sounds. 
 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Put the correct pronunciation of the ed ending: t; d; or ɪd next to the 
regular past tense verbs in the box below. Examples of each are done for you. 
 

t; d; or ɪd VERB t; d; or ɪd VERB t; d; or ɪd VERB 

d arrived  ɪd decided t kissed 

 annoyed  continued  acknowledged 

 called  flashed  kicked 

 abolished  approached  finished 

 borrowed  outweighed  triumphed 

 camped  died  learned 

 changed  disliked  lied 

 cheated  finished  lifted 

 clicked  graduated  liked 

 closed  hated  lived 

 married   helped  laughed 

 moved  planned  looked  

 opened  pressed  loved 

 passed  pushed  remembered 

 employed  interviewed  jumped 

 showed  stayed  returned 

 slipped  stopped  succeeded 

 started  studied  switched 

 tried  used  talked 

 turned  visited  walked 

 worked  waited  wanted  

 yelled  zipped  watched 

 reviewed  massaged  zoomed 

 
 
  



LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 3 
Instructions: Practice pronouncing the verbs above with the correct ed ending.  Use the 
techniques to be sure you are saying each verb correctly. 
 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 4 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 3 again and mark which sound you hear: t; d; or ɪd for 
the endings underlined. 

Thousands of Edmontonians of all ages pack(__)Churchill Square on Tuesday to 
welcome home of the CFL Champion Eskimos and the Grey Cup. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder, the crowd look(__)on as players took turns speaking 
from the stage. 

Then, the fans got a change to meet the players and take pictures with them. And it 
wasn’t just the fans who were excit(__)ly taking pictures. Many of the players also 
whipp(__) out phones to take pictures of the massive crowd.  

Tony Traficante, a season ticket holder for more than 30 years, was deck(__) out in 
green and gold to cheer the team on. He said, “… just seeing all the players up close and 
seeing that Grey Cup get hoist(__) just made it all” worthwhile. 

The Edmonton Eskimos last won the Canadian Football championship in 2005.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CBC CALGARY TRANSCRIPTS OF WEEKLY NEWSCASTS 

 WEEKLY NEWS STORIES TIME 

Introduction Hi. This is Don Bell. You’re listening to Learning English with 
CBC for the week of December 7th. 

0:00 

Newscast 1 
 
FBI now 
investigating 
San Bernardino 
mass shooting 
as “act of 
terrorism” 

The FBI says it is investigating the mass shooting in 
California as an act of terrorism while a U.S. law 
enforcement official says the woman who carried out the 
attack with her husband had pledged allegiance to the 
Islamic State group and its leader on Facebook. 
Tashfeen Malik and Syed Farook killed 14 people 
Wednesday at a holiday party for his co-workers. The couple 
were killed hours later in a gun battle with police. 
The 27 year old Malik was a Pakistani who grew up in Saudi 
Arabia and came to the U.S. in 2014 on a fiancée visa. 
Farook, a 28-year-old restaurant health inspector, was born 
in Chicago to Pakistani parents and raised in California. 

0:12 

Newscast 2 
 
Mark 
Zuckerberg and 
wife Priscilla 
Chan to donate 
99% of 
Facebook 
shares to 
charity 

Talk about birth announcements: Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg and his wife say they’ll devote nearly all their 
wealth—roughly 45 billion dollars—to solving the world’s 
problems in celebration of the birth of their new baby 
daughter, Max. 

Zuckerberg said he and his wife Priscilla Chan will commit 99 
per cent of their Facebook stockholdings to causes such as 
fighting disease, improving education and “building strong 
communities.”  

The announcement stunned the charity world. Phil 
Buchanan, president of the Center for Effective 
Philanthropy, said “It’s incredibly impressive and an 
enormous commitment that really eclipses anything that 

we've seen in terms of size.” 

1:24 



Newscast 3 
 
Edmonton 
Eskimos 
celebrate Grey 
Cup win with 
party of 
thousands 

Thousands of Edmontonians of all ages packed Churchill 
Square on Tuesday to welcome home of the CFL Champion 
Eskimos and the Grey Cup. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder, the crowd looked on as 
players took turns speaking from the stage. 

Then, the fans got a chance to meet the players and take 
pictures with them. And it wasn’t just the fans who were 
excitedly taking pictures. Many of the players also whipped 
out phones to take pictures of the massive crowd.  

Tony Traficante, a season ticket holder for more than 30 
years, was decked out in green and gold to cheer the team 
on. He said, “… just seeing all the players up close and 
seeing that Grey Cup get hoisted just made it all” 
worthwhile. 

The Edmonton Eskimos last won the Canadian Football 
championship in 2005. 

2:31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 1: FBI NOW INVESTIGATING SAN BERNARDINO MASS 
SHOOTING AS “ACT OF TERRORISM” 
 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 2 

Instructions: Write the number of the word or phrase next to the sentence in the table 
on the next page in which the word or phrase could be used. Do not use any word more 
the once. Underline the word or words in the sentence that help you to choose the 
correct answer. 
 

NUMBER SENTENCE 

3 The police are examining the facts. 

7 There is a large crowd. 

11 His actions help a lot of people 

1 The police and the judge make a plan to prevent local crime. crime 

5 They completed their assignment. 

9 He promised to volunteer at the foodbank. 

2 They showed their loyalty to their country. 

6 The New Year’s gathering was a lot of fun. 

10 There was a conflict between police and gangs on the street. 

4 He introduced us to his future wife. 

8 They had to get an entry permit to visit the United States. 

12 The examiner checked the cleanliness of the restaurant. 
 

LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 1 again. Put a checkmark in the box next to what is said 
about each person. An example is done for you. 

  
Malik         Farook 

27 Killed 14 
people 

28 Pledged 
allegiance 
to ISIS 

Killed in a 
gun battle 
with police 

Grew up 
in Suadi 
Arabia 

Born in 
Chicago 

Grew up 
in 
California 

Came to 
the US 
in 2014 

Tashfeen Malik 
         

Syed Farook 
 

         

Photo Source: http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/isis-san-bernardino-shooting-1.3352268  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/isis-san-bernardino-shooting-1.3352268
http://kdhnews.com/news/nation/woman-at-center-of-fbi-investigation-of-terror-attack/image_e32e8ed3-0d0d-5fcf-b08c-14af9cbc290b.html


LISTENING ACTIVITY 3 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 1 again and fill in the blanks with the words that you 
hear. 
 
The FBI says it is investigating the mass shooting in California as an act of terrorism 
while a U.S. law enforcement official says the woman who carried out the attack with 
her husband had pledged allegiance to the Islamic State group and its leader on 
Facebook. 
Tashfeen Malik and Syed Farook killed 14 people Wednesday at a holiday party for his 
co-workers. The couple were killed hours later in a gun battle with police. 
The 27 year old Malik was a Pakistani who grew up in Saudi Arabia and came to the U.S. 
in 2014 on a fiancée visa. Farook, a 28-year-old restaurant health inspector, was born in 
Chicago to Pakistani parents and raised in California. 
 

ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 2: MARK ZUCKERBERG AND WIFE PRISCILLA CHAN TO 
DONATE 99% OF FACEBOOK SHARES TO CHARITY 
 

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Complete the following sentences with words or phrases from the table 
above: 

1. He offered to work for charity. He will devote 10 hours a week to volunteering. 
2. She is very good at fixing issues, so she is solving all the company’s problems. 
3. They offered a tribute in celebration of his victory.  
4. They give $50 a month to charity, and commit even more money over the 

holidays. 
5. He was the boss for a long time.  He has been the CEO of the company for 10 

years. 
6. Their philanthropy surpasses that of all their co-workers. They eclipse everyone 

else’s charity. 
7. They have a lot of money. Their wealth exceeds $4,000,000. 
8. She was surprised when her share of the company made a profit. She was 

stunned when her stockholdings went up. 
 
LISTENING ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 2 again. Decide if the following statements are true or 
false. Put T next to true statements and F next to false statements. 
 

1. Mark Zuckerberg, and his wife say they'll donate half of their wealth. F 
2. They are making this gesture in celebration of the birth of their daughter. T 
3. Some of the money will go to fighting disease. T 
4. None of the money will go to improving education.  F 
5. The charity world was not surprised by this announcement. F 
6. Phil Buchanan was impressed by their commitment. T 

 



LISTENING ACTIVITY 3 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 2 again and fill in the blanks with the words that you 
hear. 
 

Talk about birth announcements: Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg and his wife say 
they’ll devote nearly all their wealth—roughly 45 billion dollars—to solving the world’s 
problems in celebration of the birth of their new baby daughter, Max. 
 

Zuckerberg said he and his wife, Priscilla Chan, will commit 99 per cent of their 
Facebook stockholdings to causes such as fighting disease, improving education and 
“building strong communities.”  
 

The announcement stunned the charity world. Phil Buchanan, president of the Center 
for Effective Philanthropy, said “It’s incredibly impressive and an enormous 
commitment that really eclipses anything that we’ve seen in terms of size.” 
 

ANSWER KEY FOR NEWSCAST 3: EDMONTON ESKIMOS CELEBRATE GREY CUP WIN 
WITH PARTY OF THOUSANDS 
Responses will vary 
 

LANGUAGE FOCUS 
LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 2 
Instructions: Put the correct pronunciation of the ed ending: t; d; or ɪd next to the 
regular past tense verbs in the box below. Examples of each are done for you. 
 

t; d; or ɪd VERB t; d; or ɪd VERB t; d; or ɪd VERB 

d arrived  ɪd decided t kissed 

d annoyed d continued d acknowledged 

d called t flashed t kicked 

t abolished t approached t finished 

d borrowed d outweighed t triumphed 

t camped d died d learned 

d changed t disliked d lied 

ɪd cheated t finished ɪd lifted 

t clicked ɪd graduated t liked 

d closed ɪd hated d lived 

d married  t helped t laughed 

d moved d planned t looked  

d opened t pressed d loved 

t passed t pushed d remembered 

d employed d interviewed t jumped 

d showed d stayed d returned 

t slipped t stopped ɪd succeeded 

ɪd started ɪd studied t switched 

d tried d used t talked 

d turned ɪd visited t walked 

t worked ɪd waited ɪd wanted  

d yelled t zipped t watched 

d reviewed d massaged d zoomed 



LANGUAGE FOCUS ACTIVITY 4 
Instructions: Listen to Newscast 3 again and mark which sound you hear: t; d; or ɪd for 
the endings underlined. 

Thousands of Edmontonians of all ages packt Churchill Square on Tuesday to welcome 
home of the CFL Champion Eskimos and the Grey Cup. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder, the crowd lookt on as players took turns speaking from 
the stage. 

Then, the fans got a chance to meet the players and take pictures with them. And it 
wasn't just the fans who were excitɪdly taking pictures. Many of the players also whippt 
out phones to take pictures of the massive crowd.  

Tony Traficante, a season ticket holder for more than 30 years, was deckt out in green 
and gold to cheer the team on. He said, "… just seeing all the players up close and seeing 
that Grey Cup get hoistɪd just made it all" worthwhile. 

The Edmonton Eskimos last won the Canadian Football championship in 2005. 
                                                      
 

 

 


