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Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General and BC Liberal candidate for Abbotsford South 
John van Dongen released the following statement today: 

 
“Last Friday, I released a statement confirming my request to have the Insurance Corporation of 

British Columbia and the Office of the Superintendent of Motor Vehicles removed from my 
ministerial responsibly after I had been informed by the OSMV that they were implementing a 

prohibition on my driver’s license due to recent tickets I had received for speeding. 

 
Over the weekend I have reflected on my actions. I have heard from those who have rightly 

criticized my driving record that has undermined their confidence in my role as Solicitor General. 
I do understand how my conduct in this respect has reflected poorly on the credibility of the 

office. In no way do I wish to allow my actions to distract from the tremendous work and 

ongoing contributions of the people who are working so hard to build confidence in our law 
enforcement system and in our efforts to improve public safety, particularly surrounding gangs 

and gun violence. 
 

I have worked hard as Solicitor General. Over the course of the last year, I have met with 
people who have lost family members because of speeding and other illegal driving behaviour. I 

have let them down and I have let down my constituents who depend on me to set the highest 

public example. For that I am deeply sorry. 
 

I hold the office of the Solicitor General in the highest regard. It carries with it a significant 
responsibility to reflect the policies necessary to make our communities safe. 

 

This is why I informed the Premier this morning that I am resigning immediately from my duties 
as Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General. 

 
I will continue to run in the upcoming election as a candidate for the BC Liberal Party in the 

riding of Abbotsford South and I will work hard to earn the votes and confidence of my 

constituents. 
 

As I stated last week, I fully recognize the importance of public safety and compliance with the 
laws of our roads.  I apologize to those I have let down with these latest actions, and it remains 

my hope that the public will continue to have confidence in the office of the Solicitor General.” 
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